
Subtraction: Removal



Category 1

Encourages removing the subtrahend (part) in parts that are the 
same as the digit in the minuend (whole). Please see page 150 in 
Number Talks for an explanation of using this strategy efficiently.

Example: 21 – 9 = 
Decompose 9  to 1 + 8 so 21 – 1 = 20 and 20 – 8 = 12



12 – 2
12 – 5
15 – 5
15 – 6



13 – 3
13 – 5
13 – 6
13 – 8



20 – 5
20 – 6
20 – 7
20 – 8



21 – 1
21 – 6
23 – 3
23 – 6



24 – 4
24 – 5
24 – 8
24 – 9



22 – 2
22 – 4
22 – 5
22 – 8



35 – 5
35 – 6
35 – 8
35 – 9



41 – 1
41 – 4
41 – 6
41 – 8



52 – 2
52 – 7
53 – 3
53 – 8



Category 2

Encourages removal in place value chunks without 
regrouping.



20 – 10
20 – 16
30 – 10
30 – 12



26 – 10
26 – 13
28 – 10
28 – 15



35 – 10
35 – 13
35 – 20
35 – 24



47 – 10
47 – 16
47 – 20
47 – 24



39 – 10
39 – 13
39 – 20
39 – 22



56 – 10
56 – 12
56 – 30
56 – 35



78 – 20
78 – 23
78 – 50
78 – 54



69 – 30
69 – 35
69 – 50
69 – 52



87 – 40
87 – 44
87 – 50
87 – 53



Category 3

Encourages removal in place value chunks and 
decomposing a single-digit number to remove it in parts



25 – 10
25 – 16
35 – 10
35 – 16



32 – 10
32 – 13
32 – 20
32 – 13



37 – 20
37 – 28
42 – 20
42 – 23



23 – 10
23 – 15
36 – 10
36 – 19



41 – 20
41 – 23
45 – 20
45 – 28



52 – 20
52 – 25
38 – 10
38 – 19



54 – 10
54 – 18
52 – 30
52 – 34



58 – 20
58 – 29
51 – 30
51 – 35



63 – 40
63 – 44
66 – 30
66 – 38


