
Br ief  Hist ory of  Thanksgiving

In November 1621, after the Pilgrims' f irst corn harvest proved successful, Governor Wil l iam Bradford 
organized a celebratory feast. The food served was most l ikely Turkey, venison, seafood, and the vegetables 
that they planted and harvested that year? onions, carrots, beans, spinach, let tuce, and other greens.
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We asked students and staff what they are thankful for and what  t hey are look ing forward t o 
buying on Black  Fr iday or  Cyber  Monday?

Mrs. Wehr ley (School Nurse) - "My family and friends"    

Noah Brush (Junior ) - "My family members who help me through a lot of stress"

Mrs. Gearhardt  (Librar ian) - "Gods generous gifts... Jesus/salvation, family, friends, my jobs, 
health, home, the list is endless" " I'm  work ing on Black  Fr iday... so com e check  us out  at  Echo 
Bout ique"

Dalt on Trucksis (Senior ) - "Living in the freest and greatest nation in the world" "  I want  t o buy 
som e t im e t o sleep"

Mrs. Walker  (Super int endent 's Secret ary) - "Time spent with family" " If  I t el l  you, it  wouldn't  
be a secret "

Joey Row land (Freshm an) - "The opportunities that this school offers"

Mr. Fessler  (Technology Coordinat or ) - "Family and grand kids"

Em m a Szakal (Senior ) - "The opportunity to go to school and play sports" " I want  clot hes. Lot s 
of  clot hes"

Mr . Spit ler  (Assist ant  Pr incipal) - "My family, friends, health, home and being able to enjoy each 
day with all of the great people in my life; from my family and friends to my colleagues and 
students!"

Char li Sm it h (Sophom ore) - "Having a close relationship with my brother" "Not hing, I need t o 
save m oney"

Miss Shor t  (Science) -"My family (parents+sister), my cats, that I have a good home in a nice town 
and getting to teach science

Mr. Borchers (English) - "My healthy kids" "  I want  shir t s for  m y paint ing com pany"

Mrs. Ew ing (Mat h) - "Becoming a mom and a healthy baby Ewing" " I want  a new Room ba"

Miss Meyer  (Hist ory) - "My friends - work friends for keeping me sane and to put things in 
perspective and home friends who remind me to have a life outside of school"

Mr. Fisher  (Int ervent ion Specialist ) - "Newton schools". " I want  t he XTech Ult im at e Execut ive 
heat ed and cooled of f ice chair  $1899.99"

Mrs. Lavy (Secret ary) - "My family, my church family and Newton family for all the support and 
encouragement they give me"

Mrs. Ant hony (Business) - "My children and grandchildren. They are a blessing everyday"

Mrs. Alexander  (Guidance Counselor ) - "My family, my students at Newton, and being able to 
do what I love everyday"



WINTER SPORTS PRESEA SONS

High School  Boy's & Gir l 's Basket bal l :

High School  cheer :

swim:

Bowl ing:

boy's & gir l 's j unior  high basket bal l :

j unior  high cheer :

The Winter  Spor t 's season has ar r ived!  Red and White Night  took  place on 
Satur day, November  19th. Newton's 2022-2023 basketbal l  teams and 

cheer leader s wer e int r oduced. Below, is infor mat ion on al l   the winter  
spor ts teams! Check  i t  out !

Gavin Spit ler is back for the 5th year as head coach of  the Varsity team. Tab Lafol let te is 
now the JV coach, and Ryan Mol let te is the Freshmen Coach this year.  Last  season, the 

boys f inished with a 12-10 record and lost  a total  of  f ive seniors. The girl 's Varsity team 
f inished last  season with an 8-14 season, however, they only lost  one senior. Al l  coaches 
are returning this year with the addit ion of  Hol ly Alexander as a volunteer Coach. Both 

teams look to improve on their records f rom last  year!   

The High School  cheerleaders have a new Varsity coach this year in Layla Hicks, who was 
the JV coach the previous season. They have a smal l  squad this year with only a total  of  

nine cheerleaders, but  wil l  st i l l  be loud and hype up the crowd!

Similar to last  year, the swim team consists of  three swimmers again this year. Quinten 
Reimer, who made it  al l  the way to dist ricts last  year, Princeton Bess, and senior Noah 

Tul l is. They al l  look to place wel l  in the conference . 

