Readers at Level A:

GUIDED READING Level A

At level A, readers are just beginning to learn how print works and to construct the alphabetic
- principle (understand that there are relationships between sounds and letters). They are learning
to look (aided by the finger) left to right across words and across one line of print. They are
learning to search for and use information from pictures and to use simple language structures
to help them learn about print. They differentiate print from pictures and begin to notice the
distinctive features of letters, attaching names to them. They are learning to read one line sen-
tences with simple words and on familiar topics. They are learning how to match one spoken
word with one word in print. As they read, they begin to learn some easy, high frequency words,
to notice and use visual signposts of some words, and to notice mismatches. They use what they.
know (for example, a sound and related letter) to begin to self-monitor reading. Reading and re-
reading these very simple texts will help them gain gradual control of ways to look at and work

with print.

GENRE/FORMS

CONTENT

Cenre

* Some simple factual texts
+ Simple animal fantasy

» Realistic fiction

Forms

+ Picture books

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
+ Very simple narratives with stories
carried by pictures

Nonfiction

+ Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

= Underying text strudiure
{description)

* Present cne simple category of
information

* Some texds with sequential
information

= Familiar, easy content (family, play,
pets, school} i

+ All concepts supported by picture
information

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Vary familiar themes and ideas
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LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Mostly nameless, flat characters

+ Repeating language patterns
(simple three to six words on each
page)

* Texts with familiar settings dose to
children's experience

+ Afew simple elaments of fanfasy
(for example, talking animals)

« Short, predictable sentences that are
close to oral language

= Simple sentences (no embedded
phrases or clatses)

» Subject preceding verb in most
sentences

* Simple sentences (subject and
predicate)

VOCABULARY

+ Almost alf vocabulary famifiar to
children and likely to be used in
their ol langirage -

= Word meanings illustrated by
pictures
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GUIDED READING

Level A
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WORDS ) ILLUSTRATIONS
* Mostly one-syllable words with very 0 eral
easy and predictable fetter-sound 'y oo that match print very
relationships dosely -
* Some simple plurals . * Clear illustrations that fully suppori
* Repeated use of a few easy high- Meaning

frequency words

* Some words with -5 and -ing

* Many words with easy, predictable
letter-sound relationships
(decodable)

* Words with easy spelling patterns

* lllustrations that support each page
of text '

* Very simple itlustrations with no
distracting detail

» Consistent layaut of illustrations and
print

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

» One line of text on each page

* Very short, usually eight pages of
print and illustrations

Print and Layout
» Ample space between words and
lines

= Pyint in large plain font

» Print dlearly separated from pictures

« Consistent placement of print
(layout)

Punctuation
+ Perind only punctuation in most
texts

Guided Reading 253
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GUIDED READING

Level B

Readers at Level B:

At level B, readers are Jearning how print works, particularly developing the concepts of left-to-
right directionality across words and across lines of print. They are firming up voice-print
match while reading texts with two or more lines of print. Readers may recognize repeating lan-
guage patterns in texts that have very simple stories and focus on a single idea, as well as learn
‘more about the distinctive features of letters and the connections between sounds and letters. It
is very important that they begin to self-monitor their reading and attempt to self-correct as
they notice the mismatches and check one source of information against aftother. They are be-
ginning to notice and use visual signposts and are expanding their core of simple high-fre-

quency words,

* Some simple factual texts
» Simple animal fantasy
» Realistic fiction

Forms

» Picture books

TEXT STRUCTURE )
Fiction

+ Simple narratives with stories
carried by pictures

Nonfiction

+ Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic :

= Underlying text structure
{description)

« Present one simple category of
information

+ Some texts with sequential
information

GENRE/FORMS CONTENT
’ + Familiar, easy content (family, play,
Genre pets, school)

» All concepts supported by picture
information

THEMES AND IDEAS

» Very familiar themes and ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Mostly nameless, flat characters

* Repeating language patterns

- (simple three to seven words in a
sentence}

= Texts with familiar settings close to
children's experience

« A few simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking animals)
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VOCABULARY

SENTENCE

iR

= Almost alk vecabulary familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

+ Word meanings iflustrated by
pictures

COMPLEXITY

« Short, predictable sentences that are
¢lase to oral language

+ Mostly simple sentences (no
embedded phrases or clauses)

» Subject preceding verb in'most
sentences

» Simple sentences (subject and
predicate often with phrases at the

end)

[
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GUIDED READING VAR

My lite dog likes
to. run with me.

WORDS ILLUSTRATIONS BOOK AND PRINT « Print clearly separated from pictures
+ Mostly ane-syllable words with very o0 o e FEATURES * Consistent placement of pririt and
easy and prediciable letter-sound ; , : illustrations (layout)
ltionshi + {lustrations that match print very Langth « Line breaks match ends of phrases
e auon_s ps dosely « Yery short, usually eight pages of and sertences P
" Some simple plurals , » Clear flusirations that fully support ~ print and illustrations '
* Repeated use of a few easy high- meaning » Two or more fines of text oneach  Punctuation
frequency words , * llustrations that support each page  page * Period only punctuation in most
* Some words with -5 and -ing of text Print and Lavout texts
* Many words with easy, predictable . yary simple ilustrations with litde . anc -ayou
letter-sound relationships disrtyra ctinz dletgil . :i\nrlggle space between words and
(decodable) Consi : : . y
. * Consistent layout of ifustrations and |, .~ : G
« Words with easy spelling patterns b yout ot liu Print in large plain font |
) + Sentences tum over one ar more |

lines
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GUIDED READING [N

Readers at Level :

At level C, readers encounter simple stories and familiar topics in texts that usually have two to
six lines of print on each page. They smoothly and automatically move left to right across words
and across lines of print, sweeping back to the left margin for each new line and reading print on
both left and right pages. Reading is becoming smooth, allowing for some expression, and the
eyes are taking over the process of matching the spoken word to the printed word, Readers are
moving away from needing to point and are showing phrased reading. Readers are naticing quo-
tation marks and reflecting dialogue with-the voice, They are developing a larger core of high-
frequency words that they recognize quickly and casily. At this level, readers are consistently
monitoring their reading and cross-checking one source of information against another, Overt
self-correction reveals readers’ growing control of the ability to process print.

5
w
%
GENRE/FORMS CONTENT SENTENCE YOCABULARY E
Genre * Famillar, easy content (family, play, CQM PI-E’.“TY * Almost al vocabulary farniliar to é
» Somme simple factual texts pets, school) . * Simple, pred:clal_:le sentence ch:f_dren and likely to be used in
* Simple animal fantasy » All concepts supported by pictures structure but varied pattems their oral Iapguage
+ Realistic ficion + Sentences that are questions * Word meanings ilustrated by
THEMES AND IDEAS * Many sentences with prepositional pictures
Forms « Famifiar themes and ideas phrases and adjectives . Some uz!riation in words used to
+ Picture books » Subject preceding verb in most assign dialogue (mostly said)
: serences
LANGUAGE AND . g i
TEXT STRUCTURE LITERARY FEATURES gy tenes (ubjet and
Fiction + Amusing one-dimensional
« Simple narratives with several characters
episodes (usually similar or * Repeating natural language patterns
repetitive} » Texts with familiar settings close to
Nonfiction c!rild{en‘§ experfenc%.“ _
« Focused on a single idea or one * Simple dialogue (assigned by soid
simple topic in mOSl'tEXIS)
» Underlying text structure * A few simple elements of fantasy .
(description) for example, talking animals) :
* Present one simple category of :
information
= Some texts with sequential
information

280 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Grades PreK-8:; A Guide 1o Teaching
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Level €

GUIDED READING

She was sleeping
on the rug.

[ said,

“Woke up, Socksl”

LL3

WORDS ILLUSTRATIONS

* Mostly one or two-sylfable words General

* Simple plurals . * Nustrations that match print very

* Some simple contractions and dosely
WSSWI: (wards with » More meaning cariied in the text
apostrophes) ) and less with picture support

+ Creater range of easy high- » Mustrations on every page or every
frequency words other page

+ Some words with s and -ing

* Many words with easy, predictable

letter-sound relationships
(decodable)

+ Sorne wards used in different
language structures (said Mom;
Mom said)

* Words with easy spelling patterns

= Yery.simple flustrations with litle
distracting detail

* Consistent layout of illustrations and
print

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Very short, usually eight pages of
print

» Two to five lines of text on each
page

Print and Layout

« Ample space between words and
lines

» Print in large plain font

« Sorme words in bold or larger font
for emphasis

» Sentences ftirn over one or more
lines

* Print clearly separated from pictures

+ Consistent placement of print
(layout)

« Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

Puncfuation

» Ellipses in some texts to create
expectation

+ Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, and question
marks in most texts

Guided Reading 261
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GUIDED READING @EEN))

Readers at Level b:

At level D, readers follow simple stories of fiction and fantasy and easy informational texts. They

can track print with their eyes (not pointing)}
with more varied language Ppatterns {(and those

tice and use a range of punctuation and read d

ialogue,

OVEr two 10 six lines per page and process texts
patterns that exist are more complex). They no-
reflecting the meaning through phrasing.

Readers can solve many regular easy two-syllable words, usually those with inflectional endings

(-ing) and simple compound words. Voice-print match

is smooth and automatic, and pointing

is rarely needed (only at difficulty). The core of known high-frequency words is expanding.

Readers consistently monitor their reading and cross-

another.

