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CHAPTER 1
My Home

| have always felt that this land is a part of my
blood. My ancestors were among the first Europeans
to come to the new world. Many of them came as
Indentured servants. They worked for seven years
as laborers in New York and Virginia. In return, they
were given 25 acres of land and a new life. They had
a dream and a goal in mind that they could not
accomplish in England. In Great Britain, they had no
fortune and no future, but the new world was full of
possibilities and potential. They could build the
colonies from nothing and make a difference in the
world.

| grew up hearing the stories of Jamestown from
my father and older brother, Samuel. | loved hearing
the stories of the wild Indians who had saved the
early settlers from starvation that first year. | was
fascinated by the journals of my Puritan ancestors
who had come to the new world to become “a city
upon a hill.” I had always admired these brave men
and women who had sacrificed everything for my
home. | hoped that one day, | would be able to do
my part to build upon their legacy and help to make
these lands into something even greater.




CHAPTER 2
Six Buttons

My father was a soldier. He felt such a tie to
these lands that, for him, it would be an honor to
give his life to protect them. He fought bravely in the
French and Indian War. For seven years he fought
French and Indian soldiers for more land in the new
world. As a visionary man, he always dreamed of the
colonies expanding so that others could come to this
paradise. He often told Samuel and I the stories of
the war, and about the heroes who gave their lives
for this land.

There were six buttons that my father always
carried in his pocket. One for each friend he knew
who paid the ultimate price, their lives, to obtain
more land in the new world. He had cut a button
from their coat after they took their final breath, so
he would never forget that his home was bought with
a price. | never met these men, but I felt as if | knew
them personally because | had heard so many stories
about them. I did not want to lose my life as a
soldier, but I did want to feel like | had done my part
to build the American colonies.




Death of General Wolfe, Benjamin West, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/92515474/



CHAPTER 3
Taxation

The French and Indian war changed
everything for the colonies. When the war ended we
thought that the new world would once again be
forgotten by the mother land. However, England
did not forget about its colonies. Taxes were
Imposed to help pay for war debts. The Townshend
Acts, and the Stamp Act taxed the colonists for tea,
paint, paper, lead and glass. The Massachusetts
House of Representatives deemed these acts
unconstitutional because the colonies were not
represented in Parliament. In response to these
unjust taxes, my family started to help smuggle tea
from the Netherlands.

At the end of the war, The Proclamation of
1763 was issued prohibiting colonists from settling
the land west of the Appalachian Mountains. This
enraged my father and other soldiers. Often my
father would hold the six buttons in his hand and
proclaim

“These good men did not give their lives for
nothing. They dreamed of expansion, and I will fight

their fight until that dream becomes a reality.”

Samuel and I vowed that we would also take
their place in defending this most precious land.
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By the KIN G,
P-RO-G L A MATI O:N:

GEORGE R.

HEREAS We have taken into Our Royal Confideration the extenfive and va-
luable Acquifitions in merica, fecured to Our Crown by the late Definitive Treaty of
Peace, concluded at Paris the Tenth Day of Febraary lalt ; and being defirous, that
all Our loving Subjeéts, as well of Our Kingdoms as of Our Colonics in Americe,
may avail themfelves, with all convenient Speed, of the great Bencfits and Advan-
tages which muft accrue therefrom to their Commerce, Manufactures, and Naviga-
tions; We have thought fir, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, to iffue_this
Our Royal Proclamation, hereby to publith and declare to all Our loving Subjedts,
that We have, with the Advice of Our faid Privy Council, granted Our Letcers
@ Patent under Our Great Seal of Great Britain, to creét within the Countries and

Ifands ceded and confirmed to Us by the faid Treaty, Four diftinét and feparate
% Governments, ftiled and called by the Names of Quzt. Eop Flerida, Wipt Florida,
and Grenada, and limited and bounded as follows; wiz.