The High School  Bowl ing team has a total  of  35 bowlers this year, 20 boys and 15 girls. The 
coaches this year are Eric Schindler, Chip Fisher, and Steven Applegate. They graduated a 

total  of  three seniors last  year, however there are a total  of  nine seniors this year. 

There is a very large squad this year for JH boys basketbal l , there are 12 7th grade players 
and nine 8th grade players. The coaches are Drew Wehrman, Shawn Landis, and Bruce 

Rat l i f f . Unl ike the boys, there is a relat ively smal l  squad this year for the girls consist ing 
of  nine players total  who wil l  play an 8th grade schedule as one team. They have returning 

coaches Missy Meyer, Tori Benedict  and  Chrissy Kenworthy.

The JH cheerleaders have a new coach this year in Tina Mol let te. Just  l ike the High School  
cheer  squad there is a total  of  nine cheerleaders in JH, three of  which are in 7th grade, and 

six in 8th grade. 



The Talent  Show

cont est ant s and t heir  act s:
Emma Szakal , Mal l or y Shade, Josh Fisher , Aar on Col vin, Aiden Kel l ey, Gr ayden St ocker , Emma 
Hemphil l , Eva Bowser , Hudson Mont gomer y, Mer cedes Cr aig, Jenna Robbins, Mason Br umbaugh, 
Max Bl air , and Mat t hew Koon: Awar ded 3r d pl ace by dancing and put t ing on a show t o kat y 
Per r y's "Cal if or nia Gir l s"   

Lil y Spar ks: Fol l owed up t he senior s as our  f ir st  singing act  and excit ed t he audience when she 
sang 'Human"

Emil y Fl or a:  Swit ched it  up a l it t l e bit  and gave a cal ming vibe t o t he show by pl aying "Can't  Hel p 
Fal l ing In Love" on t he f l ut e

Tayl or  Pol son: Dr ew in t he audience wit h deep passion t o her  singing by per f or ming "bur ning 
House"

Henr y Bal l ar d: Used a song and st or y combo t o wow t he audience dur ing  "Waving Thr ough a 
Window"

Cor i Haines: Won 1st  pl ace by bl owing t he audience out  of  t he wat er  wit h her  singing skil l s t o 
l ady gaga's "Shal l ow"   

Pr est on Chr ist man: Won over  t he audience by t hr owing pics in t he audience af t er  he pl ayed 
"Smoke On The Wat er " , pl us t wo ot her  songs on his guit ar  

Jayl a Lel and: Was vot ed 2nd pl ace by giving a sweet  per f or mance singing al ong t o "Beaut if ul  Day" 
whil e pl aying t he guit ar , adding a f ew giggl es and smil es.  

 Mr s. Hughes, Miss Meyer , Mr s. Kenwor t hy, Mr . Fisher , Mr . Schindl er , Ms. Nunemaker , Mr s. Ewing 
Miss Shor t , and Mr . Fr yman:  Sur pr ised al l  t he st udent s by giving a f un per f or mance t o Tayl or  
Swif t 's "Shake It  Of f " . Teacher s, we wish we coul d of  vot ed f or  you! Thanks f or  t he f un!  

 

1st 2nd

 The Talent  Show was held Tuesday, Novem ber  22nd, t he day before 

Thanksgiving Break ! There were m any dif ferent  act s, such as singing, dancing, 
and playing inst rum ent s. We hope you enjoyed t he show as m uch as we did! 

3rd

A special thanks to our MC, Miss Short  for keeping us laughing! 



LOCAL
COFFEE & CREAM

HOURS:

M: 6:30AM - 7PM

T: 6:30AM - 7PM

W: 6:30AM - 7PM

T: 6:30AM - 7PM

F: 6:30AM - 7PM

S: 7:30AM - 7PM

Located at :

210 W High  St . Pleasant  Hill , 
Ohio 

What  i s your  favori te i tem  on the menu?

Whi te Peppermint  Mocha and the Peppermint  

Milk shake

How is i t  work ing for  a new company?

Great !! A lot  of business so far  (especiall y on  

weekends) 

What  i s the most  di ff i cul t  thing to make?

Any k ind of milk shake

How has balancing school  and this job affected                     

you?

It  has not  been bad at  all , the only downside i s 

get t ing home later  than usual

What  i s the busiest  day of the week?

