June 2015
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Summer is upon us and with it summer reading.  We, as parents and educators, recognize the importance of maintaining reading skills throughout the summer months.  Not only does continued reading improve vocabulary, but it also helps students hone their comprehension skills.  Please impress upon your student that reading in the summer is important.  Just because we are not in school, does not mean we don’t need to keep our brains in shape.  Reading builds mental muscle.  

Students will be required to read one assigned book over the summer.  Please see the list below for your student’s required, assigned novel. 

Students entering Grade 4 must read: Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

Students entering Grade 5 must read: Holes by Louis Sachar
Students entering Grade 6 must read: Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Students entering Grade 7 must read: Mockingbird by Katherine Erskine
Students entering Grade 8 must read: Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
You will need to either purchase the assigned novel or borrow it from a local library.  Barnes and Noble in Leominster and the Bigelow Free Public Library in Clinton are aware of our list and should have copies available.  
Students will be tested on the assigned novel within the first two weeks of school. It might be helpful to take summary notes of each chapter as you read for the test. Grade 4 students will have a project. 
Students should also complete the attached reading journal questions and be prepared to turn this into their reading teacher no later than September 4, 2015.

We, the ELA teachers, at the Clinton Middle School wish all of our students and parents a restful, safe and literary-rich summer.  
Sincerely, 

CMS ELA Teachers Grades 4-8