GENRE/FORMS

CONTENT

Genre

* Some simple factual texts

* Simple animal fantasy

= Realistic fiction

* Afew very simple retelfings of
traditional tales

Forms
* Picture books

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Simple narratives with several
episodes (usually similar o
repetitive)

Nonfiction

* Focused on a Single idea or one
simple topic

* Linderlying text strrciure
(description)

* Present one simpie category of
information

* Some texis with sequential
information

* Famiiliar, easy content (famnily, play,
pets, schoal)

* Most cancepis supported by
pictures

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Familiar themes and ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

* More complex repeating language
patterns

» Greater variety of language
structures

* Texts with familiar settings close to
children's experience

+ Simple dialogue and some spiit
dialogue

» Simple dialogue assigned to
speaker

= Variety in assignment to speaker
(other than said)

* Simple sequence of events {often
Tepeated)

* Afew simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking animls)

264 The Coniinuum of Literacy Leaming, Crades Prak-8: A Guide to Teaching

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Sorme longer sentences (some with

rore than six words)

* Some sentences that are questions
* Many sentences with prepositional

phrases and adjectives

* A few sentences beginning with
phrases

* Mostly simple sentences (subject
and predicate)

= Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

* Almost all vocabulary familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

+ Word meanings illustrated by
pictures .

* Variation i words vsed to assign
dialogue

» Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable words

* Large numbers of high-frequency
words -

* Complex word solving required to
understand meaning

check one source of information with

WORDS

* Mostly one- to two-syllable words

* Simnple plurals

* Many high-frequency words

* Some words with -5 and -ing

* Some words with inflectional
endings (-ing)

* Many words with easy, predictable
letter-sound relationships
(decodable)

* Sorne words used multiple fimes in
different language structures (said
Mom; Mom said)

» Mostly simple spalling patiems

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Founlas from The Comtitonm of Liergey Learing, Crodss Frek-8, Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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GUIDED READING

The pig went
in the little house.

The pig said,
“What a nice

I)l

| little house

ILLUSTRATIONS BOOK AND PRINT Print and Layout Punctuation
FEATURES » Ample space between words and + Ellipses in some texts to create

General ' lines expactation
* Highly supportive ilustrations that ~ Length « Print in large plain font « Pariads, commas, quotation marks,

Eeneral_ly match the text . Vgry short, usually eight pages of + Some words in bold or larger font excdlamation points, and question
» lustrations on every page or every print for emphasis marks

other page * Mostly two o six lines of printper Somme sentences that tum over ane
* More detals in the illustrations page (but variable) or more fines

= Sentences beginning on the left in
most lexts

+ Print clearly separated from pictures
= Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

Guided Reading 265
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GUIDED READING RGN

Readers at Level E:

At level E, readers encounter texts that usually have three to eight lines of print per page. They
are flexible enough to process texts with varied placement of print and a full range of punctua-
tion. Texts have more subtle ideas and complex stories and require more attention to under-
stand, but other processes are becoming automatic for readers. They take apart longer words
with inflectional endings and read some sentences that carry over two to three lines or even
across two pages, Readers are relying much more on the print as they encounter texts with less
supportive pictures. Left-to-right directionality and voice-print match are automatic and effort-
less and oral reading demonstrates fluency and phrasing with appropriate stress on words, They
read without pointing, bringing in the finger only occasionally at point of difficulty. They recog-
nize a large number of high-frequency words and easily solve words with regular letter-sound
relationships as well as a few irregular words.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

= A variety of informational texts on
easy topics

= Simple animal fantasy

= Realistic fiction

+ Some very simple retellings of
traditional tales

forms
» Picture books

» Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
+ Narrative texts with clear beginning,
series of events, and ending

Nanfiction

» Facused on 2 single idea or one
simple topic

* Underlying text structure
{description)

s Present one simple category of
information

* Some texts with sequential
information

CONTENT

THEMES AND IDEAS

= Familiar content that expands
beyond home, neighborhood, and
school

» Most concepts supported by
pictures

268 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

= Themes related to typical
experiences of children

= Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhaod experiences

= Concrete, easy-to-understand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

» More literary stories and language

+ Texts with familiar settings dose to
children’s experience

* Both simple and split cialogue,
speaker usually assigned

+ Some longet stretches of dialogue

« Simple sequence of events (aflen
repeated)

« A few simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking animals)

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

+ Some bonger sentences (some with
more than ten words)

» Some sentences that are guestions

« Some complex sentences with
variety in order of dauses

» Some sentences with prepositional
phrases and adjectives

* Some sentences with verb
preceding subject

* Use of commas to set words apart
(addressee in dialogue, qualifiers,
elc)

+ Simgple sentences (subject and
predicate)

+ Language struduras of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

» Almost all vocabulary familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

» Word meanings illustrated by
pictures

+ Varigtion in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (soid cred
shouted)

+ Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable words

« Large numbers of high-frequency
words

» Complex word solving required to
understand meaning

£ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinell ad rene €. Fountas from He Continwm of {ileracy Leaming, Grades FreK-8 Portsmouth, NH. Heinemans.
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GUIDED REDING

Level E

T

You can see giraffes
at the zoo..

Giraffes are tall animals.
They can eat leaves frem the

tops of trees.

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

+ Mostly one- to two-syllable words

« Some three-syllable words

« Simple plurals and possessives

+ Many high-frequency words

« Some words with inflectional
ending (4ng) '

« Mostly words with easy predictable
fetter-sound relationships and
spelling patterns {decodable)

+ Some words used multiple times in
different language structures (said
Mom,; Mom soid)

* Variety of easy spelling patterns

» Easy contractions

General

» Highly supportive iHlustrations that
generally match the text

» llustrations on every page or every
other page

« More details in the Hlustrations

(201N

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Short, eight to sixteen pages of print

« Most texts two to eight lines per
page

print and Layout

» Ample space between words and
lines

+ Print in large plain font

v Some words in bold or larger font
for emphasis

« Some sentenes tum over one fine

+ Sentences beginning on the left in
maost teds

« Sentences carfying over two to
three fines and some over two
pages

« Print in myost texts clearly separated
from picures

« Line breals match ends of phrases
and sentences '

+ Some limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

+ Periods, commas, quotation marks,

exclamation points, question marks,
and ellipses

Guided Reading 268
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GUIDED READING LS

E-I'E;
| Readers at Level F:

At level E readers are beginning to build knowledge of the characteristics of different genres of
texts. They can read stretches of both simple and split dialogue. They quickly and automatically
recognize a large number of high-frequency words and use letter-sound information to take
apart simple, regular words as well as some multisyllable words while reading. They recognize
and use inflectional endings, plurals, contractions, and possessives. They can also process and
understand syntax that largely reflects patterns particular to written language, stories that have
multiple episodes. In fiction, they are beginning to meet characters that are more developed, as
well as some literary language. In informational texts, they are learning more new facts about
topics. They read without pointing and with appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and word

stress,

GENRE/FORMS

CONTENT

Gente

= Avariely of informational texts on
edsy lopics

« Simple animal fantasy

« Realistic fictian

» Some very simple retellings of
traditional tales ’

Forms
» Picture books

» Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
« Narrative texts with clear beginning,
series of events, and ending

Nonfiction

= Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

* Underlying text structare
{description, comparison and
contrast)

+ Present one simple category of
information

+ Some texts with sequential
inforrmation

« Familiar content that expands
beyond home, neighborhood, and
school

» Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Themes related to typical
experiences of children

= Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhoad expertences

» Concrete, easy-to-undesstand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» AMUSIng of engaging one-
dimensional characters

» More literary stories and language

» Texts with familiar settings dlose te
children’s experience

« Both simple and split dialogue,
speaker usually assigned

+ Some longer stretches of dialogue

« Sirnple sequence of events (often
repeated)

* A few simple elements of fartasy
(for example, talking animals)

272 The Continuurn of Literacy Learaing, Grades Prek—8: A Guide o Teaching

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

« Some long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and dauses

« Some sentences that are questions
in simple sentences and in dialogue

» Some complex sentences with
variety in order of clauses

+ Sentences with prepositional
phrases and adjedtives

= Variation in placement of subjedt,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

» [Jse of commas to set words apart
(addressee in dialogue, qualifiers,
etc)

» Some compound sentences
conjoined by and

» Language structures of text not
repetitious

YOCABULARY

= Most vacabulary words familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their aral language

+ Variation in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (sard, cried,
shouted)

= Greater range of vocabulary and
mutti-syllable words

« Large numbers of high-frequency
words

» Complex word solving required to
understand meaning

WORDS

« Mostly one- to two-syllable words

= Some three-syltable words

« Plurals, contractions, and
possassives

* Many high-frequency words

= Many words with inflectional
endings

» Mostly words with easy predictable
|etter-sound relationships and
spelling patterns {decodable)

= Some complex letter-sound
relationships in words

» Some words used multiple times in
different language structures (soid
Mom; Mo said)

* Yariety of easy spefling patterns

« Easy contractions

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene €. Fourtas fram The Contimusm of Literacy Leorning. Grades Prek-8. Portsmouth, MH: Heinemann.,




Level F

-

“I am ready for school,”

said Anna.

She had o new red backpack
and new shoes.

"We have one more thing to
do,” said her mom. “You may
need to get some glasses.”