Defini tely Saturday

What  i s your  favori te par t  of the job?

At tempt ing the Lat te ar t  

Newton 
Student  

Workers! THE EXCHANGEDecember  6, 6-9pm

AXE OUT CANCER (Axe Throwing): 

Pictures wi th  SANTA

Wreath  Mak ing

Cook ie DECORATING

Small  Town Christmas 

Emma Hemphill  

Eva Bowser   

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=bd7c21a010&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1750128760534143308&th=1849b4d5cad5114c&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-MQ4sHQK6Sl6d5P8PqwszJkdGV31VPFQCBR4ctt66oYIus3eXX8RYtU717pjpq8rq9xGR_C3kjMV33zX-0eFm-7LA7WqcrALZaXgNDAZjroql0wjuCdF6OO7g&disp=emb&realattid=1849b4cfc066acedc2c1


The Bar n Yout h Cent er

Tur key  Tr ot

We int er viewed t he owner s of  The Bar n, 
Camer on and Jenna Myer s, and asked t hem 

a f ew quest ions t hat  we f el t  wer e 
impor t ant  t o shar e!

This year's annual Turkey Trot was held on Thanksgiving morning at 8 a.m. 
in the chilly 56 degree weather where over 100 community members were 

there to run, cheer on the runners, or just enjoy coffee and pastries 
provided by the newly opened coffee shop, Local. The Barn collected items 
for the Community Food Truck Blessing Box, an organization that provides 

food security through mobile food pantries around the Troy and Piqua 
areas. If  you missed out this year, you're invited next year on Thanksgiving 

morning, as this is an annual event! 

How l ong have you been in char ge of  
r unning/wor king t he bar n?

Cam eron and Jenna Myers began directing 
The Barn  in  August of 2020. At the tim e, 

they lived in  Centerville but now  have 
m oved in to the house on the property. 

What  is your  main goal  f or  t he 
bar n?

The Barn 's m ain  goal is to provide a 
space for kids to build relationships 

w ith God and their peers.

Who was t he f ir st  owner  and when did 
The Bar n f ir st  open?

Larry and Bonn ie Pow ell w ere the f irst 
ow ners of the barn , w hich opened in  1986 in  

their garage.

Woul d you have imagined your sel f  in 
t his posit ion sever al  year s ago?

Not at all. Cam eron has been in  the youth 
m in istry since 2014. Providentially, f riends 

w ho lived in  Pleasant Hill suggested applying 
for the director position . Without them , w e 
w ould have had little to no connection  to 

th is m in istry.

What  ar e some of  your  f avor it e 
act ivit ies t o do wit h t he kids?

Jenna en joys playing ?Apples to 
Apples?, runn ing the snack bar, and 

hanging out at the skate park 
Cam eron loves playing air-hockey 

and basketball.

You'r e I nvit ed! 
HS Christm as Party- Decem ber 16th 7-10pm

JH Christm as Party- Decem ber 17th 7-10pm  
Regul ar  Hour s 

HS- Every Friday 7-10pm  

JH - First and Third Saturday 7-10pm  

5th/ 6th - Fourth Saturday 7-9:30pm  

"It's alw ays free and alw ays fun !"

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=bd7c21a010&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1750128760534143308&th=1849b4d5cad5114c&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-MQ4sHQK6Sl6d5P8PqwszJkdGV31VPFQCBR4ctt66oYIus3eXX8RYtU717pjpq8rq9xGR_C3kjMV33zX-0eFm-7LA7WqcrALZaXgNDAZjroql0wjuCdF6OO7g&disp=emb&realattid=1849b4cfc066acedc2c1


We had a guest speaker by the name of Jay Via. He was in the Ohio 
National Guard from 2005-2013. He was stationed in Kuwait and 
Afghanistan,  during his time in the military.

Mr. Via's  original dream  was  to be a Philadelphia Eagles football 
player, but as we all know, not all dreams come true. However, Mr. 
Via also wanted to be a U.S soldier. Even though he didn't 
complete his dream when he f irst could've, he became a soldier at 
the age of 36.  His message from the assembly was to tell students 
that dreams can stil l come true and there is no time stamp of when 
they can happen.    

Veterans Day was 

Friday, November 11th. 

