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How The YMCA Enriches Our Students' Learning Experience

In the heart of our community lies a vibrant partnership that exemplifies the power of collaboration in
education. YMCA Detroit, a vital resource for many residents across our community, has been instrumental
in providing our students with an enriching array of programs that extend far beyond the traditional
classroom experience. This dynamic partnership has been a cornerstone in fostering both academic and
social development among our young learners.

One of the standout aspects of this collaboration is the comprehensive before and after-school care
programming offered to our Hilbert and Beech Elementary families. These programs are more than just
care; they are an extension of our educational values, providing structured and fun activities that keep our
children engaged and excited about learning.

While recess is an afterthought for many, for YMCA Detroit and Redford Union Schools, recess is yet
another learning opportunity for students, as children participate in team-based games thoughtfully led
by skilled YMCA staff members. These activities are not only fun but are tailored to suit different age and
grade levels, ensuring that every child, from the youngest to the oldest, finds joy and challenge in their
playtime. The rotation of games across the playground ensures every child is included in the various
activities, promoting inclusivity and continuous excitement.

The team-building activities, field day events, and comprehensive care programs offered by YMCA Detroit
have garnered substantial praise from both our staff and the families we serve. These activities not only
promote physical health and teamwork but also enhance our students' social skills, a crucial component
of their overall development.

A significant benefit for families, particularly noted during the summer months, is the access to 4 weeks
of full daycare programming. This initiative has been a game-changer in combating summer learning loss,
keeping our children's minds active and engaged even when school is out. The summer program, infused
with learning activities, ensures that the transition back to school is smooth and our students are ready to
continue their academic journey without missing a beat.

The impact of our partnership with the YMCA Detroit extends beyond elementary education, reaching into
our junior high and high schools as well. Here, students are introduced to the YMCA’s Achievers Teen
program, a comprehensive career and college prep initiative. From the onset of their 9th-grade year,
students embark on a journey that prepares them for life beyond high school. Achievers Teen is a mosaic
of academic support, relationship building, community awareness, and life skill development. With bi-
monthly meetings and enriching field trips and sessions on Saturdays, the program runs from October to
May, creating a consistent and impactful presence in our students' lives.

The partnership between Redford Union Schools and YMCA Detroit is a shining example of how school-
community collaborations can significantly impact our District, our community, and most importantly, our
students. It serves as a call to action for other local businesses and organizations to explore partnership
opportunities with our schools. Together, we can build a stronger, more educated, and more connected
community, paving the way for a brighter future for all our students.
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