PART 2

The American Dream
Hlusion or Reality?

n the United States, the closing decades of

the 19th century were a time of rapid change

and sharp contrasts. Great entrepreneurs——
such as Andrew Carnegie, ]. P. Morgan, John D.
Rockefeller, and Cornelius Vanderbile—amassed
vast fortunes by exploiting cheap labor in the
cities and creating giant companies that controlled
entire industries. Urban manufacturing centers swelled
with the influx of immigrants from Europe and people
from rural areas in search of work. Almost haif of the
U.S. population was crowded in about a dozen cities,
and the majority of all U.S. workers were industrial
faborers sweating in factories.

As the new century dawned, the belief in America as a
unique place where work and merit, rather than social
privilege, determined one’s fate remained a pnwerful
ideal. Everyone knew of Abraham Lincoln’s rise from
his early life in a simple log cabin’in rurai Illinois. Many
also knew that the millionaire newspaperman Joseph
Pulitzer had come to America as a poor young German-
speaking immigrant, recruited to '
fight in the Civil War. Stories of
people who had risen, through
their own efforts, from humble
beginnings to achieve fabulous
success were told and retold.

For many writers, however,
the underside of this ideal—
the flaws hidden beneath its
optimistic simplicity—became a
preoccupation. In the. .novel
Sister Carrie, Theodore Dreiser
challenged the notion of ‘self-
improvement by depicting a
heroine crushed by forces she
cannot control. In The Jungle,
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‘Siniclair exposed the appalling working
itions of i immigrants in the Chicago stockyards. °
et and folksinger Carl Saridburg presented the
side of urban industrialization-~the poverty,
time, the corruption—even as he celebrated the
ge and resilience of everyday men and women
e face of these blights. :
their poetry, Fdgar Lee Masters and Edwin -
on Robinson turned their gaze away from the
cmes to look at the changes surging through
rural areas at this-time. Each investi-
gated, inf a different way, the currents
of discontent running beneath the
surface stability of small-town life.
Paul Laurence Dunba, the first
African American to earn his living
solely by his writing, made his own
sharp points in America’s picturcsque
veneer by exposing the truth behind '
- popular racial stereotypes of the day,
The American dream of material success

was nowhere so minutely explored as in the o

tories and novels of E Scott Fitzgerald.

early all of his works concern the tension
een the very wealthy and those—like
who were attracted to them. In following:

ives of characters whose fates are determined . - -

it responses to wealth and to thosé who
it, he gave us intimate insights into the -
it preoccupation with money.: . .
¢ more than 20 million immigrants who -
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ect to the Literature

What Do You Think? ... Comprehension Check...............
What is your : + What is Miniver Cheevy's position |
i " in society? oo

. * What does Miniver Cheevy
daydream about? :
: * How does Miniver Cheevy respond

.with a classmate. :
‘ . to the disappointments in his life?

s

. _

ik Critically

. How would you describe Miniver Cheevy's view of the past?
Why do you think he holds this view? '

{ » the content of his daydreams

THNK

ABgUTl§ © why he is disappointed with his own life

= how he deals with his “fate”

How do you think the speaker of the poem feels about
‘Miniver Cheevy? Cite lines from poem that suggest the
Speaker's attitude.

How does the final stanza of the poem influence your
opinion of Miniver Cheevy?

bl EVALUATING CHARACTER | Review the
chart you made in your [¥inEADER's NoTEROOK. Do you
hink Miniver Cheevy is a sympathetic or an unsympathetic

character? Defend your view.
d Interpretatior .
omparing Texts How would you relate “Richard Cory” and

Mirie-Choewy! to the idea of the American dream?

What If? If Miniver Cheevy had lived during medieva_lﬁmes,
do you think he would have found happiness? Why or why
‘not?

Comnectto Life Both Miniver Cheevy and Richard Cory solve
their problems in self-destructive ways, In your opinion,
what are some positive ways of coping with life’s
disappointments? Think about your discussion with

‘Classmates in the Connect to Your Life activity on page 830, -

Literary'_AnalysiS'

CAARACTERIZATION 1N | Like a
NARRATIVE POETRY short

story of novel, narrative poetry,

such as “Richard Cory” and “Miniver
Cheevy," relies on-literary elements,
such as character, setting, plot, and
point of view; to tell a story,.
Robinson adapts techniques of
characterization to create
compedling portraits of imagi ary
townspeople, For example, { .-
speaker in “Richard Cory" ... d
“Miniver Cheevy” acts as a narrator
who reports information about the
main character. The . yeaker in each
of these poems provides you with a
glimpse of the character's actions,
appearance, feelings, and ideas.
Activity Create personality profiles
of Richard Cory and Miniver Cheevy
based on the specific details
revealed about them in the poems.
Use 2 format like the one shown.

[ foraractar's Nawe
; P!'IIISJW Desgfpffb#
Actions
Feelings:
Thoughts

LSV RHYME AND METER |
Rhyme is the occurrence of a
similar or identical sound at the
ends of words. Meter is the pattem
of stressed and unstressed syllables
in each line. How do you think the
arrangement of rhyming lines and
the meter of “Miniver Cheevy”
contribute to the overall effect of

the poem?

RICHARD CORY / MINIVER CHEEVY 833