We had an asse
mbly 

for grades 4th 

through 12th!

Vet er ans  DAY & Bl ood  Dr ive Recap

  Our  Blood Dr ive was 

held on Novem ber  8t h in 
t he Fieldhouse 

Com m unit y Room .

Most  of  t h is year 's 
donors were f ir st  t im ers. 

We had 15 f ir st  t im e 
donors and 26 donors all 

t oget her .

  Great  job Indians!  

Most  of  t he blood 
donat ed goes t o people 
in need on a wait ing l ist  
at  hospit als all over  t he 

count ry. 

 Fun Fact : When you 
donat e for  t he f ir st  t im e 
you get  a card w it h your  

blood t ype on it . 

Thank You Veterans, for all the protect ion you provide to cit izens.

Thank You Blood Donors, for saving lives and helping others.

Blood 

Dr ive



The News  Toons
We are split into four different groups in the classroom to make sure 

that our work is done efficiently and effectively! In most cases, we 
switch our groups every quarter in order to get different thoughts, 

ideas, opinions, and abilit ies throughout our work.  

Here we have t he week ly group! These are t he 
st udent s t hat  produce t he week ly paper ! Each 

st udent  is assigned a dif ferent  ar t icle/ t ask  on t he 
paper . In t he group we have:

Junior, Kylie Velkof f : Ned's Newton News

Junior, Reese Hess: Power Puff´ s Present (Birthdays and 
National Days)

Senior, Mallory Shade: Guest Star

Senior, Aiden Kelley: Tune Squad Sports News and Kelpy 
G's Jams (weekly song)

Senior, Nicole Devlin: Clubhouse News

Senior, Max Blair : Tweety's Tea 

For  our  next  group we have t he Bullet in 
Board group! These are t he st udent s t hat  
work  hard t o m ake t he boards around our  

school fun and inform at ive! In t h is group we 
have:

Senior, Henry Ballard

Senior, Taylor  Polson

Junior, Brooke Hines

Sophomore, Cor i Haines

Our  next  group is t he Yout ube video 
group! These are t he st udent s t hat  
f i lm  and produce t he week ly video! 
These st udent s work  hard t o please 
t he st udent  body! In t h is group we 

have:

Senior, Josh Fisher

Senior, Mercedes Craig

Senior, Aaron Colvin

Junior, Bella Hall

Junior, Quinn Pet ers

Junior, Dan Fisher

Our  f ir st  group is our  
car t oon Com ic St r ip group! 
This is a new group t hat  we 
m ade t his quar t er . These 

st udent s work  hard t o 
design com ics using new 
sof t ware and a creat ive 

t ouch! St ay t uned! In t h is 
group we have:

Senior, Grayden St ocker

Senior, Mat t hew  Koon  

Senior, Nicole Devlin says 
her favorite thing about the class is 

¨The atmosphere inside the classroom 
and the connections each group has 

with each other¨.

Juniors, Dan Fisher, Quinn 
Peters, and Bella Hall say that their 
favorite thing about this class is ¨The 

videos, and having the creative experience 
while being able to bond with the 

student body ¨.

Thank You Veterans, for all the protect ion you provide to cit izens.

Thank You Blood Donors, for saving lives and helping others.



EXAM SCHEDULE

EXAM TIPS

St udy Habit s You Can Tr y:
Don't  cram: Studies show that 
cramming all of your studying for a 
big test is not optimal for 
long-term memory retention.

Ask for help: You don?t have to 
struggle through dif f icult material on 
your own. Don't be afraid to ask your 
teachers, or even your classmates, for 
help on dif f icult subjects.

First semester exams are quickly approaching. This year's exam dates are 
Friday, December 16th, Monday, December 19th, and Tuesday, December 

20th. While exams can be nerve racking for everyone, Seventh Graders 
tend to be extra nervous as it is their first time taking exams. Here are 

some tips and tricks from exam-experienced seniors.         
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Tip for her exam from Seniors  
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Tip for her exam from Seniors  
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For Mr. Borchers' exam make sure to review old study guides, 
and make sure you know all important dates, and the authors 
of the books your are reading. It may also be helpful to review 
SparkNotes.

