
Monday, 
October 17th 
2016

Intro to Unit
AOTW

Do Now:
Write about what you think 
Native American reservations 
are like today? What struggles
do native people face in 
todays society?

Line up against the 
window/wall to find 
your new seats



Native American Reservations 
today…

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SM8WZ0ztMuc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM8WZ0ztMuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SM8WZ0ztMuc


About Unit II Part I: In this 
unit…
You will be responsible for reading one of two Sherman Alexie books (which we 
have assigned to you). As you read the novel you will be responsible for creating a 
portfolio in one note (we will discuss this in detail on Friday), participating in 
Socratic seminars between Miss Nieto and Miss Kaplan’s class, as well as weekly 
book questions. 

You will have reading pages/ chapters due by the end of every class on Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Article of the week will still happen every other Tuesday. Starting in 
November you will have Socratic book seminars every Thursday until we finish 
reading the book. 



About Unit II Part II: In this 
unit…
You will create a trifold research presentation on a Native American tribe of your 
choice. We will have a Native American guest speaker who will enhance your 
understanding of Native people, and tribal culture. 









Tuesday, 
October 18th 
2016

You will need your planner, 
journal, and computer

Planner

Pipeline

Do Now: Make a KWL Chart 
about Native American 
culture.
K- What I Know 
already 

W- What I want to 
know

L- What I learned 
(This will be filled 
in at the end of 
the unit)

1. 1. 1.

2. 2. 2.

3. 3. 3.



Oil Pipeline

– Read the article (on OneNote: Content Library: Pipeline Page)
– Take notes (will be turned in with paragraph)

– Write a well developed paragraph about whether you agree or disagree.
– Topic sentence: States the main idea

– Supporting Details: 3-5 details that support the topic sentence

– In text citation

– Closing Sentence

– Paragraph will be written in OneNote. Use the class notes and title it Pipeline.



Wednesday, 
October 19th 
2016

Sherman Alexie Biography

Pipeline

Do Now: The author we will 
be studying is known for using
Humor in dark situations. Why
do you think he chooses to do 
this? What is the effect of 
dark humor?



Sherman Alexie

– Video on Sherman Alexie

http://content.time.com/time/video/player/0,32068,1908400416001_2127147,00.html


Which Literature circle are you 
in?
Absolutely True Diary of A Part 
Time Indian 

– Carter

– David

– Patricia

– Jordi

– Kaeden

– Eryn

– Gabe

Flight 

– Aisling

– Mikayla

– Brianna

– Kaley

– Kylie

– Grace

– Wyatt

– Lucas

– Kaitlyn

– Kairi

– Joey

– Dylan

– Jessica

– Jacob

– Ellie



Pipeline

– 30 minutes to continue reading the story and taking 
notes
– Work on paragraph

– Video and Discussion

– Paragraphs are due Thursday, October 20th. Today will be 
your last in class time to work on it.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/showdown-over-oil-pipeline-becomes-a-national-movement-for-native-americans/2016/09/06/ea0cb042-7167-11e6-8533-6b0b0ded0253_story.html


Thursday, 
October 20th 
2016

Sherman Alexie Indian Education

Permission Slips

Do Now: Explain the following
Sherman Alexi quote…



Indian Education

– This short story details a narration of Sherman Alexie’s education. 
Including his time in school on and off of the reservation.

– This is similar to what happens to the characters in our books.

– He uses his own personal history in his stories.

– Put a + (positive sign) next to any school experiences that are positive and
a – (negative sign) next to any that are negative as you read.



After Reading

– Answer the following question in your journals.

1. Write down some of your own memorable school experiences positive or negative. 
Which kind of memories seem to dominate? Are the experiences connected?
2.What overall impression does Alexie create of life on the reservation? Point to specific 
EXAMPLES in the text that contribute to this impression.
3. The title “Indian Education” refers here to more than just formal schooling. What are 
some other implications of the title?

4. Notice those places in the essay where Alexie describes how Native Americans face 
prejudice and negative stereotyping. What does this focus suggest about his PURPOSE?

