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Historical gem

NCCAC building, an architectural work of art

BY CHRIS J. GREGO
THE NEWS-ITEM
chris_g@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — Situated on
a hillside near the top of Arch
Street between Grant and Eighth
lies yet another architectural
wonder that still stands in the
city of Shamokin. The building
known today as the Northumber-

land County Career and Arts Cen-

ter (NCCAC) formerly served as
the Shamokin High School (SHS)
for 60 years, from its opening in

1915 until 1975, when construction

of the present Shamokin Area
High School (SAHS) building in
Coal Township was completed.
Today, the NCCAC building

serves the entire county as a
multi-purpose educational and
cultural center for the arts and
humanities. Yet a walk-through

of this local architectural wonder

takes one back to a bye-gone era

when schools and other buildings

were designed as much for their
beauty as the purpose for which
they served. It was a balance of

form and function, which seems

to have been lost in many of
today’s cookie-cutter designs.

Architectural wonder

The architect of the former
Shamokin High School was
William Harold Lee, who also
designed Shamokin’s one-of-a-
kind 2,000-seat showplace, the
former Victoria Theatre, which
was built two years later in 1917.
A National Historic Landmark,
“The Vickie” as it was known,
was sadly demolished in 1999.

During his career Lee would

2o on to design some of the most
architecturally impressive movie
theaters in Pennsylvania. Yet one

of his first projects was the for-

mer Shamokin High School.
The NCCAC building is an

expertly crafted mixture of

stained glass, wood, plaster, mar-

ble and brass. But beyond the
obvious architectural elements,
the building also contains many
hidden gems, all of which hear-
ken back to a time long gone.
The arched marble foyer
entrance located on the Arch
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View inside marble foyer looking toward the stairwell of the Northumberland County Career
and Arts Center in Shamokin.

Ground level illuminated view of the Northumberland County Career and Sunlight from stained glass plates reflects upon the darkened marble slabs
inside the grand foyer

Strengthening Hurricane

Arts Center auditorium.

Schuylkill Co. man
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