
Students unfamiliar or uncomfortable with poetry often struggle to understand new poems. In many
cases, students do not know how to analyze a poem, let alone the most e ective steps with which to
approach a challenging poem. When this is the case, simple mnemonic devices like SMILE can help
them get started, and makes analyzing a poem easy and fun.

SMILE is an acronym that helps students remember important aspects of a poem to interpret. Each 
letter stands for a separate poetic element as outlined below.



 

S Structure  

M Meaning  

I Imagery  

L Language  

E Effect  

 