5. Alexie refers to his hair in the opening sentence of the essay and in the sections on 
second grade and twelfth grade. How, and of what, is his hair a SYMBOL?



Friday, October
21st 2016

Setting up portfolios

Do Now:
Describe the phrase “part-
time Indian”. What do you 
think it means to be a “part-
time Indian”? Are you a part-
time anything? Explain.



Portfolios

– OneNote set up

– Create new section

– Set up Table of Content

– Discussion on reading



Monday, 
October 24th 
2016

Work on AOTW

Reading:

ATDOPI- pg. 1- 24

Flight CH. 1-2

Do Now:
Explain the following Native 
American proverb: 



Tuesday, 
October 25th 
2016

Reading/ notes:

ATDOPI- pg. 1- 24

Flight CH. 1-2

Do Now:
Read the article 
(https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/whats-in-name/201107/names-
and-identity-the-native-american-naming-tradition)                                 

and summarize how Native 
Americans get their names 
detailing the differences 
between “us” and “me”.

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/whats-in-name/201107/names-and-identity-the-native-american-naming-tradition
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/whats-in-name/201107/names-and-identity-the-native-american-naming-tradition


Wednesday, 
October 26th 
2016

Independent work on story 
questions.

Do Now:
Sherman Alexie writes a lot 
about what it is like to be 
outside of your comfort zone. 
Write about a time you were 
outside of your comfort zone.



What can I be doing today?

– Flight: Read Chapter 1- 5

– ATD: Read pages 1-43

– Work on portfolio

– Chapter questions  (Flight 1-2 and ATD 1-24 Due Thursday)

– Article of the Week (Due Tuesday)



Thursday, 
October 27th 
2016

Native American Names

Portfolio

Flight Ch 3-5 Due Friday

ATD Pg 24-43 Due Friday

Chapter 1-2 (F), Pg 1-24 (ATD) 
Questions Due Today

Do Now:
In Native American culture 
the connection to nature is 
significant. Write about an 
experience you had out in 
nature and how it has 
effected/ influenced you.



Friday, October
28th 2016

Small Lit Circles

Flight:

Chapter 1-2 ?

Reading 1-5

Do Now:
Sherman Alexie is one of the most 
banned authors in schools. Parents 
frequently detest his use of 
profanity, his depictions of Native 
American life including alcoholism, 
drugs, violence, poverty…
Write a letter to parents as to why 
this book should not be banned. 

ATD:

Pg 1-24 ?

Reading 1-43



Literature Circle Roles
– Plot Person: Fill out plot line for the story so far

– Quote Finder: Find quotes that are interesting in the story and give an explanation on why it 
interested you.

– Questioner: Come up high questions as you look back through the book. These will be used 
to help guide the discussions on Thursdays.

– Themes Analyzer: Come up with a theme/s that you think represents what you have read so 
far.

– Character Analyzer: Write down an characters represented in the story so far, details about 
them and how the author portrays them.

– Connection Person: Write down and discuss any connections you find in the story. These 
could be text to text, text to self, or text to world.

– Summarizer: Write a well developed summary about what has happened in the book so far. 
If you are struggling, work with the plot person/ people to make sure you are not missing any
major events/ plot points.



Monday, 
October 31st 
2016

Chapter quiz/ chapter reading

Do Now: 
Write about the cultural 
tradition in America of 
Halloween. 



Work Day
• Article of the Week (Tomorrow)

• Reading
• Chapter Questions

• Portfolio



Tuesday, 
November 1st 
2016

AOTW Socratic Seminar 

Do Now:
Pull out your articles of the 
week and star the three notes 
you want to read in your 
discussion. 



Wednesday, 
November 2nd 
2016
Prepare for 1st Socratic Seminar

• Ch. 1-8 Flight, pgs. 1-66 ATD

New AOTW

Work time ( 3 Portfolio assignments 
due 11/9

Read Ch 9-12 (F), pgs. 67-97 (ATD) 
for Friday

Do Now:
Write a letter to Sherman 
Alexie. What would you want 
to ask him? What would you 
want to share with him.