JLLUSTRATIONS BOOK AND PRINT = Some sentences fum over one fine Punctuation
FEATURES * Sentences carrying over two to » Periads, commas, quotation marks,
General : ; : :
h o . three lines and some over wo excamatian points, question marks,
» Highly supportive ilustrations that ~ Length pages and elipses .
generally match the text + Short, eight o sideen pages of print | Longer sentences starting on lef
» [Hustrations that support the textbut ~ » Most texts three to eight lines of margin
g:: eanlfitncgarw all impartant aspects of  print per page - Some short sentences, starting
. ; Print and Layout middle of a fine
:.ijf‘L}J]stratlonslon eVerY pageorevery Ample space between woeds and « Print in most texts clearly separated
B er page it most texts . i :
» More details in the illustrations Im.es_ om p]dums. .
» Print in large plain font » Many texts with layout supporting
: + Some words in bold or larger font phrasing
for emphasis + Some limited varigtion in print
placement

Guided Reading 273
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GUIDED READING BEEKS

Readers at Level G:

At level G, readers encounter a wider range of texts and continue to internalize knowledge of
different genres. They are still reading texts with three o eight lines of print per page, but print
size is slightly smaller and there are more words on a page. With early reading behaviors com-
pletely under contrel and quick and automatic recognition of a large number of high-frequency
words, they have attention to give to slightly more complex stary lines and ideas. They are able to
use a range of word-solving strategies (letter-sound information, making connections between
words, and using word parts) as they go while atiending to meaning, They read texts with some
content-specific words, but mast texts have only a few challenging vocabulary words. In their
oral reading they demonstrate (without pointing) appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and

word stress,

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« A variety of informational texts on
easy topics

« Simple animal fantasy

« Realistic fiction

+ Traditionat literature (mostly
folktales)

Forms
» Picture baoks

» Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narrative texts with straightforward
structure (beginning, series of
episodes, ending) but more
episodes included

Nonfiction

» Focused on a single ideaftopic or
series of related ideas/topics

+ Indude underlying texi structures
{description, comparison and
contrast)

« Largely focused an one category of
information

« Some longer texts with repeating
longer and more complex patterns

» Some unusual formats, such as
|etters or questions {ollowed by
ansvers

CONTENT

+ Accessible content that expands
beyond home, neighberhood, and
school

+ Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations

276 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Giades PreK—8: A Guide to Teaching

THEMES AND IDEAS

» Themes related to typical
experiences of children

= Many light, hurorous staries,
typical of childhood experiences

» Concrete, easy-to-understand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Armusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

+ More fiterary stories and language

« Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children's
experience

= Variety in prasentation of dialogue
(simple with pronotns, split, direct,
with some longer stretches of
dialogue)

» Simple sequence of events (often
repeated)

« Afew simple elernents of fantasy
{for example, talking animals}

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

« Some long sentences {more than
ten words}) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and dauses

+ Some sentences that are questions
in simple sentences and in dialogue

= Sentences with clauses and
embedded phrases, some
introductory

+ Some complex sentences with
variety in order of dlauses, phrases,
subjet, verb, and object

« Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

+ Most vocabulary words familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their orel language

+ Somg content-specific words
introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

» Variation in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (said cried,
shouted)

» Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable wards

+ Large numbers of high-frequency
words

K Complex word solving required to

uiderstand meaning

© 207, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and rene C. Fountas iram The Continuomm of Litevacy Learaing, Grades PreK-8. Parsmauth, NH; Heinemann,




' GUIDED READING

Level G

“I can't go to slesp”
said Nick.

“Will you open the door?"

he asked.

Nick's mom opened the door.

Llight came into the room.

“Good night, Nick,” his

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

« Moslly one- to two-syliable words

« Some three-syllable words

= Plurals, contractions, and
possessives

« {Many high-frequency words

« Many words with inflectional
endings

+ Some complex letter-sound
relationships in words

s Some words used muttiple times in
different language structures (said
Morm; Kom said)

+ Wide variety of easy spefling
patterns

» Easy coniractions

General _

+ Hustrations that support and extend
meaning but do not carry all of the
important information in the print

» |Ilustrations en every page or gvery
other page in most texts

» Complex illustrations depiding
muliiple ideas

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Short, eight to sixteen pages of print

= Most texts three 1o eight lines of
print per page

Print and Layout

» Ample space between words and
lines

» Some texts in smaller font size

+ Some words in bold or larger font
for emphasis

» Sentences canrying over twa to
three lines and sorme over two
pages

» Longer sentences starting on left
margin

» Some short sentences, starting
middle of a line

« Print in most texts clearly separated

from pictures

» Many texts with layout supporting
phrasing

» Some limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

= Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, question marks,
and ellipses
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GUIDED READING RGN

Readers at Level M-

At level H, readers encounter challenges similar to Level G; but the language and vocabulary are
even more compiex, the stories longer and more literary, and there is less repetition in the epi-
- sodic structure. They process a great deal of dialogue and reflect it through appropriate word
stress and phrasing in oral reading. Readers will find that plots and characters are more elabo-
rate but are still simple and straightforward. They solve a large number of multisyllable words
(many words with inflectional endings), plurals, contractions, and possessives. Readers auto-
matically read a large number of high-frequency words in order to meet the demands for more
in-depth thinking and also to solve words with complex spelling patterns. In arder to achieve ef-
ficient and smooth processing, readers will begin to read more new texts silently. In oral reading,
they demonstrate (without pointing) appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and word stress,

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

+ Simple animal fantasy

« Realistic fiction

* Traditional fiterature (mostly
folktales)

Forms
* Picture books
* Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narrative texts organized in
predictable ways (beginning, series
of repeated episodes, ending)

+ Narratives with more episodes and
iess repetition

Nonfiction

= Focused on a single idea/topic or
series of related ideas/topics

* Indude underlying structures clearly
{description, comparison and
contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution)

» Largely focused on one category of
infermation

* Some longer texts with repeating
longer and more complex pattemns

+ Same unusual formats, such as
letters or questions followed by
answers

CONTENT

» Accessible content that expands
beyond home, neighborhood, and
school

+ Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations
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THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humarous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* Greater variety irt themes (going
beyond everyday events)

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

» Some straiches of descriptive
language

+ Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children’s
experience

» Almost all dizlogue assigned to
speaker

+ Full variety in presentation of
dialogue (simple, simple using
pronauns, split, dired

» Use of dialogue for drama

* Muttiple episodes taking place
across time

= Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

= Sorme long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and dauses

+ Some sentences that are questions
in simple sentences and in dialogue

» Some complex sentences with
variety in order of clauses, phrases,
subjedt, verb, and cbject

» Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

+ Language structures of text not
rapetitious

VOCABULARY

A i

* Most vocabulary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

* Some content-specific wards

" introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

* Wide variety in words used to
assign dialogue to speaker

* Greater range of vocabulary and
multisyllable words

+ Large numbers of high-frequency
words

» Complex word salving required to
understand meaning
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GUIDED READING

Level H

This truck picks up trash.
The trash goes in the back

of the truck.

The truck crushes the trash

to0 make it smaller.
Then the truck

carries the trash away.

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

* Mostly one- to two-syllable words

* Some three-syilable wards

* Plurals, contractions, and
pOSSESSives

» Wide range of high-frequency
words

* Many words with inflectional
endings

» Some complex letter-sound
relationships in words

* Some cornplex spelling patterns

* Multisyllable words that are
generally easy to take apart or
decode

* Some easy compound words

General

+ Complex illustrations depicting
multiple ideas

« Illustraticns on every page or every
other page in most texts

Fiction

» Some texts with only minimal
ilfustrations

* Hlustrations thet support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
set mood but are not necessary for
understanding

Monfiction

» One kind of graphic on a page

+ Some simple graphics (fllustrations
with labels)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

= Short, eight to sixteen pages of print

= Most fexts three to eight lines of
print per page

+ A few easy chapter books with more
pages

Print and Layout

* Ample space between words and
lines

» Italics indicating unspoken thought

« Some texts in smaller font size

« Words in bold and italics that are
important to meaning and stress

« Sentences carrying over two to
three lines and some over two
pages

+ Longer sentences starting on left
margin

« Some short sentences, starting in
the middle of a line

= Print in most texts clearly separated
from pictures

+ fany texts with layout supporting
phrasing

+ Somne limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

« Periods, comimas, quotation marks,

exdamation points, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses in some texts
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GUIDED READING HIsE

Readers at Level I:

At level I, readers will be processing texts that are mostly short (eight to sixteen pages}, as well as
some easy illustrated chapter books (forty to sixty pages) that require them to sustain attention
and memory over time. They will meet some long sentences of more than ten words that con-
tain prepositional phrases, adjectives, and clauses. They will also encounter compound sen-
tences. They can effectively process complex sentences when required by a text. In addition to
automatically recognizing a large number of words, they are using word-solving strategies for
complex spelling patterns, multisyllable words, and many words with inflectional endings, plu-
rals, contractions, and possessives, They read many texts silently, following the text with their
eyes and without pointing, In oral reading, they reflect appropriate rate, word stress, intonation,
phrasing, and pausing.

GENRE/FORMS CONTENT

Genre * Familiar content and some new

« Informational texis content that typically children would
not know

» Simple animal fantasy

+ Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature (mostly
folktales)

Forms
* Pidure books
* Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

+ Narrativas with multiple episodes
and litle repetition of similar
episodes

* Narratives with more elaborated
episodes

= Some very short chapter books with
the same characters across chapters

Nonfiction

» Focused on a single idea/topic or
saries of related ideas/topics

« Underlying structures used and
presented clearly (description,
corparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution)

+ Texts organized into a few simple
categories

* Some longer texts that repeat
longer and more complex patterns

= Some unusual formats, such as
letiers or questions followed by
answers

+ Concepis accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Most texts told from a single point
of view with some texts showing
more than one

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

« Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

+ Some ideas that are new fo most
children

+ Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

= A few abstract ideas which are
highly supported by text and
ilustrations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Amusing or engaging one-
dimensionat characters

» More elaborated description of
character attributes

= Language characteristic of traditional

literature in some texts

* Some texts with settings that are not

typical of many children's
experience

* Variety of dialogue (between more
than two characters in many taxts)

* Multiple episodes taking place
across time

* Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy
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* Some long sentences {more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and clauses

= Many sentences with embedded
clauses and phrases

» Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

+ Use of commas 1o set words apart
(addressee in dialogue, qualifies,
ofc)

» Sentences with nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in series,
diided by commas

» Many compound sentences

VOCABULARY

» Mast vocabulary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

+ Some content-specific words
introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

» Wide variety of words to assign
dislogue (said, cried shouted,
thought, whispered) and adjedtives
describing the dialogue {gevelly,
foudl)

WORDS

= Many two- to three-sylfable words

« Plurals, contractions, and
possessives

» Wide range of high-frequency
woids

+ Many words with inflectional
endings

+ Some complex lefter-sound
relationships in words

* Same complex spelling pattems

» Multisyllable words that are
generally easy to take apart or
decode

» Some easy compound words
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Level l

Koalas do mot drink water.

