Specific lesson letters for 4K-2
SHELTER LETTER
Dear Families,

This week we are beginning our lessons on the Standard Response Protocol. We developed the lessons specifically for
our 4K-2 grades.

We’'ll start with a lesson on Shelter. We'll talk about different reasons we might need to seek shelter, such as a
thunderstorm or tornado warning. We’'ll practice staying away from windows, sitting with our backs against a wall, and
being quiet.

You can read the lesson below. If you have any questions, please contact me or visit mmsd.org/safety.

Sincerely,

[Name]
[Principal, School Name]


https://mmsd.org/safety

Lesson: SHELTER

Lesson concepts: Why this lesson matters:
In the event of severe weather or Teaching students about events where Shaltering to protect
otheer ; shudants onesall s important. Using an all kazards approach changes
may be directed to 8 location and our response from “tornado drill” o' the idea that different
asked 1o “Shelier” until given tha types of evants require going 1o a specific location and
“all clear.™ daing a particular action o stay safe.
Key words: Teaching notes:
Shelter Review the Emergency Procedures Flip Chart sections
Severs Weather on Toemado/Severe Weather, Lightning/Severe Weathes,
Tornado Watch and Shalter,
Tomado Warning

Materials:
Objectives: Map of bullding with the Iacatian and route to get
Students will un:;shnd . 10 Sholter area
need for us to Shelter. Student boehaboieniis
st o Considerations for individuals with specific
location and pedorm needed needs (e.g., student with a disability): Do you Do
posithoning to protect themselves you have students with mobility needs? Are there concamsa
{e.g., backs against the wall regarding the location or path to tha identified Shelter area?
in the identifiad location fora Do you have students with other needs that need to be
tornada), planmed in a Shelter sstuation?

Introduction: Today we are beginning our lessons on school safety responses. School safety
responses are the plans adults made, ahead of time, 1o make sure that everyone stays safe in
case there s aver an emergency at school. There are 5 common actions and today we will be
learning the first ane, how and when to Shelter. There are many reasons we nesd 0 seek Shelier
guickly and quisty to keep oursehwes sate here at schoal,

Story and discussion: What does [t mean to Shelter? (take a few hands) What are some
reasons we might need to Shalter? [severs weather, tornada) Sometimes we nead to ba quist
whan wa Shalter so we can hear directions. During severe weather we nead to seek Sheltar away
from windows, Or during a tornado warning we seck Shelter in the hallway in a position 1o protect
oursehes, Right now, find a place along the wall to practice sitting with vour back against the wall,
¥ou can either bend your knees or git criss cross, then put your head (o your knees and use your
hands to cover your face and neck. Remeamber 1o ba as quiet a5 you can so everybody can hear
any directions grven by olher teachess or the principal. In the spring the whole school will practice
hever fo Shestter in place. Let's go walk to the dessgnated area and practice agalm,

Skill practice:

Activity 1: Alter your school's 151 samaster Shatter drill, review the steps.

Get indoors (f outssda).

Walk to Shefter area.

Sit with back against the wall, head down against kneas, and cover your neck and face with your
arms {for tarnado).

Siay In the Shehar iecation untll the “all claar” = announced

Wrap up: Address any remaining questions or concemns.