Tip for her exam from Seniors  

If you are a 7th, 9th, or 11th grader you will be taking an exam 
for Miss Meyer. The high number of questions can be 
overwhelming. However, if you make sure to read over your 
previous notes, homework, and tests and you will do alright. 
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I'm going to be honest, it is highly unlikely you will get every 
question right on Mr. Davis's exams. Make sure to ask thorough 
questions before the test. Another option is doing practice 
problems to prepare for the exam's content.

* Of f icial exam  form  w il l  
be passed out  next  week!



Lifewise Academy is a Christ ian 
organizat ion that  helps kids learn about  
Jesus in a fun way.  They bel ieve that  a 
child's character can benefit  from 
lessons from the Bible. Because the 
program is run by volunteers and the 
services are free to students, the Lifewise 
team puts on a variety of fundraisers, l ike 
the Tree Farm, to raise money. If you are 
st il l in need of a Christmas t ree, check 
out  the Tree Farm across from the school! 

Tree L ighting and L ifewise Tree Farm
This year the annual Pleasant  Hil l 
t ree l ight ing was on Sunday, 
November 27th! On this rainy 
evening, not  only was the t ree 
l ighted, but  there were also dif ferent  
booths sel l ing hot  chocolate, coffee, 
boba tea, and ket t le corn. Even Santa 
came to visit ! Be sure to check out  
the town's Christmas t ree sit t ing on 
the corner of Monument and Main St . 

Every year, the battle between The Ohio St at e Buckeyes and Michigan Wolver ines is 
something of legendary status. The rivalry has been vigorous and uninterrupted since 1918! 
Last year was the first time since 2011 that  the Wolverines have beaten the Buckeyes. This 
year, the game was played in Columbus and the blood for both sides was boiling as they both 
came into the game undefeated. Even the coaches had some beef going as Michigan Coach, Jim  
Harbaugh  talked about Ohio State's Coach, Ryan Day, being handed everything  once he took 
the Head Coach job in 2018. The game started off perfect for the Buckeyes as Heisman  Trophy 
favorite C.J.St roud threw a perfect pass to Sophomore Receiver Em eka Egbuka in the endzone 
to cap off a great drive down the field. Michigan marched down the field the next drive, scoring 
a field goal making it an offensive game. Michigan's star running back, Blake Corum , took two 
snaps but  did not play for the rest of the game due to a leg injury which occurred the previous 
game. In the end, OSU's plan of stopping the run collapsed when Michigan Quarterback, J.J. 
McCar t hy capitalized and threw for 263 yards with 3 touchdowns. The Buckeyes offense looked 
to be firing on all cylinders but their defense couldn't contain the Michigan Wolverine's powerful 
offense. The Wolverines upset the Buckeyes, with a final score of 45-23. This was the first time 

the Wolverines have beaten the Buckeyes in the Horseshoe since 2000!

The % of  st af f  and 
st udent s predicting 

the winner

76.47% 

23.53% 

THE Gam e



This is our  November  puzzl e. The Answer s f or  t he 
cr osswor d wil l  be based of f  of  our  mont hl y Smoke Signal  
ar t icl es. I f  you successf ul l y t ur n in t he puzzl e t o Mr s. 

Kenwor t hy bef or e December  2nd you wil l  be ent er ed int o a 
compet it ion t o win a $5 l ocal  gif t  car d. t he r esul t s wil l  be 

dr awn December  5t h. 

Newton's November: Puzzler Page

ACROSS
3. Mr. Via?s original dream was to play professional football for the Philadelphia ____
7. Mrs. Ewing planned to buy this on Black Friday
8. Mr. Fisher wants the ____ Ultimate Executive heated and cooled office chair for Black Friday
10. Last name of the Guest speaker at Veteran?s Day Assembly
12. Talent show winner
13. Last name of the Freshmen Boy?s Coach and Junior High Cheer Coach
14. Introduction night of basketball teams (Red and ____ Night)
DOWN
1. According to Emma H and Eva B the hardest drink to make at Local is a ___
2. Newest group in the NewsToons is the ____ ___ group
4. In November 1621, after the Pilgrims' first corn harvest proved successful, Governor William ______ 
organized a celebratory feast
5. The Barn's main goal is to provide a space for kids to build relationships with ___ and their peers.
6. School club (abbreviation) that puts on the Blood Drive
9. Who puts on the Turkey Trot
11. In the Talent Show there are five performers who did this for their performance
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