Stock Market Research Project

Students will learn how to compare and contrast businesses in the same industry and how to make informed and educated decisions when choosing to buy stock.

Part 1

Students will be divided into groups of 3-4. Each group will choose an sector and a sub-category in that sector. Each member of the group will then choose a publicly traded company in that sub-category. The stock must be traded on the NYSE or NASDAQ. That member will become the “expert” on their company. Each member will find the following information about their company:

· Company Name

· Stock Symbol and Exchange that it is traded on
· Summary of the business. 

· History of the business
· Main competitors

Each member will write a paper a one-page paper in essay form including the above information. Cutting/Pasting will result in a grade of 0!
Part 2

Each member will then find the following financial information for their company.

· Financial Analysis – Each student will use the NASDAQ Dozen to rate the performance of their stock. These will be integrated onto ONE spreadsheet
· The following data for each company will also be included:

1. Current Market Cap  and whether this makes it a Mega Cap, Large Cap, Medium Cap or Small Cap company

2. P/E Ratio for company, industry and S&P
3. Beta 
4. 52 week hi/low stock price

5. current stock price – Google
6. Total Assets for past 3 years

7. Total Liabilities for past 3 years

Part 3

When each member has completed their company research, the financial information will be combined into one Excel spreadsheet for the group. 
Part 4

The group will make a brief presentation to the class outlining their research findings and making their recommendations for the stock that they think is the best to buy and their reasons for their choice.
