
Key dates and Information for Upcoming  

District Field Tests and Summative Assessments 

CMS will be using district summative assessments as part of an effort to align all courses to the NC 

Standard Course of Study or CMS objectives in the case of a local course. This will help to calculate 

student growth and provide data needed to execute Strategic Plan 2014. Additionally, the summative tests 

support a recent recommendation made during our AdvancED accreditation visit. In order to prepare for 

these tests, the office of accountability will administer a field test the week of April 4
th
. After successfully 

administering the field tests, a pilot administration of the district summative assessments will occur at the 

end of the 2010-2011 school year.  

Items for these assessments have been developed by a professional item vendor and reviewed by CMS 

staff from the office of accountability and curriculum and instruction. The field tests allow us to test the 

questions and use the data to make informed decisions about the final version of district summative 

assessments for the 2011-2012 school year. The tests for the 2010-2011 school year are listed in this 

document.  

Field Test Background: Field tests are part of the normal protocol in developing tests to ensure that the 

test questions will measure what they are supposed to measure.  No feedback from the field tests will be 

available to teachers or schools since the purpose is to ensure the quality of test field questions not to 

measure individual student knowledge.  The field testing will allow us to administer a pilot summative 

test this spring to give feedback to teachers and schools on the performance of their class. This feedback 

from the pilot tests is important to empower schools to adjust their instruction for the 2011-12 school year 

in light of these new standards. 

High School: 

• Some subjects will have district summative assessments beginning in the 2011-2012 school year 

• Subjects tested in spring of 2011: World History, African-American studies, Contemporary Law 

and Justice, Contemporary Issues in North Carolina, Sociology, Psychology, Greenhouse 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Earth Science, Forensic Science, Honors Physics, Honors 

Chemistry, Foundations of English I, Literacy I, English Composition, English 3, English 4, 

Journalism 1-4, Film as Literature, Student Media Assistant, Foundations of Algebra, Algebra IA, 

Foundations of Geometry, Intro to Math, Advanced Functions and Modeling, Discrete 

Mathematics 

o In most cases 40 Multiple Choice Questions 

o Field test administration window 

� April 6, 2011 

o Summative test window 

� June 1-10, 2011 

o Any student enrolled in the above courses will take a pilot test in June 2011 

o Do not count as 25 percent of a student’s final grade this year 

o Results from pilot tests are only to be used for planning purposes 