Firlt. The Government of Quebec, bounded -on the Labrader Coaft by the River §t. Jebn, and from
thence by a Line drawn from the Head of that River through the Lake 7. 7obs to thé South End of
¢he Lake nigh Pifin; from whence the faid Line crofling the River St Lowrence and the Lake Champlain
in Forty five De of North Latitude, pafles along the High Lands which divide the Rivers that empty
themfelves into the faid River St Lawremce, from thofe which fall into the Seay and alfo along the North
Coalt of the Baye des Chalewrs, and the Coalt of the Gulph of Si. Lawrence to Cape Rafieres, and from thence
croffing the Mouth of the River St Lewrence by the Welt End of the Mand of duicofti, terminates at the
aforefaid River of St. Zebn.

ndly. The Government of Eaff Flerida, bounded to the Weftward by the Gulph of Mixico, and the dpa-
Jechicola River; to the Northward, by a Line drawn from that Part of the faid River where the Chatabouster and
Flmt Rivers meet, to the Source of St hlp‘ﬁ;: River, and by the Courfe of the faid River to the Atlansick Ocean;
and to the Eaftward and Southward, by Atlantick Ocean, and the Gulph of Florids, including all 1flands
svithin Six of the Sea Coaft.

Thirdly. Government of J#’g# Florida, bounded to the Southward by the Gulph of Mexics, including all
I0ands within Six of the Coaft from the River Apalackicols to Lake Peatcharirain to the Weftward by
the faid Lake, the Lake Mawripas, and the River Miffifppi s t the Northward, by a Line drawn due Eaft from
that Pare of the River ppi which lics in Thirty onc Degrees North Latitude, to the River Apalachicola or
Llatapoucke 3 and to the by the faid Rever.

Fourthly. The of Gre y ding the Ifand of that Name, together with the Gremadines,
and the Ilands of Deminico, St. Vincents, and Tobago.

And, 1o the End that the open and free Fifhery of Our Subjefls may be extended to and carried on upon the
Coaft of Labrader and the adjacent Iflands, We have thought fir, with the Advice of Our faid Privy Council, to
put all that Coaft, from the River St. Joba's to Hudjen's Streights, together with the Iflands of Anticoli and ine,
and all other fmaller INands lying vpon the faid Coaft, under the Care and Infpection of Our Governor of

Nc\-(mdat

‘e have alfo, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, thought fit to annex the Iflands of Sz Joba's, and Cape
ton or Jfle Repale, with the lefler Iflands adjacent thereto, to Our Government of Nova Scotia.

We have alfo, with the Advice of Our Privy Council aforefaid, annexed to Our Province of Gergia all the Lands
lying between the Rivers Aitamaba and St. Mary's.

And whereas it will ly contribute to the fpeedy fettling Our faid new Governments, that Our loving Sub-
Jedts fhould be inf of Qur Paternal Care for ‘the Security of the Libertics and Properties of thole who
are and fhall become Inhabitants thereof ; We have thoughe fit to publifh and declare, by this Our Proclamation,
that We have, in the Letters Patent under Our Great geal of Great Britain, by which the faid Governments are
conftitued, given exprofs Power and Direftion t Our Governors of Our faid Calonles selbostively, that o foon
State and Circum@ances of the faid Colonies will admit thereof, they fhall, with the Advice and Confent
Members of Our Council, fummon and call General Affemblics within the faid Governments refpeétively,
Manner and Form as is ufed and directed in thofe Colonies and Provinces in America, which are under
immediste Government ; and We have alfo given Power to the faid Governors, with the Confent of Our
Councils, and the Reprefentatives of the People, o to be fummoncd as aforefaid, to make, conftitute, and
in Laws, Stacutes, and Ordinances for the Publick Peace, Welfare, and Good Government of Our faid Colonies,
the People and Inhabitants thereof, as near as may be agreeable to the Laws of Englend, and under fuch
lations and Reftridtions as are ufed in other Colonies : And in the mean Time, and until fuch Aflemblies can
led as aforefaid, all Perfons inhabiting in, or reforting to Our faid Colonies, may confide in Our Royal Pro-
for_the Enjoyment of the Beoeitof the Laws of Our Realm of Angland ; for which Purpofe, We have
wer under Our Great Seal to the Governors of Our faid Colonies refpeitively, o eret and conftitute,
Advice of Our faid Councils refpectively, Courts of Judicature and Publick Juftice, wichin Our faid Colo-

ies, for the hearing and determining all Caufes, as well Criminal_as Civil, according to Law and Equity, and
25 near as may be agreeable to the Laws of England, with Liberty to all Perfons who may think themfelves ag-

i by the Sentences of fuch Courts, in all Civil Cafes, to appeal, under the ufual Limitations and Reftriftions,

Us in Our Privy Council.

