Stock Market Research 
Long-term Project
Students will learn how to compare and contrast businesses in the same business sector and how to make informed and educated decisions when choosing to buy stock.

Students will be divided into groups of 3. 
Meeting 1: Monday
Each group will choose a business sector from the Google Finance main page. After choosing a sector they will choose a subcategory of businesses in that sector. Each student will choose 6 companies in that subcategory. 

For the remainder of the week, each student will monitor their 6 companies’ stock prices and record them in Excel. They will also do some research to determine pricing history, important events in the last 5 years, and earnings trends.

Meeting 2: Friday
The groups will reconvene to discuss the performance of each member’s stocks. They will also take this time to share knowledge about the companies that has been gained during the week. Based on this meeting, each member will eliminate 3 companies.

Members will continue learning about their remaining 3 companies, including looking outside the company to see what others are saying about it and investigating the background of the CEOs and keeping up with the stock prices daily.

Meeting 3: Friday
At this meeting, group members will again discuss what they have learned about their companies. The group must dump 6 companies that they feel are not a good investment. This will leave the 3 companies that the group members feel are the best performers. Each member will choose a company and will become the expert in that company.

Monday: 

. Each member will find the following information about their company:

· Company Name

· Stock Symbol and Exchange that it is traded on
· Summary of the business. 

· History of the business
· Main competitors

Each member will write a paper a two-page paper in essay form including the above information. 

Meeting 4: 

Groups will meet again today to discuss what they have learned about their companies and to exchange their feeling about which company they think is a better investment at this point.
Each member will then find the following financial information for their company.

· Financial Analysis 

1. Net Income for last 3 years – Market Watch – Financials Tab
2. Current Market Cap - Google
3. EPS  for last 3 years – diluted EPS – Market Watch Financials Tab
4. P/E Ratio- Comparison for company, industry, sector and S+P 500. Remember a P/E of 20 is considered to be average, more than that, the stock may be a bit overpriced, less than that, the stock may be underpriced.- Google Page - More from Reuters – Name of your company – Financials Tab – Scroll Down
5. Beta – Comparison for company, industry, sector, and S&P 500 - Google Page - More from Reuters – Name of your company – Financials Tab – Scroll Down
6. 52 week hi/low stock price

7. current stock price - Google
8. What are the Analysts Ratings for this company?-Market Watch – Analysts Ratings and from Reuters.

9. Add Debt/Equity ratio – higher the ratio, the higher the debt; below 0.5 is low debt; may want to avoid those over 0.5 

Meeting 5: Wednesday - Monday

Groups will reconvene and combine their financial findings into one well-organized attractive Excel spreadsheet. T 

Each group will create a PowerPoint or Prezi (embed the Excel spreadsheet) to show to a group of interested investors. Their goal is to convince these investors to buy stock in one of their companies.  Each group must give the investors information about their companies’ sector and subcategory, other competing companies and current management. They must use historical financial data and current financial data. 

The presentation will conclude with a recommendation to the investors as to the stock that the group members believe will be the best investment. 