There is water

in the leaves koaolas eat.
They get food and water
at the suame time.

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

+ Two or more kinds of graphics on a
page

+ Some illustrations cornplex with
many ideas

Fiction

« Some texts with no illustrations,
black and white minimal
iflustrations, or symbolic illustrations

» Some texts requiring readers to
infer the story from pictures with
minémal text or dialogue only

» [Hustrations that support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
set mood but are not necessary for
understanding

Nonfiction

« One or two kinds of graphics on
page

« Some simple graphics {illustrations
with labels)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

This iz a baby keala.

A young kodla is ealled a joey,
just like a baby kangaroo.
When a joey is bern,

it has no hair

Length

+ Short, eight to sixteen pages of print

» Most texts three to eight lines of
print per page

» Some easy ustrated chapter books
of fifty to sixty pages

Print and Layout

» Ample space between words and
lines

= Print in targe plain font

+ ltalics indicating unspoken thought

« Same texts in smaller font size

« Words in bold and italics that are
important to meaning and stress

= Senfences carnying over two to
three lines and some over two
pages

« Longer sentences starting on left
margin

= Some short sentences, starting
middle of a fine

= Print in most texts clearly separated
from pictures

« Some limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

« Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation poinits, question marks,
dashes, and eliipses

Tools

+ Some informational texts with a
table of contents

« Some nformaticnal texts with a
simple glossary
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Level §

GUIDED READING

Readers at Level J:

At level ], readers process a variety of texts, including short informational texts on familiar top-
ics, short fiction texts, and longer illustrated narratives that have short chapters. They adjust
 their reading strategies to process not only realistic fiction and informational texts but to read
very simple biographies. In fiction, characters generally do not change since the plots are rela-
tively simple and texts are not long. Readers process an increased number of longer and more
complex sentences (those with more than ten words containing prepositional phrases, adjec-
tives, clauses, and many compound sentences). Readers are able to automatically recognize a
large number of words, and can quickly apply word-solving strategies to multisyliable words
with inflectional endings, suffixes, and prefixes. They can read a wide range of plurals, contrac-
tions, and possessives. In oral reading, they reflect appropriate rate, word stress, intonation,
phrasing, and pausing {recognizing and using a range of punctuation). They read silently in in-
dependent reading and while reading individually in guided reading

GENRE/FORMS

Genre
+ Informational texts

» Simple animal fantasy

» Realistic fiction

* Traditional literature {moskly
folktales)

+ Some simple biographies on
tamiliar subjects

Forms

» Picture books

» Plays

+ Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

= Some series books

= Some graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

= Narratives with lite repetition of
similar episodes :

» Nariatives with more elaborated
episades

+ Some beginning chapter books with
short chapters

» Chapters connected by character

« Chapters usually connected to a
longer plot

Nonfiction

* Focused on a single ideaftopic or
series of related ideas/topics

* Underlying structures used and
presented dearly (desaription,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution)

+ Texts organized into a few simple
categories of information

« Some longer texts with repeating
longer and more complex pattems

= Some unusual formats, such as
letters or questions followed by
answers

CONTENT

+ Familiar content and sorme new
content that typically children would
not know

= New content accessible through text
and llustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

= Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

» Somne ideas new to most children

* Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

+ A few abstract ideas that are highly
supported by text and illustrations

* Some texts (graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
from pictures with minimal text or
dialcgue only
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LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Amusing or engaging characters,
some of which have more than one
dimension

» Haborated description of character
traits

» Language characteristic of traditional
literature in some texts

= Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children’s
experience

» Variety of dialogue {may be
betweaen more than two characters
in many texts)

« Multiple episodes taking place
across time

» Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

+ Most texts told fromn a single point
of view, with some having several
points of view

SENTENCE -
COMPLEXITY

» Many longer {more than ten
words), more complex sentences
(prepositionat phiases, introductory
dauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adiedtives}

« Many sentences with embedded
dauses and phrases

» Oceasional use of parenthetical
materiak embeddad in sentences

+ Sentences with nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in a series,
divided by commas

s Variation in placement of subjed;,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

* Many compound sentences

VOCABULARY

* Most vocabulary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

* Content words illustrated with
pictures or other graphics

« Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced that are
explained and illustrated in the text

* Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue (said cried shouted
thought whispered) and adjectives
describing the dialogue {quietly,
loudly)

WORDS

« Many two- to three-syflable words

» Plurals, contractions, and
passessives

* Wide range of high-fraquency
words

+ Many words with inflactional
endings

* Many words with complex Jefter-
sound relationships

* Some complex spelling patterns
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People feel better

» Multisyllabte words that are
generally easy to take apart or
decode

* Some easy compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

* Two or more kinds of graphics on a
page

* Some filustrations complex with
many ideas

Fiction

* Many texts with minimal illustrations
and some with none

= Some complex and artistic
ilustrations that communicate
meaning to match or extend the
text

Level J

Sometimes people can not
stay at home because they
are not well. They must
stay in o hospital or in
a nursing home., They miss
their homes and families.

when they pet a dog.

+ lllustrations that suppart
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
sel mood bul are not necessary for
understanding

Nonfiction

+ Move than ane kind of graphic on
page

= Many simple graphics (ilustrations
with labels) '

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Chapter books {most approximately
forly to seventy-five pages)

* Many lines of print on a page
(approximately three to bwelve
lines)

= Shorter {most appraximately
twenty-Four to thirty-six pages of
print) texts on single topics (usualiy
nonfiction)

Print and Layout

« Ample space between lines

« Italics indicating unspoken thought

+ Some texts in smaller fant size

» Words in bold and italics that are
important to meaning and stress

= Sentences carrying ever two 10
three lines and some over two
pages

» Longer sentences starting on left
margin in most texts

« Same sentences, starting middie of
aline

* Print in most illustrated texts dearly
separated from pictures

« Variety in layoul, reflecting different
genres

Punctuation

* Periads, commas, quotation marks,
extfamation points, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses

Tools
» Some texts with a table of contents

+ Some texts with a simple glossary

+ Chapter titles in some books

* Some texts with headings in bald 10
show sections
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GUIDED READING

Level K

Readers at Level k:

At level K, readers process a wider range of genres (realistic fiction, animal fantasy, traditional
literature, some simple biographies, and more informational texts). They read many illustrated
chapter books {including some seties books). Most fiction texts have multiple episodes related
to asingle plot but the demand on the reader’s memory is higher than previous levels. They read
about characters that change very little but are at the same time more complex; texts have multi-
ple characters. Readers process a great deal of dialogue, some of it unassigned, and are chal-
lenged to read stories based on concepts that are distant in time and space and reflect diverse
cultures. Readers solve many content-specific words and some technical words in informational
texts. They automatically recognize a large number of words and quickly apply word-solving
strategies to multisyllable words with inflectional endings, and to words with suffixes and
prefixes, They can read a wide range of plurals, contractions, and possessives. They read silently
in independent reading, but when reading orally they demonstrate all aspects of fluent reading.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

* Simple animal fantasy

» Realistic fiction

* Traditionaf literature (mostly
folktales)

* Some simple biographies on
familiar subjects

Forms

* Picture baoks

. Hays

* Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

* Series books

* Some graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narratives with many episodes

+ Some beginning chapter books with
short chapters

» Chapters connected by character or
broad theme

» Chapters usually connected to 3
longer plot

» Simple, straightforward plots

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics

* Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

+ Texts erganized into a few simple
categories

» Variety it organization and topic

* Some longer texts with sections
presenting different informaticn

* Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Familiar content and some new
content that typically children would
not know

* New content requiring prior
knowledge to understand in some
informational texts

* Stme texts with plots and situations
outside typical experience

* Some texds with settings ouiside
children’s typical experience

* New content accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

= Some ideas new to most children

« Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

« Afew abstract ideas, supported by
the text but with less ustration
support

+ Texts with universal themes
illustrating impartant human issues
and attributes (friendship, courage)
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* Some texts (graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
frorn pictures with minimal text or
dislogue only ' :

LANGUAGE AND

LITERARY FEATURES

+ Some complex and memorable
characters

= Some figurative language
{metaphcr, simile)

+ Some texts with settings that are not
typicaf of many children’s
experience

* Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

» Complex plots with numerqus
episodes and time passing

= Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

* Most texts told from a single point
of view

* May have more than one point of
view within one text

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Variety in sentence iength and
complexity

» Longer {move than fifteen words),
more complex senfences
(prepositional phrases, introductory
dauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

* Many complex sentences with
embedded phrases and clauses

* Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

+ Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to meaning

VOCABULARY

* Content words flustrated with
pictures or other graphics

* Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and illustrated in the text

* Wide vartety of words to assign
dialogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to meaning

VI/ORDS

* Many two- to three-syllabie words

» Plurals, contractions, and
possessives

* A wide range of high frequency
words

* Many words with inflectional
endings

* Many words with complex letter-
sound refationships

= Some complex spelling patterns

* Multisyllabte words that are
challenging to take apait or decade

+ Some easy compound words
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GUIDED READING

ILLUSTRATIONS

Level K

General

* Two or more kinds of graphics on a
page .

