State Project
Task 1:  PowerPoint Presentation
Congratulations! You have just been hired by the Office of Tourism in the state of ___________________.  The Governor has just informed you that not enough people are visiting your state, and you must find a way to attract more visitors.  You and your Public Relations Director are to create a presentation featuring your state and the attractions that would draw more visitors.  You will deliver this presentation at various travel conventions throughout the United States.  The goal of the presentation will be to encourage travel agents to promote your state as a travel destination to clients. 
GOAL of the Presentation:  to get people to visit your state.

Your presentation should include the following information.

· Title slide with name of your state, and a slogan inviting people to visit
· Facts about the state—location, capital, governor, population, main industry, topography, state motto, state nickname, etc.
· Main features such as points of interest, sports and recreation, museums, historical sites: etc.
· Fun Facts about the state
· Map 

· REAL graphics displaying features of your state

· Animation on slides
· Transitions between each slides
· Minimum 8 slides.
(You and your partner will deliver this presentation to the travel agents (AKA class) beginning ___________________________________.
Websites you may find helpful:
· http://www.refdesk.com/travusa1.html#usa   (Virtual Encyclopedia has a travel USA section with links to each state. )
· http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/stateknow/  (Knowledge has basic facts about any state)
· http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/around_the_world/u_s__states/   (Yahooligans has a page of links to each of the states )
· http://www.50states.com/   (Fifty States index gives facts of interest for each state)
· http://www.internet4classrooms.com/on-line.htm  (Online tutorials for PowerPoint and other programs) 
Task 2: Database, Letter, & Mailing Labels
Database:  Your first presentation will be the Florida Annual Travel Agents Convention next month.  Create a database that will be used to collect information about travel agencies.  The database should have five fields:  Company Name, Address, City, State (2 letters), and zip.  Find the names and addresses of five travels agencies in Florida and input their data into your database which you will name Travel Associates.
Letter:  GOAL of the form letter:  to get agents to attend your presentation.

Create a form letter inviting the travel agents to attend your presentation at the Florida Annual Travel Agents Convention next month.  This letter should be aimed at promoting your state and getting the agents excited to see your presentation.  Perhaps you could offer a special promotion to entice the agents to attend your presentation at the convention (free gift cards, free tickets, etc.)  Be creative.  

Create a letterhead in the HEADER of your document.  This letter is coming from your state Office of Tourism; find the appropriate information that should be included in the header on the Internet.

Merge the form letter with the Travel Associates database.  Before printing, check to see that the spacing between letter parts is correct, and VERTICALLY CENTER the letter (File—Page Setup).  In addition to printing the letters, print a copy of the letter with the placeholders displayed.
Mailing Labels:  Print mailing labels using the Travel Associates database (5 labels)

Task 3:  Billboard Ad
GOAL of the billboard ad:  to get people to visit your state.

Using PowerPoint or Word, design a billboard advertisement that will be used around the country to advertise your state and increase tourism.  Remember, people read billboards as they drive by in the car, so don’t include too much text.  Get your point across with as few words as possible.  Your billboard should have a professional, attractive appearance.
Due Date—_______________at the beginning of class. Staple all printouts to rubric in the order listed on the rubric.
· Print the PowerPoint in handouts, six per page.

· Print copies of all five mail merged letters and a copy of the letter with the placeholders displayed.
· Print the mailing labels
· Print the database table with the five records (this should print on one page)

· Print the billboard (this should print on one page)

Presentations will begin ____________________.  Practice your presentations before you present.  DON”T plan to read off the slides—know your information.  Make eye contact with the audience, and don’t turn your back to the audience during the presentation. Nothing should be in your mouth (gum or candy) when presenting.
