
US History and Government Name:  _______________________
Ms. Kiley Date:  ________________________
Rise of Big Business

Industrialist: 

__________________________________________

Industry: 

__________________________________________

How did he acquire his wealth? 

Evidence (from a source): 

How did he treat his workers? OR How did he treat his competition / other businessmen? 

Evidence (from a source): 

How did he donate his money? 

Evidence (from a source): 



Industrialist:        

Industry: How he acquired wealth: 

Treatment of workers: $$ (Donate / Spend): 

Robber Baron or Captain of Industry? 

Evidence: 

Industrialist:

Industry: How he acquired wealth: 

Treatment of workers: $$ (Donate / Spend): 

Robber Baron or Captain of Industry? 

Evidence: 



Industrialist:

Industry: How he acquired wealth: 

Treatment of workers: $$ (Donate / Spend): 

Robber Baron or Captain of Industry? 

Evidence: 

Which big businessman of the Gilded Age do you think was the most influential?  Why?



US History & Government Name:  ___________________________________
Andrew Carnegie

Review the sources included, paying attention to the sourcing information and contextualization of 
each source. Use the right hand column to take notes. 

Source Sourcing 
Information 

& 
Contextualizatio

n  

Notes 

American Experience: 
Biography 

Secondary 
Source - 

Biography written
for American 

Experience by 
PBS 

Today in History - 
Primary Source Quote &

Secondary Source  

Secondary 
Source - 

Blog Post written 
by Library of 

Congress 

Political Cartoon - 
Andrew Carnegie plays 

a double role

Primary Source - 
cartoonist is 

highlighting the 
“two faces” of 

Andrew Carnegie 

Westchester Daily 
Telegram: Cartoon 
Depicting Andrew 

Carnegie's efforts as a 
philanthropist - March 

26 1913 

Primary Source - 
illustration of 
Carnegie's 

philanthropy 

Workingman's Prayer 
for the Masses - 1894 

Primary Source - 
Sarcastic critique 

of Andrew 
Carnegie’s 

philanthropy  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/carnegie-biography/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/carnegie-biography/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/mar12.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/mar12.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/today/mar12.html
http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/636
http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/636
http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/636
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6SAc5Td_JPCYnluZm1kdHdLT3M/view?usp=sharing
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5007
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5007


History Channel: 
Homestead Strike 

Secondary 
Source - video 
made by the 

History Channel 

US History & Government Name:  __________________________________
John D. Rockefeller

 Review the sources included, paying attention to the sourcing information and contextualization of 
each source. Use the right hand column to take notes.

Source Sourcing 
Information 

& Contextualization  

Notes 

John D 
Rockefeller - 
Biography 

Secondary Source - 
Biography Channel 

Political Cartoon -
What a funny little 

government 

Primary Source - 
illustrates how much 
more powerful than 

the government 
Rockefeller was 

John D 
Rockefeller - 
Prager U - 
Biography 

Secondary Source - 
Biography of 

Rockefeller as told by 
a historian 

Rockefeller 
Testimony 

Primary Sources - 
Testimony from 

antitrust trial 

Ludlow Massacre:  
PBS

PBS mini 
documentary on 

Ludlow Mine 
Massacre & Labor 
Rights Movement 

http://www.history.com/topics/homestead-strike/videos/homestead-strike
http://www.history.com/topics/homestead-strike/videos/homestead-strike
https://www.biography.com/people/john-d-rockefeller-20710159
https://www.biography.com/people/john-d-rockefeller-20710159
https://www.biography.com/people/john-d-rockefeller-20710159
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/aacb8b1c-2365-fa83-e040-e00a1806595d
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/aacb8b1c-2365-fa83-e040-e00a1806595d
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/aacb8b1c-2365-fa83-e040-e00a1806595d
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gal9QpSujhPGbgomBhD3MBrdo8d_t8cv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gal9QpSujhPGbgomBhD3MBrdo8d_t8cv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gal9QpSujhPGbgomBhD3MBrdo8d_t8cv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gal9QpSujhPGbgomBhD3MBrdo8d_t8cv/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f1P7ULS2pp9Bu96nuwyTYJz5c1KCZAY6YNtiR5jlJOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f1P7ULS2pp9Bu96nuwyTYJz5c1KCZAY6YNtiR5jlJOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/rockefellers-ludlow/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/rockefellers-ludlow/


Ludlow Massacre 
- John D. 