We have alfo ¢ ¢ fit, with the Advice of Our Privy Council as aforefaid, to give unto the Governors and
of Our faid Three New Colonics upon the Continent, full Power and AuthorityPto fettle and agree with
itants of Our faid New Colonids, ar with any other Perfons who fhall refort thereto, for fuch Lands,

Te and Hereditaments, as are now, or hereafter fhall be.in Our Power to difpofe of, and them to grant
0 fuch Perfon or Perfons, upon fuch Terms, and under fach moderate Quit-Rents, Services, and Acknow-
Jed, ts as have been appointed and fettled in Our other Colonies, and under fuch other Conditions as fhall appear
£0 Us to be neceffary and expedient for the Advantage of the Grantees, and the Improvement and Settlement of
Pur fid Colonics,
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And whereas We are defirous, all Occafions, to teflify Our Royal Senfe and Approbation of the Condul
and Bravery of the Officers and Soldiers of Our Armies, and to the fame, We do hereby command and
impower Our Governors of Our faid Three New Colonies, and all other Our Governors of Our feveral Provinces
on the Continent of North America, to grant, without Fee or Reward, to fuch Reduced Officers as have ferved in
Nerth Awerics during the late War, and to fuch Private Soldicrs as have been or fhall be difbanded in America,
and are .aily refiding there, and fhall perfonally apply for the fume, -the following Quantities of Lands, fubjeét
at the Expiration of Ten Yeat§ to the fame Quit-Rents as other Lands arc fubject to in the Province wichin which
they arc granted, as alfo fubjeét to the fame Conditions of Cultivation and Improvement ; viz.

To every Perfon having' the Ranl of a Ficld Officer, Five thoufand Acres.—To every Captain, Three thou-
fand Acres To every tern or “dicer. Two thoufand Acres.—To every Non-Commiffion Officer, Two
hundred A ~To every Private Mun, rifty Acres.

‘We do like authorize and require the Governors and Commantkers in Chief of all Our faid Colonies
upon the Continens v North Americd, to the like Quantitics of Land, and upon the fame Conditions,
to fuch Reduced Officers of Our Navy, of like Rank, as ferved on Board Our Ships of War in North America

of Lowiftewrg and Quebec in the late War, and  who Kdl perfonally apply to Our

at the Times of the Redudion
repeétive Governors for fuch Grants.

And whereas it is juft and reafonable, and effential to Our Intereft and the Security of Our Colonics, that the
feveral Nations or Tribes of Jadians, with whom We are and who live under Our Protettion, fhould
not be molefted or difturbed in the Pofieflion of fuch Parts of Our Dominions ahd Territorics as, not having
been ceded o, or purchafed by Us, are referved to them, o any of them, as their Hunting Grounds ; We do_there-
fore, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleafure, that no Governor or
Commander in Chicf in any of Our Colonies of Quebec, Eaft Florida, or Wefi Florida, do prefume, upon any Pretence
whatever, to grant Warrants of Survey, or pafs any Patents for Lands beyond the Bounds of dldgm refpective Go-
vernments, as defcribed in their Commiffions ; as alfo, that no Governor or Commander in Chief in any of Our
other Colonies or Plantations in Awerica, do prefume, for the prefent, and until Our further Pleafure be known,
o grant Warrants of Survey, or pafs Patents for any oad the Heads or Sources of any of the
Rivers which fall into the Arlantick Ocean from the Welt and North Weft, or any Lands whatever,
;h:h. not having been ceded to, or purchafed by Us as aforefaid, ..:Murmum or any of

e,

And We do farther declare it to be Our Royal Will and Pleafure, for the prefent as aforefaid; to-referve un-
der Qur S« ignty, Protection, and Dominion, for the Ufe of the faid Indians, all the Lands and Territo-
ties not included within the Limits of Our fald Three New Governments, or within the Limits of the Ter-
ritory granted to the Hud/on's Bay Company, as alfo all the Lands and Territories lying to the Weltward of
the Sources of the Rivers which fall into the Sea from the Weft and North Weft, as aforefaid ; and We do
hereby frictly forbid, on Pain_of Our Difpleafure, all Our loving Subjeéts from making any Purchafes or Set-
tements whatever, or taking Poficllion of any of the Lands above referved, without Qur efpecial Leave and
Licence for that Purpofe fg-!\ obtained.

