THE RULES OF GOOD
PHOTOGRAPHY



THE RULES OF GOOD PHOTOGRAPHY

#1 RULE OF THIRDS
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#2 LEADING
LINES

The viewer's eye Is
attracted to lines that lead
directly to the principle
subject in the image.
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#3 CAPTURE
ACTION AND/OR
EMOTION

Photos that capture
emotion... capture the
viewer's attention and add
impact to the article they
accompany.

Photos with action... give
the viewer a sense of
movement and vitality. It's
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#4 DECIDE
WHAT 1S
IMPORTANT

+ What is the aim of the
photograph and the article it
will accompany?

- The photo(s) should convey
things that text alone does
not do well:

* action
* emotion

* Juxtaposition
















#5 ANGLE
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-+ People view the world from
@
eye-level. e

- QOften an ordinary event or
one that's been seen
before can be shown in a
more interesting way by
changing the angle.

- Get low! Get high!
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#6 FILL THE
FRAME

+ Get closer!

* Don’t use the zoom, get
closer!
















#7 BE
PREPARED

 The best camera iIs the
one you have with you.

* Have your camera ready.
« Shoot lots of photos.

* Anticipate the action.













#8 CONTROL
THE
BACKGROUND

- Don't just pay attention to
the key elements in the
scene...

- Look at the background.










#9 GET
NAMES

- News is about people

- Get an ID from the people
you photograph







#10 SHOOT
LOTS OF
PICTURES

Imagine sitting down to
write an article and realize
you're lacking a key piece
of information or a great
qguote... that dread.

If you cover a football
game and come back with
a dozen photos... you've
failed horribly.




#11 GET
STEADY

* A blurry photo is useless
+ Use a tripod
- Brace yourself

* bring your elbows in

* against a tree or wall
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How to hold a camera

it's worth taking a few minutes to practise

holding your camera before you start
shooting — you'll get sharper shots

Thec aImsera h-!'t-:j',‘ 1S chEsapmed 1o De
Eripp with your right hand and your
mdes finger over the shutter release
Tou shoukd be able to press th tton
wiathout hawing {0 reposition your grip

HAND

Rest your B B oLr left
hand. You should be able to
bwist the barral of the lens 1o
TO0M ¢ cus with this
hared, lea wour right hand
l:-_-.;-:r|| y the camera bod ey,

ELBOWS

ur CAmera
s!uri:y T"lu further cut your
WS ang, the mare

unstable you wall be

PORTRAIT

I you need to swilch your camera to a
portrait onentation thaen burr
the shutter ralease sits at the top. |
doit tha round your arms
will becomme all twisted up!
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EYEBROW
CONTACT

Lift the caer
and rest the v
WENLIT By
anather paint of contact or
ore slabality,

His riakes

tha body for m

1era U to your éye
wimder against

Place your legs a httle apart
&0 youre baland rJ-.'I It you'ra

create a sturdier L\i:d:.' shapa,
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TAKE A MAT
When kneeling to take shots
5, you meght get a wet
i amal or 2
o place under
cormfart and to
woid rusning your clothes
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BACK PANEL
CONTROL

With your hands in the co
posstion. your thumb

placed to access the i
on the back of the camara to

after the "_-|‘.-.'_|-'.:||I'|j_: sat [-."l[.'_‘j
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REST ELBOWS

[ wou have a surfac
front of you, lean your elbows

2 areain

| surfaces,
such as a table or wall

CONTROL YOUR
BREATHING
Breathe out when you take a
shiot. H you haold wour breath
or breathe in, vou'l find Wil

e it’s
A nuch ol a
controlling yous
breathang canmaka

BRING ONE LEG UP

A

By coming down into a crouchmg positionand

LEAN IN

WNE agairst aw all creales

vbiEr s

v.\L*‘.u 14 .Jt _Ir.-.. .Jl.ht."
speeds without a tripod
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TASK

» Shoot a portrait of a
classmate using the rules
you have learned.

- Imagine the photo is for a
profile piece about the
person.

- Make the photo both
interesting and accurate




RULES OF
GOOD
PHOTOGRAPHY

Rule of Thirds
Leading Lines

Capture Emotion and/or
Action

Decide What Is Important
Angle

Fill the Frame

Be Prepared
Control the Background
Get Names

Shoot Lots of Pictures

Get Steady



PROFILE
PICTURE

Look at your photos

Pick the very, very best
one.

Don’t edit it, crop it, add
filters, or change it in any
way...

emaill it to me




"PROFILE” PICTURE FCA’'S

Rule of Thirds (5 pts.)

Angle is Interesting (5 pts.)

Background (5 pts.)

Fill the Frame (5 pts.)
Don’t Cut Off Heads!

X-Factors (5 pts.)

Total: 25 pts.

Scored on: 20 points