Socratic Seminar:
Rubric:

Self-Assessment Score Partner Assessment Score

Staying on Topic (1-4)

Tally the number of comments 
made. Did they make 3? (y/n + 
comments)

Comment Quality (1-4)

Did they reference/cite the text 
or use text evidence? (y/n + 
comments)

Did they use logical reasoning? 
(y/n +comments)

Do they have five detailed notes 
from the discussion? (y/n)



Thursday, 
November 3rd 
2016

Book Socratic Seminar 

Do Now:
Look at your chapter notes 
and star 3 things you want to 
say in your discussion before 
we switch to our book rooms.



Socratic Seminar

Partner A Partner B

Aisling Ian

Sean Brianna/ Max

Holden Kylie

Ellie Ryan

Nick Jacob

Dylan Olivia

Zach Jessica

Matteen JT

In your groups fill 
out the top of 
your rubric and 
discuss how you 
will each be 
assessed.



Friday, 
November 4th 
2016
Chapter reading due today

Flight (Ch. 9-12)

ATD (Pgs. 67-97)

Do Now:
Look at the cover of your book
and analyze it. Is there any 
symbolism? What do the 
covers mean? How does it 
reflect themes you see in the 
books so far?



Monday, 
November 7th 
2016
Create rubric

3 portfolio assignments due 
Wednesday

Reading/ Portfolio

Article of the Week

Do Now:
Write about your favorite part
of the book.



Today’s Agenda

– Create the portfolio rubric

– Work time
– New Article of the Week

– 3 portfolio assignments due Wednesday

– Reading
– Flight: Chapters 13-15 (pgs. 107-130) by Tuesday

– ATD: Pages 98-129 by Tuesday



Tuesday, 
November 8th 
2016
Grab your computers

Socratic Seminar

Checklists

Chapter Questions 13-17 Due 
Wednesday 16th

Reading

3 Portfolio Assignments

Do Now: Read the following 
poem “The Powwow at the 
End of the World”. How does 
it make you feel? 

(It is on the OneNote under 
Content Library-Classwork)



Wednesday, 
November 9th 
2016

Write and fix this paragraph.

Squanto, a member of the native American 
patuxet tribe, helped the Pilgrims servive 
after a hard winter in the New World. He 
showing them how to catch fish grow corn, 
and fertilize crop. He also worked to keep 
piece with other tribes. In fall 1621, the 
gratefull Pilgrims held a harvest celebration 
that we remember in November with the 
Thanks giving holiday
 

Lit Circles

3 portfolio assignments are due 
Today



Wednesday, 
November 9th 
2016

Yesterday was “Mom and Dad’s 
Day.” Write a letter to your 
parent/ guardian or to someone 
else who is important to you.
 Article of the Week?

Flight  through to chapter 19
ATD through to page 196
Chapter questions due Wednesday

First Quarter Assignments



Tuesday, 
November 15th
2016

 

Cactus: Write from the viewpoint
of a cactus. What’s it like to live 
in the desert? Do you have a 
“prickly personality?”

Article of the Week

Flight  through to chapter 19
ATD through to page 196
Chapter questions due Wednesday



Wednesday, 
November 16th
2016

 

Promise to yourself:

Write about a promise you want 
to make to yourself.

AOTW discussion



Thursday, 
November 17th
2016

Book Socratic Seminar 

Do Now:
Pull out your books. You will 
have 5 minutes to find 3 
discussion/ question topics.



Socratic Seminar

Partner A Partner B

Sean Aisling

Kylie Ian/ Adam

Jessica Matteen

Nick Hayley

Jacob Olivia

Max JT

Zach Dylan

Ellie Holden

Ryan Brianna

Noelle Kaley

In your groups fill 
out the top of 
your rubric and 
discuss how you 
will each be 
assessed.



First Nation Tribes Across the U.S

– Name some Native American tribes that you know





Five bands of American Indians 
tribes and their general regions
– Lakota (Sioux)

– Tlingit

– Diné (Navajo)

– Muscogee (Creek)

– Haudenosaunee (Iroquois)


