Stock Market Research Project

Students will learn how to compare and contrast businesses in the same industry and how to make informed and educated decisions when choosing to buy stock.

Part 1

Students will be divided into groups of 3-4. Each group will choose an industry. Each member of the group will then choose a publicly traded company in that industry. The stock must be traded on the NYSE or NASDAQ. That member will become the “expert” on their company. Each member will find the following information about their company:

· Company Name

· Stock Symbol and Exchange that it is traded on
· Summary of the business. 

· History of the business
· Main competitors

Each member will write a paper a one-page paper in essay form including the above information. Cutting/Pasting will result in a grade of 0!
Part 2

Each member will then find the following financial information for their company.

· Financial Analysis 

1. Net Income for last 3 years – Market Watch – Financials Tab
2. EPS  for last 3 years – diluted EPS – Market Watch Financials Tab
3. Current Market Cap - Google
4. Beta 
5. 52 week hi/low stock price

6. current stock price - Google
7. What are the Analysts Ratings for this company?-Market Watch – Analysts Ratings.
8. This link takes you to an excellent stock evaluation tool on the MSN website. Use their Stock Scouter tool to evaluate your company. Record the overall score and at least 5 positive and/or negative comments. http://money.msn.com/investing/stockscouter-stock-ratings.aspx
Part 3

When each member has completed their company research, the financial information will be combined into one Excel spreadsheet for the group. 
Part 4

The group will make a brief presentation to the class outlining their research findings and making their recommendations for the stock that they think is the best to buy and their reasons for their choice.