* Some long stretches of text with no
iflustrations or graphics

Fiction

* Some texts with no or only minimal
itustrations

* Some texts with illustrations that are
essential to interpretation

* Some illustrations that support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
set mood but are not necessary for
understanding

Nonfiction
* More than one kind of graphic on a

page

« Combination of graphics providing
information that malches and
extends the text .

* In most texts, graphies that are
clearly explained (simple diagrams,
illustrations with labels, maps,
charks)

* Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-outs)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length
* Many lines of print on a page (three
to fifteen lines; more for fiction)

= Chapter books (sixty to one
hundred pages of print)

Print and Layout

= Ample space between lines

= Printt and font size vary with some
longer texts in smalf fonts

+ Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphass, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
eolor

* Sentences carrying over two to
three lines and some over two
pages

* Print and illustrations integrated in
many texts

* Variety in layout, reflecting different
genres

* Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with many sentences starting
on the left

Punctuation :

+ Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses in mast texis

Tools .

* Readers’ tooks (table of contents,
captions, a few headings, glossary,
chapter titles, bold print, author's
notes) .
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WORDS

GUIDED REARING JIEEV2R1

Newborn

Hang On, Baby Monkey

by Donna Latham

Deep in the rain forest, a baby
monkey is born. His mother is
part of a family group called a
troop. Monkeys in the troop work
together to stay alive.

Monkeys from the troop come

close to look at the new baby.

Monkeye make their home in the huge Amazon
rain forest in South America,

» Wide variety of high frequency
words
: « Many two- fo thiee-syllable words
¢ * Some words with more than thiee
' syllabtes
+ Words with suffizes and prefixes
« Words with a wide variety of very
- complex spelling patterns
« Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode
* Many plurals, contractions, and
compaund words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

+ Avariety of complex graphics, often
more than one on a page

+ Some long stretches of text (usually
a page or two) with no illustrations
or graphics

Fiction

= Many texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

* Some complex and artistic
illustrations that communicate

" meaning to match or extend the
text

* Some texts with illustrations that are
essential to interpretation

» Some illustrations that support
intevpretation, enhance enjoyment,
and set mood but are not necessary
for understanding

* Much of setting, action, and
characters shown fn pictures
(graphic texts)

Nonfiction

» More than one kind of graphic on a
page

« Combinathon of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

. [Graphics that are dearly explained
in most texts

« Avariety of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs)

= Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxas, maps,
charts, call-outs, illustrations with
labels and legends)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Chapter books (Sixty to one
hundred pages of prin)

» Shoster texts (most approximately
twenty-four to forty-eight pages of
print} on single topics (usuaﬁ;:
nonfiction)

« Many fines of print on a page (fve
1o twenty-four lines; more for
fiction}

Print and Layout

» Ample space between lines

+ Print and font size varying with
some longer texts in small fonts

+ Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal ather
meaning

« Variety in print and background
color

» Some sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

= Print and illustrations integrated in
many texis

+ Variety in fayout reflecting different
genres

= Usually friendly layout in chapter
buoks, with many sentences starting
on the left

* Bubbles, strips or print, and other
print/pictura cambinations in
graphic texts

» Variety in fayout of nanfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, catl-
ouls}

Punctuation

+ Patiods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation paints, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses in most texts

Tools

* A variety of readers’ tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titfes, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends
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GUIDED READING FEEXT

Readers at Level L:

At level L, readers process easy chapter books including some series books, with more sophisti-
cated plots and few illustrations, as well as shorter informational and fiction books. They adjust
their reading to process a range of genres (realistic fiction, simple fantasy, informational texts,
traditicnal literature, and biography, as well as some special types of texts, for example, shorter
series books, very simple mysteries, and graphic texts), They understand that chapters have mul-
tiple episodes related to a single plot. They learn some new content through reading and are re-
quired to bring more prior knowledge to the process; but the content is usually accessible
through the text and illustrations. At this level, readers are beginning to recognize themes across
texts (friendship, courage), and they understand some abstract ideas. They see multiple perspec-
tives of characters as revealed through description, what they say, think, or do, and what others
say about them. They process complex sentences with embedded clauses and figurative lan-
guage. They recognize and/or flexibly solve a large number of words, including plurals, contrac-
tions, possessives, many rultisyllable words, many content-specific words, and some technical
words. They read silently in independent reading; in oral reading, they demonstrate all aspects
of sinooth, fluent prc:cessing.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

» informational texts

» Simple fantasy

» Realistic fiction

» Traditional literature {folkiafes,
fablesy -

* Biography, mostly on well-knowa
subjects

* Simple mysteries

» Some graphic novels

» Simple hybrid texs

Forms

» Picture bogks

+ Plays

» Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

* Series books

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

» Simple, straightforward plots

+ Some embedded genres such as
directions or letters

Nonfictlan

= Presentation of multiple topics

* Underlying structures {description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts organized into a few simple
categories

* Some lfonger texts with sections
presenting different information

= Variety in organization and topic

* Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ New content requising prior
knowledge to understand

+ Some texts with plots, settings, and
situations outside typicat experience

+ Some technical content that is
challenging and not typically known

+ New cantent accessible through text
and illustrations

THENES AND IDEAS

» Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experfences

+ Some ideas that are new to most
children

+ Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children
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= Texts with universal themes
tlustrating impartant human issues
and attributes {friendship, courage,
challenges)

+ Some texts {graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
from pictures with minimal tagt or
diatogue only

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Some complex and memorable
characters

* Multipie characters to understand
and follow development

» Various ways of showing characters'
attributes {desciiption, dialogue,
thoughts, others’ perspectives)

» Figurative language and descriptive
language _

+ Setting important to understanding
the plot in sorme texts

« Wide variely in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

» Complex plofs with numerous
episodes and time passing

+ Plots with numerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

+ Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

= Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors and diatogue

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

+ Variety in sentence length and
complexity

* Longer {maore than fiteen wards),
more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

« Quastions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers {nonfiction)

+ Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
Commas

» Assigned and unassigned dialogue

VOCABULARY

= Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and illustrated in the text

+ Wide vartety of words to assign
dizlogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to meaning

* New vocabulary in fiction texts
(largely unesplained)

+ Words with muttiple meanings
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GUIDED READING HEYER

Readers at Level M:

At level M, readers know the characteristics of a range of genres (zealistic fiction, simple fantasy,
informational texts, traditional literature, and biography). Some fiction texts are chapter books
and readers are becoming interested in special forms, such as longer series books and mysteries.”
Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and multiple characters that de-
velop and show some change over time. They read shorter nonfiction texts, mostly on single
* topics, and are able to identify and use underlying structures (description, comparison and con-
trast, temporal sequence, problem and solution, cause and effect). They can process sentences
that are complex, contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives. Word solving is smooth and automatic in both silent and oral reading and can read
and understand descriptive words, scme complex content-specific words, and some technical
words, They read silently and independently. In oral reading, they demonstrate all aspects of

smooth, fluent processing.

GENRE/FORMS sequence, problem and solution, LANGUAGE AND » Variety in sentence length, with
cause and effect) LITERARY FEATURES some long and complex sentences
Genre + Some complex and memorable » Questions in dialogue (fiction) and

* Informational texts

» Simple fantasy

» Realistic fiction

= Traditional literature (folktales,
fables, legends, tall tales)

« Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

+ Simple mysteries

+ Hybrid texts combining more than
one geare

Forms rather than piclures : Lo
* Ficture books « Content supparted or extended by through dialogue + New vocabulary i {iction texts
* Plays illusteations in most informational ~ * Wide variety in showing dialogue, fargely unexplained
» Beginning chapter books with texts bath assigned and unassigned
iflustrations . Cc_m[;{:x pl%ist with numerous WORDS
» Series books episodes and time passing : -
: | THEN!ES AND IDEAS « Plots with Rumerous episodes, Many two- to tljree«syllable words
Graphic texts + 50 ds with han th
' Mapvlhsrhhhlg:]nurgus siries, building toward problem resolution sylglfl:sm with more than three
TEXT STRUCTURE . tn:ﬂlsctaidiaz slup ;;Jrl eji&‘ﬂ{l;g:it . fS;mntas?l? traditional elements of + Words with suffxes
Fiction but mlﬁ less Fllustration support « Texts with multpte points of view . Word? with z;}ivwde :;:retz of very
« Narative structure incheding * Texts with universa| themes reveated through characters’ COMPIEX SPETING patien
chapters with multiple episodes illustrating important human issues behaviors + Multisyllable words that are §:
related to a single plot and attributes (friendship, courage) challenging to take apart or decode f:
; : + Some abstradt themes requisin: = Many plurals, contractions, and
» Simple, straightforward plats 20MeE absirad T quising SENTENCE
. . : inferential thinking to derive tompound words #
Much of setting, actions, and + Some texs graphic text) requiring COMPLEXITY |

characters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics

* Underlying structures (description,
comnparison and cantrast, temporal

* Texts organized into a few simple
categories

+ Variety in organization and topic

+ Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ Some technical content that is
challengirig and not bypically known
* iost of content carried by the print

readers to infer the story from
pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

« Some texts with moral lessons
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characters ,

» Various ways of showing characters’
attributes (description, dialogue,
thoughts, athers' perspectives)

» Multiple characters lo understand
and notice how they develop and
change over time

+ Figurative and descriptive language

» Setting imporiant to understanding
the plot in some texts

+ Various perspectives revealed

* Some longer (mare than fifteen
words), more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, introductory
elauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

questions and answers (nonfiction)
= Sentences with parenthetical
material
* Sentences with nouns, werbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

VOCABULARY

it e TR it

+ Some new vacabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and ilfustrated in the text
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GUIDED READING

Level M

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

+ A variety of complex graphics, often
mose than one on a page

+ Some long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphics

Fiction

« Most texts with no ilustrations,
ménimal black and white
illustrations, or symbolic iliustrations

+ Some highly complex and artistic
ilustrations that communicate
meaning to match or extend the
text

» Black and white tllustrations in most
texis

by Kitty Colton

I really, really wanted to get a dog.
But Mom said I wasn’t responsible
enough to take care of a pet.

