
T H E  R U L E S  O F  G O O D  
P H O T O G R A P H Y



# 1  R U L E  O F  T H I R D S
T H E  R U L E S  O F  G O O D  P H O T O G R A P H Y













# 2  L E A D I N G  
L I N E S

•  The viewer's eye is 
attracted to lines that lead 
directly to the principle 
subject in the image.









# 3  C A P T U R E  
A C T I O N  A N D / O R  
E M O T I O N

• Photos that capture 
emotion… capture the 
viewer’s attention and add 
impact to the article they 
accompany.

• Photos with action… give 
the viewer a sense of 
movement and vitality.  It’s
like we are there as well.











# 4  D E C I D E  
W H A T  I S  
I M P O R T A N T

• What is the aim of the 
photograph and the article it 
will accompany?

• The photo(s) should convey 
things that text alone does 
not do well:

• action

• emotion

• juxtaposition











# 5  A N G L E

• People view the world from
eye-level.

• Often an ordinary event or 
one that’s been seen 
before can be shown in a 
more interesting way by 
changing the angle.

• Get low!  Get high!





# 6  F I L L  T H E  
F R A M E

• Get closer!

• Don’t use the zoom, get 
closer!











# 7  B E  
P R E P A R E D

• The best camera is the 
one you have with you.

• Have your camera ready.

• Shoot lots of photos.

• Anticipate the action.









# 8  C O N T R O L  
T H E  
B A C K G R O U N D

• Don’t just pay attention to 
the key elements in the 
scene…

• Look at the background.







# 9  G E T  
N A M E S

• News is about people

• Get an ID from the people 
you photograph





# 1 0  S H O O T  
L O T S  O F  
P I C T U R E S

• Imagine sitting down to 
write an article and realize 
you’re lacking a key piece 
of information or a great 
quote… that dread.

• If you cover a football 
game and come back with 
a dozen photos… you’ve 
failed horribly.



# 1 1  G E T  
S T E A D Y

• A blurry photo is useless

• Use a tripod

• Brace yourself

• bring your elbows in

• against a tree or wall









T A S K

• Shoot a portrait of a 
classmate using the rules 
you have learned.

• Imagine the photo is for a 
profile piece about the 
person.

• Make the photo both 
interesting and accurate



R U L E S  O F  
G O O D  
P H O T O G R A P H Y

1. Rule of Thirds

2. Leading Lines

3. Capture Emotion and/or 
Action

4. Decide What Is Important

5. Angle

6. Fill the Frame

7. Be Prepared

8. Control the Background

9. Get Names

10. Shoot Lots of Pictures

11. Get Steady



P R O F I L E
P I C T U R E

• Look at your photos

• Pick the very, very best 
one.

• Don’t edit it, crop it, add 
filters, or change it in any 
way…

• email it to me



“ P R O F I L E ”  P I C T U R E  F C A ’ S

A. Rule of Thirds (5 pts.)

B. Angle is Interesting (5 pts.)

C. Background (5 pts.)

D. Fill the Frame (5 pts.)

• Don’t Cut Off Heads!

E. X-Factors (5 pts.)

Total: 25 pts.

Scored on: 20 points


