Barker STEM Fair Information Sheet 2014-2015
Barker Middle School is a STEM school! Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math are the main focus of study across the curriculum. As part of our STEM school goals, every student at Barker Middle School is required to complete a STEM Fair Project during the 2nd grading period for a Project/Test grade in their Science class. Some time will be given throughout the next few months for students to complete some of the work towards their projects in class, but the main experiment itself and creating the display board will be conducted at home. This is an awesome opportunity for students to participate in an in-depth project involving higher level thinking skills, the use of independent learning, and experience a hands-on approach to the Scientific Process which is a state science standard. 

The project involves asking a testable question, making a hypothesis about the question, identifying procedures & materials to complete the investigation, making claims supported by evidence, drawing conclusions, and reflecting on the experience. Demonstration projects are not allowed. 

Timeline:
September/October 

· Students research project ideas in their Science class

· Students project Question and short Procedure are approved

· Students work in class on “Official” Question, Hypothesis, Procedure/Materials template

October/November

· Students “Official” Question, Hypothesis, Procedure/Materials are approved; Students that do not complete this portion will not be allowed to enter the 2nd Round of the Barker STEM Fair

· After approval, students MAY NOT change their project; this may result in a failing grade for the project and students will not be allowed to enter the 2nd Round of the Barker STEM Fair

· Students conference with Science teacher and “check-in” about project progress

· Students without computer access at home will use Language Arts class time to type & print project items (November)

· Students purchase a project display board and begin to put together their presentation board
November/December

· 11/17 to 11/25 students will be assigned dates in which they will bring their projects in to their Science class; failure to bring project in on the assigned date will result in a “Late” grade and they cannot compete in the 2nd Round of the Barker STEM Fair

· Students will receive a Project/Test grade for their project in their Science class

· Students advancing to Round 2 will compete for prizes in the 2014-2015 Barker STEM Fair on Wednesday, December 10, 2014--judging during the school day by community members with public viewing & awards Thursday evening

· Top projects are encouraged to compete in the Regional Science Fair at Valparaiso University on Saturday, February 21, 2015 with their registration submission due in late January with the help of Mrs. Hamann, Curriculum Coach
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please detach this half sheet and return to your
Science Teacher by: _________________________________________
By signing you are verifying that you and your student have read and are aware of the 2nd grading period Science class requirement at Barker Middle School.

Questions please contact your child’s Science Teacher.

Printed Student Name: ______________________________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _______________

Printed Parent/Guardian Name: ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________ Date: _______________