“I’m very responsible!” I said.

“Hmm. Okay, Mr. Responsible. I
hate to disagree with you, Danny.
But how many times did I tell you to
clean your room this week?” asked
Mom.

“Well, cleaning my room is totally
boring! Taking care of a dog would

- be totally fun!”
Mom said, “Dogs are a lot of

work!” She said I'd have to prove I

Nonfiction BOOK AND PRINT « Print and iltusirations integrated i
+ More than one kind of graphicona  FEATURES many texts
page Lensth + Captions under pidlures that
» Combination of graphics providing 8 provide imgortant information
information that matches and gh?nr;tfﬁf ter baoks (sikty & * Usually friendly layout in chapter
extends the text hzn dred P cof n'ngxw 0 one books, with some sentences starting
« Variety of graphics (diagrams, pages ol p on the lefl
labels, cutaways, maps, scaleswith  Print and Layout « Yariely in layout of nonfiction
legends, iliustrations with labels, + Ample space between lines formats (question and answer,
maps, charis) » Print and font size varying with paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
» In most texts, graphics that are some longer texts in small fonts outs)
clearly explained « Use of words in italics, bold, or all
+ Variety in the layout of print in capitals to indicate emphasis, level f’unctualion P -
; . ) . Full range of punctuation, induding
nanfiction texts (question and of importance, or signal other -
P dashes and ellipses
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends, meaning
call-outs) « Variety in print and background Tools
calor « A variety of readers' tools: table of

contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends

« Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page



GUIDED READING [REIELL

Readers at Level N:

At level N, readers will process the full range of genres, short fiction stories, chapter books and
shorter informational texts; also, they read special forms such as mysteries and series books, Fic-
* tion narratives are straightforward but have more elaborate plots with many episodes and multi-
ple characters who develop and change over time. Some nonfiction texts provide information in
categories on several related topics, and readers can identify and use underlying structures {de-
scription, compare and contrast, temporal sequence, problem and solution, cause and effect).
They continue to read silently at a good rate and automatically use a wide range of word-solving
strategies while focusing on meaning. In oral reading, they will continue to read with phrasing,
fluency, and appropriate word stress in a way that reflects meaning and recognizes punctuation.
Readers will slow down to problem solve or search for information and then resume normal
pace; there is little overt problem solving. They can process sentences that are complex, with
prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives. They can read
and understand descriptive words, some complex content-specific words, and some technical
words. Length of text is no longer a critical factor as students are beginning to read texts that
vary greatly. Word solving is smooth and autematic in both silent and oral reading.
H

GENRE/FORMS

Ganre

* informational texts

= Simple fantasy

« Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature

« Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

+ Historical fiction

+ Simple mysteries

+ Hybrid texts with embedded genres
such as directions, letters, or recipes

Forms

* Picture books

* Plays

» Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

» Serjes books

« Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

+ Plots with detailed episodes

Nonfiction
+ Texts organized info categories and
subcategories

* Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopics of a larger
content area or theme

* Underlying structures {description,
comparisen and cantrast, termporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

+ Variety in organization and topic

+ Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ Content requiring prior knowledge
to understand in many
informational texts

* Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

* Content supported or extended by
itustrations and other graphics in
most informational texts

+ Contetit requiring the reader to take
on perspectives from diverse
cultures and bring cultural
knowiedge to understanding

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

« A few abstract ideas, supported by
the text but with less illustration
support
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« Some abstract themes requiring
inferential thinking to derive

» Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important hurman
problems and sodial issues

+ Some texts (graphic texts) requiring
readers to infer the story from
pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

*» Multiple characters to understand

= Characters and perspectives
revealed by what they say, think,
and do and what others say or think
about them

« Memorable characters who change
and develop over time

* Factors related to character change
explicit and obvious

+ Descriptive and figurative language
that are important fo understanding
the plot

+ Sefting important to understanding
the plot in some fexts

« Wide variety in showing dralogue,
both assigned and unassigned

» Complex plots with numerous
episades and time passing

» Piots with nurnerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

= Building suspense through events
of the plot

» Sirnple, traditional elements of
fantasy

+ Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Variety in sentence length, with
some longer {more than fifteen
words), more complex sentences
(prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectivesy

+ Questions in dialogue (fition) and
questions and answers {nenfiction)

+ Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
ommas

VOCABULARY

* Many complex content-speific
words in nonfiction, mostly defined
in text, ilustrations, or glossary

* New vocabulary in fiction texts
largely unexplained

» Some words used figuratively
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« Sorne words with connolative
meanings thal are essential to
understanding the text

+ Some lorger descriptive words
(adjectives and adverbs)

« Words that represent abstract ideas

WORDS

 GUIDED READING NEELL

Dogs at Work

by Misha Kees

Who is your best friend? A best

friend can be a classmate, a

neighbor, or even a relative. But for

some people, their best friend

walks on four legs, is covered with

fur, and takes them anywhere they

need to go. It's a dog! But it's not

just any dog—their best friend is a

guide dog.

This dog gnides
its owner through
& grovery store.

* Many words with three or more
syltables

= Words with suffixes and prefixes

= Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

* Multisyllable words that are
chaflenging to take apart or decode

* Some multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decade

* Many pluraks, contractions, and
compound words

* Some words divided (hyphenated)
across lines

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

« A variely of complex graphics, often
more than ane on a page

= Some long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphics

Fiction

* Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

= Black and white illustrations in most
texts

» Some highly complex and artistic
iltustrations that communicate
meaning to match or extend the
text {mood, symbolism)

» Much of setting, action, and
characters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Nonfiction

+ Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Variety of graphics (diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends, illustrations with [abels,
charts)

« Graphics that are clearly explaified
in most texts

« Yariety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-outs)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

+ Ample space between lines

» Print and font size varying with
sarne longer texts in srmall fonts

» Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate erphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

+ Sentences continuing over several
lines or to the next page

» Print and illustrations integrated in
many texts

+ Captions under pictures that
provide important information

» Variety in layout, reflecting different
genres

+ Usually fiendly layout in chapter
books, with sentences starting on
the laft

+ Variety in layout of nonficion
formats (guestion and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs)

* Information shown in a variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation
+ Full range of punctuation, including
dashes and ellipses

Tools

« A variety of readers’ tools: table of
contents, captions, glossary,
punctuation guide, titles, labels,
headings, subheadings, sidebars,
legends, author's notes

Guided Reading 305
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WORDS

GUIDED READING EEEEY

by Stephanle Herbek

M. Lee’s commanding voice brought

the classromn to attention. “Listen up!

1 need someone to care for Scooter this

weekend, Any volunteers?”

Al around the classroom, students
who hoped to be picked to bring heme
the adorable, fugzy bamster shot their
hands up high. Instead, Mate puc his
chin in his hand and sighed. Abthough
Nate loved animals, he was allergic to
everything furry, fluffy, or feathery.

« fany words with three or more
syllables

« Words with suffices and prefixes

« Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

« Multislable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

« Some multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

= Many plurals, contractions, and
compound words

« Words divided {(hyphenated) acrass
lines and across pages

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

« Avariety of compex graphics, often
mote than one on a page

« Spme long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphics

Fiction

» Most texts with no of only minimal
illustrations

+ Much of setting, action, and
characters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

= In illustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic iliustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text (mood, symbolism}

« Most itlustrations are black and
white

Nonfiction

+ Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» in most texts, graphics that are
clearly explained (simple diagrams,
illustrations with labels, maps,
charts}

+ Variety in the Jayout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-ouits)

« Variety of graphics (diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends, charts, photographs with
legends)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Ample space between lings

« Varying print and font size with
some longer texts in small fonts

+ Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

+ Sentences continuing over several
lines or to the next page

« Print and illustrations integrated in
maiy texts

« Captions under pictures that
provide important information

» Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with sentences starting on
the left

= Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boses, fegends, call-
ots}

+ Information shown in & variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation
+ Full range of punctuation, including
dashes and ellipses

Tools

« A variety of reader's toals: table of
cantents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,
author's notes, simple index,
captions

« Avariety of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, fables,
graphs

Guided Reading 309
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GUIDED READING

Level O )

Readers at Level 0:

At level O, readers can identify the characteristics of a fuil range of genres. They read both chap-
ter books and shorter fiction and informational texts. Also, they read special forms such as mys-
teries, series books, books with sequels, and short stories. Fiction narratives are straightforward
- but have elaborate plots and multiple characters who develop and change over time. They may
also encounter hybrid texts that combine more than one genre in a coherent whole, Some
_ nonfiction texts provide information in categories on several related topics, and readers can
2 - identify and use underlying structures (description, compare and contrast, temporal sequence,
i problem and solution, cause and effect). They can process sentences that are complex, contain
prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, and lists of nouns, verhs, or adjectives. They solve
new vocabulary words, some defined in the text and others unexplained., Word solving is
smooth and automatic in both silent and oral reading. They can read and understand descrip-
tive words, some complex content-specific words, and some technical words. Length is no longer
a critical factor as texts vary widely. They read silently with little overt problem-solving; in oral

reading, they demonstrate 2ll aspects of smooth, fluent processing.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre
+ Informational texts

* Simple fantasy

* Realistic fiction

» Traditional literature (folktales,
fables, legends, tall talas)

+ Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

* Simple mysteries

* Hybrid texts

Forms

» Picture books

» Plays

+ Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

+ Series books

» Graphic téxts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

+ Marrative structure including
chapters with muitiple episodes
related to a single plot