And We do further ftriétly enjoin and require all Perfons whatever, who bave cither wilfully or inadvert-
ently featcd themfcives upon any Fands witklh. the Couatries sbove deicribeds or upon *aay other Lands, which,
not having been ceded to, or purchafed by Us, are Rill referved to the faid [ndiaw as aforcfaid, forchwith to
remove themfelves from fuch Sectlements.

And whereas great Frauds and Abufes have been committed in the ruduﬁng Lands of the Judians, to the great
Prejudice of Our Interefts, and to the great Diffacisfation of the faid Jadians; in order therefore to prevent fuch
Irregularities for the future, and to the End that the Iadions may be convinced of Our Juftice, and determined
Refolution to remove all reafonable Caufe of Difcontent, We do, with the Advice of Our Privy Council, ftrictl
enjoin and reavire, that no private Perfon do prefume to make any Purchafe from the faid Jadians of any o0
relerved to tr  uid Indians, within thofe Parts of Our Colonies where We have thought sropcr 10 allow Settlement
but that if, atuny Time, any of the faid Jedians thould be inclined to difpofe of the faid Lands, the fame fhall be

rchafed only for Us, in Our Name, arfome Publick Meeting or Affembly of the faid /udians to be held for that

Purpofe by the Governor or Commander in Chief of Our Colonies refpectively, within which they fhall lie; and
in cafe they thall lic within the Limits of any Proprietary Government, they fhall be purchafed only for the Ule
and in the Name of fuch Proprictaries, conformable to fuch Directions and “Inftruétions as We or they fhall think
proper w give for tat Pupole: And We do, by the Advice of Our Privy Council, declare and enjoin, that the
Trade with the faid fadians Thall be free and open to all Our Subjeéts whatever; provided that every Perfon,
who may inchine to trade with the faid Judians, do take out a Licence for carrying on fuch Trade from the
Govemor or Commander in Chiel of any of Our Colonics refpedtively, where fuch “Piston hall refdes wad alfo
give Sccurity to obferve fuch Regulations as We fhall at any Time think fit, by Ourfelves or by Our Commiflaries
to be appointed for this Purpole, to direét and appoint Boe the Benefit of the @il Trades asd We.do hereb

authorize, enjoin, and require the Governors and Commanders in Chief of all Our Colonies refpectively, as well Tho!

under Our immediate Goverament as Thofe under the Government and Direftion of Proprictaries, to grant
fuch Licences without Fee or Reward, taking cfpecial Care to infert therein a Condition, that fuch Licence
fhall be void, and the Security forfeited, in cafe the Perfon, o whom the fame is granted, fhall refufe or neg-
leét to obferve fuch Regulations as We fhall think proper to prefcribe as aforefaid.

And We do further exprefsly enjoin and require all Officers whatever, as well Military as Thofe emplo()cd
in- the Mlnl,gtmcnl and_ Direction of Isdien Affairs within the Territories referved as aforefaid for the Ufe
of the faid Indians, to fize and rehend all Perfons whatever, who, ftanding charged with Treafons, Mif-

_prifions of Treafon, Murders, or other Felonies 9r Mifdemcangrs, fhall fly from J; , and tke Refuge in

y
the faid Territory, and to fend thém under a proper Guard t the Colony where the Crime was committed
of which they ftand accufed, in order to take their Tryal for the fame.

Given at Our Court at Saint Yames's, the Seventh Day of Oclober, One thoufand feven hundred and fixty three, in the Third Year of Our Reign.

G OD fave the KinNg.

.0 N DO N
Printed by Mark Baskett, Printer to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty; and by the Affigns of Robert Baskett. 1763.

Proclamation of 1763, http://www.gilderlehrman.org
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CHAPTER 4
Fife

My brother and I couldn’t wait to join the ranks
of heroes. When Samuel turned ten, he became a
drummer for the army. Both he and my father would
leave for months at a time to protect the settlers on
the western borders from the attacks of the redskins.