Rockefeller Jr. 
Testimony (Note: 

this is John D. 
Rockefeller’s son)  

Primary Source - 
testimony by 

Rockefeller’s son on 
company’s treatment 

of workers 

US History & Government Name:  ___________________________________
Cornelius Vanderbilt

Review the sources included, paying attention to the sourcing information and contextualization of 
each source. Use the right hand column to take notes.

Source Sourcing Information
& Contextualization  

Notes 

History Channel - 
Biography of 

Vanderbilt 

Secondary Source - 
Biography written by 

History Channel 

Vanderbilt - 
History Channel 
Video Biography 

Secondary Source - 
Biography video clip 
from History Channel 

Political Cartoon -
Harper's Weekly -

Primary Source

Primary Source - 
Cartoonist illustrating 
some of Vanderbilt’s 
business practices 

against his 
competition 

Vanderbilt - 
NYTimes 

Secondary 
Source

Secondary Source - 
Review of Vanderbilt’s

Biography 

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5735/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5735/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5735/
http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5735/
https://zinnedproject.org/materials/ludlow-massacre/
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt/videos/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt/videos/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://www.history.com/topics/cornelius-vanderbilt/videos/cornelius-vanderbilt
http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&IndexText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870
http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&IndexText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870
http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/IndexDisplayCartoonMedium.asp?SourceIndex=People&IndexText=Fisk%2C+James&UniqueID=33&Year=1870
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/books/review/Kazin-t.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVanderbilt%2C%20Cornelius&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=6&pgtype=collection&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/books/review/Kazin-t.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVanderbilt%2C%20Cornelius&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=6&pgtype=collection&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/books/review/Kazin-t.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVanderbilt%2C%20Cornelius&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=6&pgtype=collection&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/books/review/Kazin-t.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FVanderbilt%2C%20Cornelius&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=6&pgtype=collection&_r=0


Protector of our 
Industries - Puck 

Magazine 

Primary Source - 
Political Cartoon 
suggesting that 

Vanderbilt and other 
Robber Barons are 

sailing on the backs of
poor laborers 

Vanderbilt - by 
Professor 

Stephen K. 
Schultz 

(University of 
Wisconsin) 

Secondary Source - 
information assembled

by a professor and 
historian  

US History & Government Name:  _____________________________
J. Pierpont Morgan

 Review the sources included, paying attention to the sourcing information and contextualization of 
each source. Use the right hand column to take notes.

Source Sourcing Information 
& Contextualization  

Notes 

PBS  - Biography 
of JP Morgan 

Secondary Source - 
Short Biography 
written by PBS 

JP Morgan- New 
Tycoon

Secondary Source - 
The New Tycoons- 

J. P. Morgan 

JP Morgan - 
Industrialist 

Secondary Source - 
article written by 

Smithsonian Magazine 

http://explorepahistory.com/displayimage.php?imgId=1-2-193D
http://explorepahistory.com/displayimage.php?imgId=1-2-193D
http://explorepahistory.com/displayimage.php?imgId=1-2-193D
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_sFFIVzlwDy4oKc5pOonx4-yJhaE_Ds_WFJnbzh7Gng/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/historyofus/web10/features/bio/B14.html
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/historyofus/web10/features/bio/B14.html
https://www.ushistory.org/us/36d.asp
https://www.ushistory.org/us/36d.asp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xohnmh7qg52GnuVxmRKsQ9vLrJRRtJw5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xohnmh7qg52GnuVxmRKsQ9vLrJRRtJw5/view?usp=sharing


JP Morgan - 
History Channel 

Biography 

Secondary Source - 
History Channel 

Biography 

JP Morgan - 
Political Cartoon 

Primary Source - 
Political Cartoon “The 
Helping Hand” taken 
from the Library of 

Congress

http://www.history.com/topics/john-pierpont-morgan
http://www.history.com/topics/john-pierpont-morgan
http://www.history.com/topics/john-pierpont-morgan
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.27731/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.27731/