» Plots with detailed episodes

* Moral lessons close to the end of a
story

» Some texts with parallel plots

* Some texis with circular plots

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multipte topics that
represent subtapic of a larger topic
or theme

+ Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts organized into a few simple
categories

= Variety in organization and topic

« Yariety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs}

CONTENT

* Prior knowledge needed to
understand content in many
informational texts

* Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

« Content supported or extendad by
tustrations in mast informational
texts

+ Content requiring the reader to take
on perspectives fram diverse
cultures and bring cuftural
knowledge to understanding

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humorous stories
* Some texts with deeper meaning—
still familiar to most readers
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» Some abstract themes requiring
inferential thinking to derive -

« Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and sodal issues

« Some more chalfenging themes
(e.g., war, the environment)

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

= Multiple characters o understand

+ Charaders revealed by what they
say, think, and do and what others
say or think about them

« Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

* Factors related to character change
explicit and obvious

+ Desariptive and figurative language
that are important to understanding
the plot - '

= Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

+ Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

* Cormplex plots with nurneraus
episades and time passing

» Plots with numerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

= Building suspense through events
of the plot

« Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

« Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through chavacters'
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Many longer {mare than fifteer
words), more complex sentences
(prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, vebs, or
adjectives)

* Variety in sentence length, with
some long and complex sentences

* Questions in dialogue (ficion) and
questions and answers (nonfiction)

» Sentences with parenthetical
material

= Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

VOCABULARY

* iany complex content-specific
words in nonfiction, mostly defined
in text, illustrations, or glossary

* New vocabulary in fiction texts
iargely unexplained

= Some words used figuratively

= Some words with connotative
meanings that are essential to
understanding the text

* Words that stand for abstract ideas
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Level P

GUIDED READING

Readers at Level P:

At level B, readers can identify the characteristics of a full range of genres, including biographies
on less well-known subjects and hybrid texts that blend more than one genre in a coherent whole.
They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also, they read special forms such
as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, or short stories. Riction narratives are straight-
forward but have elaborate plots and multiple characters who develop and change over time.
Readers are able to undezstand abstract and mature themes and take on diverse perspectives and
issues related to race, language, culture. Some nonfiction texts provide information in categories
on several related topics, many of which are well beyond readers’ typical experience. Readers can
identify and use underlying structures (description, compare and contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and effect). They can process sentences that are complex and con-
tain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives. They solve

new vocabulary words, some defined in
and automatic in both silent and oral reading,
some complex content-specific words, and some tec
they demonstrate all aspects of smooth, fluent processing

the text and others unexplained, Word solving is smooth
They can read and understand descriptive words,
hnical words, They read silently; in oral reading,
with little overt problem solving.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

+ Informational texts

+ Simple fantasy

+ Realistic fiction _

« Traditional literature {folktales,
fables, legends, tall tales}

« Biography, many on well-known
subjects

» Simple mysteries

+ Hybrid texts

Forms

« Picture books

» Plays

+ Beginning chapter books with
iHustrations

+ Series books

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

+ Narrative structure incuding
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

» Plots with detailed episodes-

+ Moral lasson dose to end of a story

» Texts with paratlel plots

» Texts with dircular plots

Nonfiction

« Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

« Underlying structures {description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

+ Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

« Variety in organization and topic

« Variety in ponfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

+ Ideas and themes requiring taking a
perspective not familiar to the
reades

« Afew texts with abstract themes
tequiring inferential thinking to
derive

» Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

« Some more challenging themes
{e.g. war, the environment)

« Many ideas and themes requiting
understanding of cultural diversity

» Spegilic descriptions of settings that
provide impartant information for
understanding the plot

+ Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

» Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

» Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

« Suspense built through events of
the plo

+ Some more complex fantasy
elements

LANGUAGE AND SENTENCE
CONTENT LITERARY FEATURES COMPLEXITY
» Topics that go well beyond readers’ Multiple characters to understand + Longer (some with more than
personal experiences and content « Characters revealed by what they fifteen words) complex senteace
knowledge say, think, and do and what others structures
- Most of content carried by the print say or think about them « Questions in dialogue (fiction) and

rather than piciures

» Content supported or extended by
ilustrations in most infosmational
texts

« Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (face,
language, cufture)

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Some texts with deeper meaning—
still fanilir to most readers

%312 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

» Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

« Texts with mukiple points of view
revealed through charactess’
behaviors

« Descriptive language providing
details important to understanding
the plot

« Extensive use of figurative language
that is important to understanding
the plot

questions and answers (nonfiction)

« Sentences with parenthetical
material

- Sentences with nouns, verbs, of
adjectives in series, divided by
commeas

« Manty complex content-specific
words in nonfiction, mastly defined
in text, illustrations, or glossaty

& 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnel and liene €. Fountas from The Canlinuum of Lileracy Learning, Grades FreR-&

Porismouth, ¥H: Heinemann.
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Animal Instincts
by D, M. Longo

introduction

When you were 2 baby, you learned
how to walk. Later, you learned to
read and do many other things.
But some things you didn’t need to
learn. When you were an infant, for
example, no one had to teach you
how to cry when you were hungry.
You ware bom knowing how to de
that. A baby's cry is one example of
an instinct—a behavior that is built-
in, not learned. Different antmals are
born with different instincts.

Dogs and Cats
Dogs and cats have many instinctusl
behaviors. Some of their actions might

ILLUSTRATIONS

* Many new vocabulary words that
depend on readers’ tools (such as
glossaries)

» Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context

» Some words with connolative
meanings that are essential to
understanding the text

* Some words used figuratively
(metaphor, simile, idiom)

+ Words with multiple meanings

» Words that stand for abstract ideas

WORDS

» Words with suffixes and prefices

+ Some words with simple prefixes

» Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

» Multisyllable proper nouns that are
difficult to decode

« Many complex multisyllable words
that are challenging to take apart

"+ Many plurals, contractions, and

compound words

General
» Avariety of compex graphics, often
more than one on a page

Fiction

* Mast texts with no or only minimal
fustrations

= [n iliustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic llustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text (mood, symbolism)

» Most illustrations are black and
white

Nonfiction

+ Full range of graphics providing
information Yhat matches and
extends the text

* Some texts with graphics that are
complex and not fully explained

» Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
callouts)

» Variety of graphics {diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends)

« Some texts with graphics that have
scales or legends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout ,

» Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, leve|
of importance, or signal other
meaning

= Variety in print and background
color

« Large variation among print styles
and font size {related to genred

» Sentences continuing over severat
lines or to the next page

« Captions under pidures that
provide important information

+ Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

* Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
ouls)

« More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fictior;
texts, with denser format

« Much of setting, action, and
characters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Punctuation
« Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentencés

Tools

» Full range of reader's tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,
author's notes, index, call-outs,
references

* Full range of graphics; photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
cali-outs, graphs

Guided Reading 313
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Readers at Level Q:

At level Q, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects and hybrid texts that blend more than one genre in a coherent .

" whole. They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also, they read special
forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, and short stories. Fiction narratives
are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many complex characters who develop and
change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives different from their own as well as
settings and people far distant in time and space. They can process sentences that are complex,
contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they
solve new vocabulary words, some defined in the text and others unexplained. Most reading is
silent, but fluency and phrasing in oral reading are well established. Readers are challenged by
many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and technical words that require using
embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as plossaries. They can
take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving skills, They read and under-
stand texts in a variety of layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics end consistently search
for information in illustrations and increasingly complex graphics.

GENRE/FORMS « Texts with parallef plots « Content requiring the readertoloke  * Extensive use of figurative language ;
Genre » Texts with circular plots on diverse perspectives (race, that is important to understanding o
. language, culture) the plat :
" Informational texts Nonfiction ' : « Specific descriptions of setings that
« More complex fanta: * Presentation of multiple topics that o ; :
» Science ﬁczm ¥ represent subtopic ufp a Iatger topic THEMES AND IDEAS pr{.&wde m&portant informeation for
* Realistic fiction or theme » Complex ideas on many different . ggu;rmgisgﬁttil::et!:ﬁo; and spac
« Traditional lterature (allforms) » Underlying strudures (description,  1OPICS requiring real or vicarious o sacents ypical experence
Bi i comparison and contrast, temperal experiences (through reading) dents’ typical experiences
» Biography, memoir, and pe 1po ; * Wide variety in showing dialogue,
autobiography sequence, problem and solution, = Afew texts with abstract themes both assigned and unassigned '
« Histarical fct cause and effedt) requiring inferential thinking to 3
istontcal fiction T . . . derive + Complex plots with numerous
» Mysteries * Texts with miiple topics and : ’ episodes and time passin
+ Hybrid categories within them + Texts with deeper meanings P  [Me passing
Hy rid texts B Va[ieh,r iﬂ Urganj.zaﬁon aﬂd tUpiC apphcab]e to |mmrta'nt human * SuSpEﬂSE bUI|t through the events
Forms « Variety in nonfiction formats problems and sotial issues ofthe plot
+ Picture books {question and answer, paragraphs,  * Some more challenging themes * Some more complex fantasy
« Plays boves, legends, and callouts) (e, war,the environmen) cements
+ Chapter books » Many ideas and themes requiing ~ * TeXts with multiple points of view
» Chapter books with sequels CONTENT understanding of cultusal diversity Le“healffd through characters’
chaviors
» Series books Tobi '
) « Topics that go well beyond readers’
+ Short stories personal experiences and content LANGUAGE AND SENTENCE
] Djaﬁes and |ggs kﬂOW]Edge . L‘TERAW FEATURES COM PLExlTY
« Graphic texts « Fiction—settings requiring « Explicit and obvious reasons for
knowledge of conteat (history, character change * Longer and inore complex senfence
TEXT STRUCTURE geography, etc) * Memorablecharaters, with both St (Some Wil more than
+ Most of confent carried by the print ~ 800d and bad traits, who change ieen words)
Fiction rather than pictures and develop over time * Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
+ Narrative structure including - Content supported or extended by * Multiple characters revealed by questions and answers {nonfiction)
chapters with multple episodes illustrations in most inforrnational what they say, think, and do and * Sentences with parenthetical
related to  single plot texts what others say o think about thers ~ material
= Plots with detailed episodes + Dascriptive language providing
= Moral lessons dose to the end of a details important to understanding
story the plot
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Level @

e e i

Surviving the Cold

How do polar bears survive all that cold?
Polar bears are very well adapted to life in
the frozen Arctic, A polar bear’s entire body,