Because | was not old enough to enlist in the
army myself, | stayed home with my mother and
younger sister, Lydia. We had extra work to do
because of my brother and father’s absence, but I
always found the time to play the flute Samuel had
whittled for me from a log of pine. | was determined
to play well enough to become a fife for the militia
by the age of ten.

| spent hours daydreaming of what | would do
as a soldier. | dreamed of defeating hundreds of
enemy soldiers with my brother by my side. When |
finally did turn ten | became a fife for the army. |
accompanied my father and brother on their trips to
the east to defend the Appalachian border. | was not
permitted to fight, but | would play different
melodies to convey the commands of the officers to
all the soldiers.




CHAPTER 5
The Boston Massacre

In 1770, tension between the colonists in
Massachusetts and the British government was
Increasing. Parliament repealed the Stamp Act,
however the Townshend Act was still in full force.
In addition to the tax on goods, British soldiers were
sent to Massachusetts to enforce the laws. Colonists
were required to quarter, or provide shelter, food
and other needs to British soldiers.

The revolutionary war did not officially start
until 1775, but for me it started on March 5, 1770. |
was twelve years old at the time. | had gone into
town with Samuel, who was sixteen, to meet with
some friends and to talk about politics. As we
discussed taxation and representation we heard a bell
sound and went outside to find a crowd of people.

The colonists and the Redcoat soldiers were
fighting. Some were throwing rocks at the soldiers,
and the soldiers threatened to open fire on the
colonists.

| turned to leave the crowd when | heard the
sound of gun shots. As I turned toward my brother, |
saw him fall to the ground, grabbing the wound in
his chest. Samuel had been shot, Samuel had given
his life for my home.
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The Boston Massacre, Alonzo Chappell hlstorymatters gmu.edu/d/6805/




Laft Thurfday agrvéeabl'i: 'tq a general Requeft -Qf the
Inhabitants, am{ ’by the Qoq’fcnt‘of Parents and Friends,
were carried fo their Grawve in Succeffion, the Bodies
of Samuel Gray, Samuel Maverick, Fames Caldwell,

and Crifpus Attucks, the unhappy Viflims who fell in-

the bloody Maffacre of theMonday Evening

preceeding !
b ‘ > 7 \\‘ v

\ /1 t
\ G5,

J

fhut, all the Bells were ordered to toll a folemn Peal, as
were alfo thofe in the neighboring Towns of Charleftown
Roxbury, &c.  The Proceffion began to move between
the Hours of 4 and 5 in the Afternoon 3 two of the un-
fortunate Sufferers, viz. Mefl: FamesCaldawell and Crifpus
Auu:.?;,. who were Strangers, borne from Faneuil-Hall,

Obituary of the Boston Massacre victims, www.crispusattucksmuseum.org
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| cut the button from his coat and put it in my
pocket. | was too shocked to cry. My only thought
was of the fight that now lay ahead of me. |
promised to do whatever | could to fight for the
rights of my friends and family. The redcoat soldiers
may have taken my brother from me, but | would not
let them take away my freedom. That day, | became
a rebel.

The soldiers who were involved in the killing of
my brother and the other four men did stand trial.
None of them were found guilty of any charges. If
my own brother had not been involved, | would have
thought that the sentence was fair. | would have
believed that the riot in the street had gotten out of
hand, and the deaths were an accident.

However, | had the button from my brothers
coat that weighed me down. My whole life | had
envisioned my brother and I fighting for the colonies
side by side. | imagined ourselves becoming war
heroes that helped make the colonies a powerful
force. | pictured us cutting the buttons of our friends’
uniforms as they fell in the noble cause. | never
thought that one day, | would carry a button that
belonged to Samuel.

12
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CHAPTER 6
The Tea Tax

The conflict between the Colonies and Great
Britain was like a Chess game. One side would make
a move and the other would react to defend
themselves. King George repealed all the taxes on
the colonies except the tea tax to try and calm the
disputes in the colonies, while still exercising
authority. But the massacre of my brother and four
others in Boston sent a clear message to those living
In the American colonies. The British would use
force If necessary to keep the colonists enslaved.

