
Close-Reading Questions

Close Reading & Critical Thinking
“Minecraft Mania!”

October 2014

Directions: After reading “Minecraft Mania!” and “400 Billion LEGO Bricks—and Still Counting,”  
go back and reread sections to answer the questions below. 

“Minecraft Mania!”
1.    What is the main idea of the first section? Which details support this idea?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How was the creation of FIFA 14 different from that of Minecraft?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Reread the paragraph on p. 12 that starts “Minecraft’s look is old-fashioned . . .” What 
words does the author use to describe Minecraft? What impression do they create?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4.     According to the experts and kids quoted in the article, why is Minecraft successful?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“400 Billion LEGO Bricks—and Still Counting”
5.  Reread the first line. Why was 1931 “not an easy year for Ole Kirk Kristiansen”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.   Why did LEGO® bricks fail at first? How did Godtfred solve the problem?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.    How did the LEGO company get its name? How do you think it applies to LEGO bricks? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8.  What similarities can you find in the invention of Minecraft and LEGO bricks? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Based on these two articles, what can you conclude are some qualities that make a toy or 
game appealing to kids? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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