
Respiratory	System	Notes	



•  While	watching	the	following	video,	takes	
notes	on	the	different	structures	of	the	
respiratory	system	on	your	diagram	
worksheet.			

Video	Clip		





























Coverings:			
Parietal	Pleura:	inner	lining			
Visceral	Pleura:	outer	lining	
Pleural	Cavity:		Space	
between	the	two-	purpose?			
	





The	Diaphragm-	
•  FuncFon:		muscle	of	respiraFon		
•  LocaFon:		separates	abdominal	
cavity	and	thoracic	cavity.			

•  Triggered	by:		Phrenic	Nerve		
•  InspiraFon:		Pressure	in	lungs	is	
decreased	and	air	comes	in.	

•  ExpiraFon:		Pressure	in	lungs	is	
increased	and	air	pushes	out.		
Diaphragm	appears	dome	
shaped.			



Pathology-	Upper	respiratory	disorders	
	

Ø *Croup-Acute	viral	infecFon	
of	infants	with	obstrucFon	of	
the	larynx,	accompanied	by	
barking	cough	and	stridor.		
Caused	by	flu	or	respiratory	
syncyFal	virus.		

Ø Diphtheria-InflammaFon,	
opaque	membrane	forms	in	
larynx	and	trachea.		Caused	
by	bacterial	infecFon.		DPT	
vaccine	available.		

Ø *Epistaxis-nosebleed,	usually	
associated	with	irritaFon	of	
nasal	mucous	membranes,	
trauma,	vit	K	deficiency,	
cloRng	abnormaliFes,	
hypertension	or	blood	
thinning	meds.		

Ø *Pertussis-Whooping	cough,	
highly	contagious	bacterial	
infecFon	of	pharynx,	larynx,	
and	trachea.		Violent,	sudden	
spasms	of	coughing	that	ends	
in	a	loud	“whooping”	sound.		

	
	
	
	



Bronchial	tube	disorders	
	Ø *Asthma-Chronic	bronchial	inflammatory	disorder	with	

airway	obstrucFon	due	to	brachial	edema	and	construcFon	
and	increased	mucus	producFon.		

Ø *Bronchiectasis-chronic	dilaFon	of	bronchus,	secondary	
infecFon.		Caused	when	bronchi	lose	elasFcity	&	secreFons	
puddle	and	don’t	drain	normally.		

Ø Chronic	bronchiAs-	InflammaFon	of	bronchi	persisFng	over	
a	long	Fme;	type	of	COPD.		InfecFon	and	smoking	are	
factors.		

Ø *CysAc	fibrosis-		inherited	disorder	of	exocrine	glands	where	
thick	mucous	secreFons	form	in	resp.	system	and	don’t	
drain	properly.		Caused	by	a	geneFc	mutaFon	of	a	gene.		
Symptoms	are;	airway	obstrucFon,	bronchiectasis,	resp.	
failure,	insufficient	secreFons	of	digesFve	enzymes	which	
leads	to	poor	growth.	



Pathology		
Lung	Disorders	

	
	

*Atelectasis		
•  Two	forms	
•  Proximal	
obstrucFon	of	distal	
airways	
•  AccumulaFons	of	
fluid,	blood,	or	air	
in	the	pleural	cavity	



Pathology		
Pleural	Disorders			

	*Pneumothorax:		Air	gathers	in	the	pleural	cavity	



Clinical	Procedures	
*Bronchoscopy:	fiberopFc	or	rigid	endoscope	

inserted	into	the	bronchial	tubes	for	diagnosis,	
biopsy,	or	collecFon	of	secreFons	



Clinical	Procedures	

*Endotracheal	intubaAon:	placement	of	tube	from	mouth	
to	trachea	to	establish	airway	



Clinical	Procedures	

*Thoracentesis:	surgical	puncture	to	
	remove	fluid	from	pleural	space	



Clinical	Procedures		

*Tracheostomy:	surgical	creaFon	of	an	
opening	into	the	trachea	through	the	neck	