The colonists wanted changes to be made,
however, it seemed as if the mother country
wouldn’t listen. What may have started as small
disputes in the new world, turned into much greater
acts of violence to get the attention of Great Britain.
The people started to boycott, or refuse to buy tea
from the British. Ships carrying tea were blocked
from entering the harbor by rebels. The ships that
refused to turn around were burned by enraged
colonists.

Both England and the American Colonies were
at a stalemate. The colonists refused to pay the tax
on tea until they had representation in British
Parliament, and the government officials refused to
repeal the tea act or grant the colonies the right of
representation. Then the rebels made their boldest
move yet.
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Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor, https://www.loc.gov/item/91795889/
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CHAPTER 7
The Boston Tea Party
It was the night of December 16, 1773. The

colonists had successfully stopped three ships laden
with tea from making port for several days.

However, the ship’s captain threatened to open fire 1f

he was not granted access to land by the following
day. When no direction was given by the local
governor, we decided on our own course of action.

When my father and I arrived at the wharf that
night, there was already a large crowd of men
gathered. I couldn’t tell who most of them were
because of the layers of paint on their faces, but that
didn’t matter. I knew we all had the same objective.
We quickly divided into three groups, one for each
ship, and boarded the boats.

Once we reached the ships, chaos ensued as
barrels of tea were torn apart by hatchets and thrown
overboard. | took care to make sure that every bit of
tea was destroyed. A few men tried to smuggle some
of the tea in their pockets, but they were all caught
and forced to leave it behind. It took a couple of
hours to dispose of all the tea on board the ships.
Once we had finished, we left the ships without a
word and returned home.

16
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CHAPTER 8
The Coercive Acts

The night was so still as my father and | walked
back to our house. | could hear the sound of
splintering wood echo in my mind with each footstep.
The strong smell of tea was still burning in my nose.
This act was not about tea or even taxes, it was about
our human rights. The tea filled harbor was our
message to King George that we would not allow
men, who lived across the sea, to dictate life for the
colonies.

King George and the other British officials
received the message that we left in the sea that
night. Parliament saw the colonists as unruly vandals
and sought retaliation. The Coercive Acts were
passed the following year by British Parliament.
These acts closed the Boston harbor, restricted town
meetings, and denied Massachusetts the right to
prosecute British officials.

These acts were intended to make the other
colonies abandon Massachusetts and realign with the
mother land. But instead of cutting ties to New
England, all of the 13 colonies united in opposing
Parliament. This unification between the colonies
opened the door for a meeting of representatives from
each colony in the summer of 1774. For several
weeks delegates from each colony, except Georgia,
met together to determine a plan of action in response
to the coercive acts. This meeting would later become
known as the First Continental Congress.




Georgii II1. Regis.
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¢ CAP. XIX.

An A& to difcontinue, in fuch Manner, and for
~ fuch Time as are thercin mentioned, the
- landing and difcharging, lading or fhipping;
~ of Goods, Wares, and Merchandife, at the
~ ‘Town, and within the Harbour, of Boffen, in
~.the Province of Maflachufes’'s Bay, \n Noreh
- America. - |

EY. and raifed in the €own of Bofton, In
"3 the Piovince of Maffachufer’s Bay, n
#5 New England, dp divers il affe@ed Pere
“% fons, to the Sudverfion of Dis APajcly's

Boston Port Bill, http://oldemc.english.ucsb.edu
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The First Continental Congress, Allyn Cox, www.bostonteapartyship.com
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CHAPTER 9
The First Continental Congress

John Adams returned from the continental
congress in Pennsylvania after the seven-week
convention. A few days later, he came knocking on
our door to tell us all that had transpired during the
meeting. My mother welcomed him in and insisted
on feeding him supper. | was so excited to hear about
the great meeting that | hardly even touched the
delicious stew that my mother had made.

After John had finished eating his supper, we
gathered by the hearth as he recounted everything
that had happened at the great congress. He told us
that some of the delegates wanted to reconcile with
England in finding a compromise that would allow
the colonies and Britain to keep ties. Other delegates
wanted to write a declaration of rights and liberties
that couldn’t be violated by the British crown. Some
delegates even suggested making a form of
American government that was separate from the
governing body in England.

In the end, John Adams told us, the congress
decided to enforce a boycott of British goods in
every colony. If this attempt was not successful, the
congress would reconvene the following year and
determine another course of action.

