ACTIVITY: Short Stories
GROUP TOPIC: Communication & Creative Expression
GROUP FOCUS: To utilize pieces of a story orther people have written to create a cohesive short story.
MATERIALS:

Lined paper
Pencils, pens or marker
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
GROUP DESCRIPTION: Have everyone sit in a circle around the table. Give each person a sheet of lined paper and something to write with. Have each person begin a story with "Once up a time there was …" Each person writes for two minutes, then passes the paper to their left. The person to the left will continue the story. Do this until the paper comes back to the person who started it. Have each person read their story aloud.
POSSIBLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How did your story change as it went around the table?
2. Was it difficult to pick up where someone left off? Why or why not?
3. Why is it important to be able to express yourself through written communication?
4. When in your life has it been important to express your ideas through writing?
5. How can writing be used as a coping skill?
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