Course Guidelines and Rules

English 9

Welcome! I am pleased to be your English teacher for the year 2018-2019.  Throughout this year we will be tackling many new concepts as well as reviewing past objectives and goals of previous years.  To make this a stupendous and productive learning year, I ask you to put all efforts to each lesson.  Your motivation, responsibility, and perseverance will create a successful year and also inspire others to achieve their goals.  With that said, please follow the following guidelines and rules.

Curriculum

Every day, throughout the whole year, we will focus on grammar, vocabulary, and reading and writing concepts.  Our lessons will focus on the Indiana State Standards.  Daily assignments and assessments will help prepare you for the ISTEP test as well as future English classes.
Grading

Within each quarter, formative and summative grades will be given.  Formative grades consist of daily learning grades while summative grades are valued assignments, projects, Embedded Assessments and/or tests.  The end result will be 30% formative and 70% summative each quarter.  

This will be a very rigorous year.  Please pay close attention to due dates and test dates.  Unless there is a very good reason, no late work will be accepted.

Rules of the Classroom

All handbook rules apply in this classroom.  Any student not following these rules will be given a verbal warning, parent phone call, detention, and/or written referral in that order.  If any student feels misjudged, they may appeal to me at lunch or after school but not during the class period.  

Please be prepared for class.  Bring your Chromebook every day to class. Also, "to make the grade" you need to be prepared.  In addition to the Chromebook, bring assignments or handouts as well as a pencil/pen, paper, and a folder.

Only one emergency pass will given each quarter. 

Chromebook Policy:
· You are required to bring your charged Chromebook to class every day.  You will be doing readings and assignments on the Chromebook daily.  

· Class time is not your time to watch television, watch movies, or play games on your Chromebook.

· Class time is not a time for you to get wrapped up in social media on your Chromebook. If you use your Chromebook exclusively for school work, the battery charge will last all day.  

· If you open a bunch of apps that you do not need to use for school work, the battery will drain faster and you may not have enough charge for the whole day.

· If you are caught using your Chromebook for activities that are not related to class instead of doing assigned work, you will be receive a detention or discipline referral.

Behavior

Participation in class shows motivation and willingness to learn.  Please be in your seat and materials out on the desk when the bell rings.  This is what it means to be on time.  Once again, class starts the moment the bell rings.  Running through the door, wandering around the classroom, etc., is not acceptable and will result in being sent to the discipline office.  Please pay attention to the tardy policy and attendance policy of the school. Also, the bell does not dismiss class; the teacher dismisses class.

Any disrespect in the classroom will not be tolerated.  What students should understand is that their peers, teachers, and administrators all deserve respect.  Norms will be created in order for all students to understand what is acceptable discussion and collaboration.  

Proper conduct should include working quietly on your own, unless otherwise stated.  Walking around the classroom is not acceptable.  Yelling, talking, and whispering are not allowed during work and test times.  

If a substitute teacher is present, respect them as any other teacher.  This is a very important rule.  Please note that this teacher will comment on behavior and participation.  Consequences will apply based on these comments.  Also, work left will be counted for a grade.

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check Google Classroom and turn in your assignment in a timely manner.  Again, there are time limits.  If you are absent one day, you have one day to make up this assignment.  If you need help or do not understand the assignments, please ask.  Do not wait or procrastinate.

There will be no cell phone use in the classroom unless otherwise specified.  I need you to listen during instructional time and work with the time allotted to you.  

Do not feel overwhelmed!  Simply be prepared to learn by listening in class, participating in discussion, bringing all materials, and completing all work with great understanding and enthusiasm.  

Teacher Contact Information

Elizabeth Meyer:  Phone: (219) 873-2044 ext. 4330

Email: emeyer@mcas.k12.in.us
Syllabus acknowledgement – English 9
Please sign and return this form to acknowledge that you and your child understand the classroom policies and requirements.  Please provide contact information where you can be reached during the school day. I try to notify parents when problems arise, or I see dramatic changes in a student.

Student name (printed): __________________________________________________

Parent name (printed): ___________________________________________________

Parent signature: _______________________________________________________

Parent contact information:

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Phone number(s):________________________________________________________

Grading scale


90 to 100 points -  A


80 to 89 points   -  B


70 to 79 points   -  C


60 to 69 points   -  D


59 below            -  F.  

In this class, every student is allowed one emergency pass during the quarter.

The students should understand that the bell does not dismiss class; the teacher dismisses class.  

Our curriculum has changed this year.  We will be focusing on the vigorous curriculum of SpringBoard. There will be many assignments including vocabulary and grammar, and plenty of activities that are done individually and in group form.  Please, pay close attention to due dates.  Unless there is a reason, no late work will be accepted.  More information about Springboard to come.

Grading scale


90 to 100 points -  A


80 to 89 points   -  B


70 to 79 points   -  C


60 to 69 points   -  D


59 below            -  F

Once again, points will be earned through daily assignments, projects, and assessments.  Also, there will be a daily attendance and behavior grade.  To do this, you must be in attendance – meaning be in class and in your seat when the bell has rung.  Next, do your very best and keep working.  Any disruption or refusal to do work will cause you to miss vital information and will affect your participation grade.  Also, please be prepared.  Bring all necessary item to class including your SpringBoard book, pencil, paper and notebook, highlighters, and folder.    

 If there are any questions or concerns, please ask.  If it seems that I have left anything out, please offer your suggestion.  

Dear Parents and Guardians: 


I am pleased to have your student in one of my six English classes.  As we begin our first days together, I am writing to advise you of my grading procedures and behavior expectations for all students.    

When you sign the form below, you are telling me that: 

· You have read and understood the guidelines and rules of the classroom and school. (online handbook)

· You and your child have discussed and reviewed all these rules including the attendance policy.

· You will support my efforts to have an organized, responsible, and positive class where learning for your student and all other students can occur.

Your students should keep a copy of these rules and guidelines in a folder specifically for this class.  If you would like an additional copy, please let me know.  Parents may go online to view his/her students’ grades.  This may be a helpful tool as we progress into the year.  Also, if you have any concerns, questions, or comments anytime throughout the school year, please feel free to call me at 873-2044 extension 4330, or, preferably, e-mail at emeyer@mcas.k12.in.us.  

Thank you for all you do to get your student to school rested, on time, and ready to learn.  Parenting is a difficult job, and I appreciate your efforts to teach your child good values and responsibility.  It will serve your student well in the future.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Meyer

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent Response Sheet

________  I have read the rules and guidelines and have no question at this time.

________  I have the following questions:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________  I would like a phone call.  
Telephone Number: ___________________







Best time to call:  _____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________
Date: ____________

Student Signature: _________________________________
Date: ____________

