“SOMETHING THE LORD MADE”


1. Describe the two reasons why Mr. Thomas operated on the hearts of dogs in Dr. Blalock's research laboratory when he was preparing for the blue baby operations. 

2. How did Mr. Thomas lose his college savings?

3. Why was it difficult for Vivien Thomas to get a job once he had decided that he was not going to be able to go to college? 

4. Was Dr. Blalock a racist or a man who did as much as he could to help Vivien Thomas have a fulfilling career?
5. What role did racism play in the fact that Dr. Blalock was able to keep Vivien Thomas as a lab assistant for so many decades and benefit from Thomas' work without giving him credit?

6. In the Blalock/Thomas team effort, did one of the team members benefit more than the other? 

7. Did Dr. Blalock act in a caring manner toward Mr. Thomas? 

8. Was the blue baby surgery performed by Dr. Blalock full open heart surgery? 

9. Why did Vivien Thomas cause such a controversy when he went out of the lab in his white lab coat? 

10. What did Dr. Blalock see in Vivien Thomas a few weeks after Thomas began to work for him? 
11. Do you agree with the priest that Dr. Blalock was being arrogant and had embarked on a vain quest for glory by operating on the heart of a blue baby patient? 

12. Was the first blue baby operation an experiment, as the Priest charged? 

13. One of the most important ethical obligations for a doctor is to make sure that his or her treatments do no harm. Did Dr. Blalock violate that obligation by rushing into the first blue baby operation after he had performed only one trial surgery on a dog? 
14. After Dr. Blalock and Dr. Taussig took full credit for the operation and didn't give Mr. Thomas any credit, the character of Vivien Thomas in the movie says to Blalock: "I'm invisible to the world. I don't mind that. I understand that. I thought it was different in here." What did he mean? 
15. At the end of the film, Dr. Blalock says to Mr. Thomas, "They say you haven't lived unless you have a lot to regret. I regret .... I have some regrets. But I think we should remember not what we lost but what we've done ... all the lives we saved and we did. We saved plenty didn't we Vivien?" What do you think that Blalock was talking about? 
