School Committee Meeting
Monday, June 29, 2015
High School Library

School Committee Members Present:  Robert Ebstein, Steven Mendoza, Tena Zapantis, Joel Bates, and Ed Devault.  
Administrators Present:  Superintendent Ingano, Jim Hastings, Karin Sheridan, and Kathy Buchanan. 
Others Present:  Bob Seed and John Martin 
Media Present:  Jan Gottesman and Eleston Simmons.

Superintendent Ingano called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of silence for Verilyn O’Connell (sister of CMS custodian David Fontana) and John Gannon (father of CHS teacher, coach, and AD, Tony Gannon).

Reorganization of Committee:  Superintendent Ingano welcomed the newly elected member of the School Committee, Ed Devault.  Steven Mendoza nominated Robert Ebstein as the Chair of the committee and Tena Zapantis seconded his motion.  No other nominations were brought forth and Mrs. Zapantis moved and Mr. Mendoza seconded to close nominations.  It was unanimously agreed. The motion to elect Mr. Ebstein as the chairman passed unanimously.  Mr. Ebstein then took nominations for the Vice-Chair of the committee.  Steve Mendoza moved and Ed Devault seconded to nominate Joel Bates as the Vice-Chair of the committee; no other nominations were brought forth and Mr. Mendoza moved and Mrs. Zapantis seconded to close nominations—it was unanimously approved and Joel Bates was unanimously appointed as the group’s new Vice-Chair.
Chair Ebstein shared his thoughts briefly on the successful override attempt, thanking the parent group for their support.  He hoped that the group would remain active and get even more involved in school issues and concerns.  He mentioned the Class of 2015, college attendance, honor students, and the fact that the two top students in the 8th grade this year will both be attending Clinton High School.  Robert also mentioned that eight advanced eighth graders will be taking courses at Clinton High this year and gave cudos to the district in general for a fine year.
Approval of Bills:  Mr. Mendoza made a motion and Mrs. Zapantis seconded to approve the bills; it was unanimously approved.
Approval of May 18 Minutes:  Mr. Mendoza motioned and Mrs. Zapantis seconded to approve the minutes as presented. Those minutes were unanimously approved.
Comments, Questions, and Requests:

Student:  

No report
PTA:  


No report
Special Needs Pac:  
No report

CTA:  


Nothing at this time. 
Superintendent’s Report:  ACTION ITEMS
Retirement:  Beverly Rice, physical education teacher at Clinton Elementary School, submitted her letter of retirement as of December 31, 2015.

Resignations:  Eloa DeSouza, first grade teacher at Clinton Elementary School will be exploring other career options; Shannon Jennings, an ABA Instructional Assistant, at the elementary school, has taken a teaching position with another district; and Scott Connery, Clinton High School English teacher, has accepted a position as Assistant Principal at Oxford High School—all were wished well by the committee.

LOA request:  Rebecca Goldman Mora will be having a baby boy on or about October 12; she is requesting a leave from that point to February of 2016.

Special Needs Proposal:  Kathy Buchanan came forward to present a proposal to move monies from the SPED consultant line item to the SPED salary line item.  Dr. John Hampel is leaving as the BCBA consultant.  He worked two days a week for the district for $60,000.  Kathy asked the committee to move the $60,000 from the contracted services line item to the SPED salary account in order to hire our own Board Certified Behavioral Analyst for the same amount of money.  Kathy assured the committee that she would not go over that amount of money and if we couldn’t find someone at that salary, we would have to adjust the time from full-time to a .8 or whatever.  She also asked to move $47,806 for an occupational therapist from FLLAC to hire our own OT.  After much discussion, Mrs. Zapantis motioned and Ed Devault seconded her motion to allow the transfer.  It was unanimously approved.  Mr. Mendoza requested further information on the true cost of town employee benefits.
July meeting date:  It was unanimously agreed that the next meeting of the School Committee would be Monday, July 20, at 7 p.m. at the high school library.
CMS Art Proposal:  Mr. Ingano then presented a proposal to bring back the Art program at the middle school.  As part of the budget cuts, the art program was eliminated at CMS and the teacher transferred to an opening at the high school.  One of the items in the override was the hiring of an additional Foreign Language teacher for the middle school, which now has only one staff member.  Because of much parent input and concern for the art program, Mrs. Sargent has recommended that instead of an additional Language teacher, we hire an art teacher.  After much discussion, the proposal passed with Mr. Mendoza dissenting.
Discussion Items
Chairman’s Report:  It was unanimously agreed to table the subcommittee assignments for FY16 until the next SC meeting.

Old Business:  
none
New Business: 
none
Public Comments:   Mrs. Zapantis mentioned that she attended the recent ceremony at the Perkins School where both Mr. James Hastings, CHS Principal, and Jan Gottesman, of the Item, were recognized for their outstanding work in the community.  Both were given a well-deserved round of applause.  Mr. Hastings also noted that one of this year’s graduates will be doing a one year voluntary internship with FEMA.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
NEXT MEETING:  Monday, July 20, at 7 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Terrance Ingano, Superintendent