“Things are changing”, John Adams whispered.
“I do not think that the relationship between Great
Britain and her colonies can ever be the way it once
was.”

20
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CHAPTER 10
Lexington and Concord

John Adams was right, the history of the
American Colonies was forever changed less than a
year later. Small militias started to train to ensure the
safety of the colonists against the standing army of
Great Britain. As | was finally of age, | was a part of
the local militia in Boston. We were known as the
minutemen because we weren’t a full-time army,
but a group of soldiers that would be ready to fight
within a minute’s notice.

The first call to fight came on April 18, 1775.
Patriot spies relayed that the British troops were
headed to Lexington to seize the weapons that were
held there. Once the army searched for military
supplies at Lexington and Concord. they began their
retreat toward Boston.

| spent several hours kneeling behind a tree, on
the road between Lexington and Boston, waiting to
see the English militia. In a fair fight both armies
would be exposed and out in the open, but this was
not a fair fight. We were heavily outhnumbered by
British soldiers and had no leadership. Several other
minutemen and | fired shots at the passing British
army from the safety of our hiding places. We didn’t
defeat all the Redcoats, but we did show our strength
and determination. That day, the 13 united colonies
started a war with England — the strongest army in
the world.
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CHAPTER 11
Bunker Hill

A few months after the battles of Lexington and
Concord, the second continental congress convened.
Now that the war had officially begun, the congress
decided to create a continental army out of existing
local armies. George Washington was appointed as
the general, and lead the troops in battle.

The first battle that we fought as a continental
army was at Bunker Hill. As we made our way to the
top of the hill, some of the soldiers made nervous
chatter. The fear of the soldiers was so thick that it
could have been cut by my sword blade. At the top
of the hill we were instructed by General Prescott to
build fortifications. Using our swords, we made
trenches and surrounded them with mounds of dirt.
The small dirt mounds would do little to protect us
against the mighty British soldiers.

As we walted for the enemy to begin hiking up
the hill I clutched the button in my pocket. | knew
that Samuel would have loved to have been on that
hill, fighting for the place he loved so much. It made
me feel braver to know that [ wasn’t just fighting for
me, | was fighting for him, and my father, my
mother, my little sister, and all the men whose
buttons my father carried in his pocket.
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http://www.dontroiani.com/

The incoming soldiers looked like tiny black
ants as they rushed up the hill. When they were close
enough to look like men we fired at them. When the
smoke cleared | watched as the men started to retreat
back down the slippery slope. The hill was now
dotted with dead and wounded soldiers. After a time,
the soldiers came back up the hill in another wave.
When the soldiers were so close that | feared their
bayonets would pierce me, | fired my weapon.

By the third time the soldiers started mounting
the hill we had almost no ammunition left. Once the
militia was upon us | fired the few remaining shots |
could, then started to sprint as fast as | could down
the other side of the hill. As | ran, | felt a piercing
pain in my left shoulder. Afterwards | felt the cool
metal ball enter my body, | had been shot.

Even though the pain bit into me every time |
took a step, | kept a brisk pace until | reached a
bridge in the town below. Once | was safely at the
bridge | sat and rested, slowly sleep overcame me.

I don’t know how long I slept, but I was awakened
by a tap from a musket on my shoulder.

“Thomas, are you alive?”

When | opened my eyes, General Prescott was
standing over me. A medical soldier started cleaning
my wound. | breathed a sigh of relief. The war was
not over, but we had won another battle against the
British army.
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CHAPTER 12
The Olive Branch Petition

The battle at Bunker Hill boosted the morale of
the American colonists. For the first time they
believed that they had a fighting chance to win the
battle against Great Britain and to have
representation in British parliament. It was also a
turning point for the British, they realized that the
Americans were willing to fight for what they
wanted, and they were a much stronger force than
they had originally anticipated.

The second continental congress feared that a
war would cost many lives. In a final attempt to
reconcile with King George, the Second Continental
Congress signed the Olive Branch Petition, in
hopes of sparing the blood of many soldiers. This
petition attempted to peacefully negotiate with King
George and declared that the colonies were still loyal
to Britain. The king refused the Olive Branch
Petition, and the plea of the colonies to remain
united with England.

