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out in her brain. "It's like getting a song stuck in your head... Incredibly annoying but beautiful.”
Since she can recite the numbers to the 314th decimal place, seeing them prevents her from
concentrating on anything else. She mastered calculus and now wants to take college classes. Nana
wants her to go to middle school for a year, make a new friend, try one new activity, and read a book
that isn't about math—a tall order for the genius. Lucy is a unigue and endearing character who
readers wifl not soan forget. The school, social situations, and dialogue are spot on. Lucy's voice is
distinct, and her intelligence and wry humar shine, Her love of math will be contagious even for
math-phohes. Other characters, such as Nana, Uncle Paul, Windy, and Levi, are equally well drawn.
Readers should be prepared to weep at a gut-punching turn of events near the end but will close the
book with a satisfied sigh and a Lucy-sized place in their hearl. VERDICT Prepare to {all in fove. This
outstanding story sensitively portrays a neuro-diverse main character and is not to be
missed.—Brenda Kahn, Tenakill Middle School, Closter, NJ

From Kirkus Reviews:

1math genius + 1 year of middle school = problems even the most gifted mind can't
anticipate. Four years ago, 12-year-old Lucy Callahan was struck by lightning. The strike left
her with brain damage, resulting in acquired savant syndrome and a "supercomputer brain.”
Lucy can solve any equation, recall every number she's ever heard or seen, and recite pi to
the 314th decimal place {she doesn't allow herself to go beyond that). Lucy has finished
schoot anline and is ready for coliege, but her grandmother has a few conditions for Lucy to
meet before she'll allow her to move on to higher education. {Nana is her guardian, her
mother being dead and her father having split.) The reclusive Lucy has to develop her "soft
skills”: She has to attend middle schoo! for 1 year, make 1 friend, and jein 1 activity. Math is
comfortably predictable; every proklem has an answer if you know how to find it. But Lucy
quickly realizes no formula can calculate the perits and pitfalls of public school. The
multidimensional, highly likable Lucy's first-person narration is direct and unrestrained. In
her first novel for middle graders, McAnulty (Max Explains Everything, 2018, elc.) eschews
stylistic convention: All numbers are represented as numerals to allow readers to see the
world the way Lucy does. Unique and utterly satisfying. (author’s note} (Fiction. 8-13)

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements? (alternates should be
previously reviewed texts or a new text needs a new review form)
Starfish

Document any potentially controversial content (clear, descriptive, accurate, and examples of a
page number or two):

Parents need to know that The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl is about a
home-schooled math whiz with obsessive compulsive disorder trying to get by in