The American colonies had been disowned by
the mother country. Many of the colonists started to
realize that we would never be given representation
In England. As long as the colonies were still tied to
Great Britain, the colonists would be subject to the
mandates of a government in which they had no part.
Independence was the only option to keep the new
world from becoming enslaved to England.
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CHAPTER 13
Independence

In 1770, Even the men who became the
founding fathers of the United States didn’t know
that their fight for representation would become a
revolutionary war for independence. But on July 4,
1776, the Continental Congress signed the
Declaration of Independence, listing grievances
against King George, defining inalienable rights, and
declaring the separation of the American colonies
from England. The fight for independence was not
over the day that the Declaration of Independence
was signed. In fact, it had only just begun.

On Christmas day 1776, | sat huddled in the
bitter, December cold with my fellow soldiers on the
bank of the Delaware river. We had lost so many
battles and | had cut the buttons off five more of my
fallen friends. | would have given up were it not for
the six buttons in my pocket. These men had given
their lives for freedom, | had to finish their fight.

As tears started rolling down my frozen cheeks,
one of my commanding officers began reading a
speech written by Thomas Paine.

“The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their
country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the
love and thanks of man and woman... The harder the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph.”
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The Hour of Victory, Edward Percy Moran, www.mountvernon.org



The next day we crossed the freezing river and
won the battle of Trenton. Many more battles and
difficult conflicts followed for the next seven years,
until the day of glorious triumph came at last. In
1781, the Treaty of Paris was signed making the
United States of America a free and independent
nation.

Some people might think that the Declaration of
Independence made the United States a free nation,
but the fight for freedom started long before Thomas
Jefferson began penning an official document. It
began when explorers crossed the great ocean to find
a new world. It continued, as my ancestors and other
men and women, left their comfortable lives in
England to make a new life across the sea. My
father, the men who wore the six buttons he carried,
and countless other soldiers did their part in fighting
the French and Indian War. My brother, Samuel, and
the men who fought by my side during the battles of
the revolutionary war also played a part.

Sometimes | take the six buttons out of my
pocket and | look at them. | can still picture the faces
of each person. Their names, just like my name may
one day be forgotten. We do not have a signature at
the bottom of the Declaration of Independence, but
we gave everything we had for this land. It is a part
of us. Our legacy is the freedom and independence
found in the United States of America
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Glossary of Terms

Coercive Acts: Acts passed by British Parliament
In response to the Boston Tea Party. These acts
closed the Boston Harbor, restricted town
meetings, denied Boston the right to prosecute
British officials, and forced colonists to quarter
British soldiers. Also known as the Intolerable

ACtS.

Declaration of Independence: A document written by
Thomas Jefferson and signed by the continental
congress. This document declared independence
from Great Britain and addressed grievances

against King George IlI

First Continental Congress: A meeting in 1774, of
delegates from twelve of the thirteen colonies.
Delegates decided to boycott the tea, and meet
again the following year if the relationship between
the colonies and Great Britain hadn’t improved.

French and Indian War: A war that started in 1754,
between France and Great Britain, for power in
North America. France and their allies-the
American Indians, lost the land between the east
coast and the Mississippi River to Great Britain.



Indentured Servants: English laborers who came over
to the American Colonies in the 17" century. They
worked for four to seven years as farm laborers. At
the end of their service they were compensated
with land and other goods.

Minutemen: Before the creation of the Continental
Army in 1775, colonists formed small militias that
would be ready to fight with a moment’s notice.

Olive Branch Petition: Document written in 1775 by
the second continental congress as a last attempt to
reconcile with Great Britain. It was refused by
King George IlI

Proclamation of 1763: Proclamation given by King
George Ill, that forbade colonists from settling the
land west of the Appalachian Mountains.

Quarter: To provide food, and shelter to British
soldiers.

Stamp Act: A tax on newspapers and official
documents in the American colonies. This act was
passed by British Parliament in 1765.
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Townshend Acts: British tax, imposed on American
colonists in 1767, to help pay for the war debt of
the French and Indian War. Taxes were collected
on paper, tea, glass, paint and lead.

Treaty of Paris: A treaty signed by Great Britain and
the United States in 1783. This treaty officially
ended the Revolutionary War, and Great Britain
recognized the United States as an independent
nation.
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