A A

s

i v

R

,:1:: even the bottoms of its feet, is covered in
B fur. The fur protects it from the cold, The
& top layer of fur is called guacd hair. Guard
, hair stcks rogether when it’s wet. The wet
) ;' hair is a barsier thut protects polar bears
é& from the cold water. W

Frime oo oaaine -

Below the guard hairs is & downy
underceat of fur thar gives polar bears
another layer of wannth, Undemeath their
fur, polar bears have biack skin, The black

Amazing fact: Beneath its fur, o polee bear haa black
wkin, The dark calor sbsorbs the

t of the sun. 3

+ Sentences with nouns, verbs, or + Words with a wide variety of very Neonfiction » Print and ilusirations integrated in
adjectives in series, divided by complex speffing patterns = Full range of graphics providing most texts, with print wrapping
commas * Many muttisyilable proper nouns information that matches and around pictures

that are difficult to decode extends the text * Variety in layout of nonfiction

VOCABULARY = Many technical words that are + Some texts with graphics that are formats {question and answer,

difficult to decode complex and not fully explained paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-

* Many complex cantent-specific

in nonfict » Words that are seldom used in oral  * Variety of graphics (diagrams, outs)
mgi'{fﬂ;gt'ﬁf;"u? gff!sf,iﬂ"ed language and are difficult to decode  labels, cutaways, maps, scales with  » More difficult layout in
» Many new vocabulery words that ~ * Many plusals, contractions, and legends) ) informational text
depend on readers’ tools (such as compound words * Some texts with graphics that have = Some fiction texts, with denser
glossaries) scales or legends that require format
 Many new vocabulary words for ILLUSTRATIONS understanding and interpretation . quormation shﬁwn.i" a va{iety (.)f
readers to derive meaning from picture and print combinations in
contet General BOOK AND PRINT graphic texts
* Many words used figuratively (use ' fﬂ:f;'?%ﬁfocﬁe"f:: ﬁr:é’;“' often FEﬂTURES Punctuation
of common idioms, metaphor, Print and Layout + Full range of punctuation as needed
sirmile) Flction « Varied space between fines, with for complex sentences
» Words with connotative meanings  + Mosttexts with no or only minimal  gome vewts having dense print
essential to Und&'standing the text illustrations + Use of words in itaﬁcs, |J0|d, or al ;roFl?’Ilfan of reader’s tools: table of
» Words with multiple meanings * In illustrated texts, highly complex capitals to indicate emphasis, level Cﬂnterltzeglossary, pundua'tinn

* Words that stand for abstract ideas
* Words connotations signaled by

* Many words with affixes (prefises
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decade)

and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or

graphic texts

of importance, of signal other
meaning

several lines or to the next page
» Captions under pictures that
provide important information

guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,

pictures in graphic texts i ;:Idel?d tf;e v:iin (rlTood, Isyrnl?ohsm) - Variety in print and background captions, author's notes, indes, call
; ack and white lustyations Inmost gy outs, references, hyperlinks
WORDS r\:!dlot? ;:’d:ﬂ_ dion and » Large variation among printstyles  + Full range of graphics: photos, _
* Many words with three or more chl:r:a cterz rlsv% d?a d“i)nn' ?cr;ur esin and font size {related to genre) drawings, maps, cutaways, tables, ,
" ayllables P P * Some sentences continuing over graphs, timelines
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Readers at Level R:

At level R, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects, more complex fantasy, and hybrid texts that blend more than
one genre in a coherent whole. They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts.
Also, they read special forms such as miysteries, series books, books with sequels, short stories,
diaries, and logs. Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many com-
plex characters who develop and change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives dif-
ferent from their own as well as settings and people far distant in time and space. They can pro-
cess sentences (some with more than fifteen words) that ate complex, contain prepositional
phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they solve new vocabulary
words, some defined in the text and others unexplained. Most reading is silent, but fluency and
pbrasing in oral reading are well established. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive
words and by content specific and technical words that require using embedded definitions,
background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable
words and use a full range of word-solving skills, They read and understand texts in a variety of
layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and consistently search for information in illus-

trations and increasingly complex graphics.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

* More complex fantasy

* Science fiction

» Realistic fiction

+ Traditional iiterature (all forms)

* Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

* Historical fiction

* Mysteries

» Hybrid texts

Forms

» Picture books

* Plays

» Chapter books

+ Chapier books with sequels

» Serigs books

» Short stories

» Diaries and logs

* Craphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

= Nairative structure induding
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

* Plots with detailed episades

= Moral fessons close to the end of a
story

+ Texts with parallel plots

* Texts with circular plots

* Some coliections of short stories
that have interrelated themnes or
build & single plot across the book

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a [arger topic
or theme

» Underlying structures (desaription,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

* Variety in organization and topic

= Variely in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and callouts)

CONTENT

* Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

» Fiction—settings requiring
knowledge of content history,
geography, etc.)

320 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades Prek-8: A Guide 1o Teaching

* Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

* Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

* Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Complex ideas on many different
topics requiring real or vicarious
experiences (through reading)

« A few texts with abstract themes
requiring inferential thinking to
derive

» Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social isues

« Some more chailenging themes
(&g, war, the environment)

» Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Memarable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

» Multiple charadters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

* Figurative language that is
important to understanding the plot

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that is important to
understanding setting and
characters

= Specific desariptions of settings that
pravide imporiant information for
understanding the plot

= Settings distant in time and space
from students' experiences

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

» Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

* Building suspense through events
of the plot

* Some more complex ntasy
glements

+ Texts with multiple points of view
tevealed through characters’
behaviors

€ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Finnel and kene €. Fountas from The Confinuum of titeraty Learming, Grodes Prek~8 Portsmoulh, NH: Helnemana.
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Titl belted upright in bed, feeling
dazed.

Jilt nodded slowly, “T'm oley,”
she said in an unconvincing voice.
“What time is it2"

“Time to get ready to deliver your
speech for class president,” her mother
sald, smiling.

As the memory of her dream came
flooding back, Jill felc a fresh wave of
panic. "Mom, 1 don’t know if T can do
ft. The thought of standing in front of
all those pecple malkes me feel sick!”

Tilt's mother sat down next to her
and smiled. “You know, Jill, sometimes
I have to give speeches at big meetings.”
Jill's mother was a heart surgecn, an
expert in her Reld. “T used to feel as
frightened as you are now.”

Till asked, “How did you get over
your fesrs? W

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

+ Many longer (some with more than
fifteen words) complex sentence
structures

= Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers (nonfiction}

+ Sentences with parenthetical
ratesial

» Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
COMmas

VOCABULARY

= Many complex content-specific
words in nanfiction, mostly defined
in text, Alustrations, ar glossary

» Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries of
dictionaries

» Words with connotative meanings
essential to understanding the text

« Many words used figuratively
(medaphor, simile, idiom)

WORDS
+ Many words with three or more
syllables

« Many words with affixes (prefives
and suffixes that are difficult to

- decode)

» Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patiemns

» Many multisyliable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

+ Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

» Some words that are seldom used
in oral language and are difficult to
decode

» Many piurals, contractions, and
compound words

« Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texis

ILLUSTRATIONS

General
« A variety of cempex graphics, often
more than one on a page

Fiction

» Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

» | fllustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the test (mood, symbolism)

« Black and white ilustrations in
fiction texts

« Much of setting, action, and
characters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Nonfiction

+ Some texts with graphics that are
cornplex and not fully explained

« Full range of graphics (diagrams,
[abels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends) providing information that
extends the text

« Some texts with graphics that have
scales or legends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

» Varied space between lines, with
some kexts having dense print

+ Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
fneaning

« Variety in print and background
color

+ Large variation among print styles
and font size {related to genre)

« Some sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

« Captions under pictures that
provide important information

« Print and illustrations integrated in
fost texts, with print wrapping
around piciures

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs)

= Moare difficult layout in
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

« |nformation shown in a variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation
» Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

Taols

+ Full range of reader's tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
captions, subheadings, sidebars,
legends, author’s notes, index, call-
outs, references, hyperlinks

» Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, iables,
graphs, timelines

Guided Reading 321
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Readers at Level s:

At level S, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects, more complex fantasy, and hybrid texts that blend more than
one genre in a coherent whole, They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also,
they read special forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, short stories, diaries, and
logs. Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many complex characters
who develop and change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives different from their
own as well as settings and people far distant in time and space. They can process sentences {(some
with more than fifteen words) that are complex, contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses,
lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they solve new vocabulary words, some defined in the text
and others unexplained. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading are well estab-
lished. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and techni-
cal words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such
as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving skills.
They read and understand texts in a variety of layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and
consistently search for information in illustrations and increasingly complex graphics.

Selecting Texts: Characteristics of Texts at This Level

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

+ Informational texts

» More complex fanfasy

+ Realistic fiction

+ Traditional fiterature all forms)

+ Biography, memeir, and
autobiography

= Historical fiction

* Mystenies

» Hybrid texts

Forms

* Picture books

* Plays

+ Chapter books

= Chapter books with sequels

* Series hooks

+ Short stories

» Diaries and logs

= Graphic texts

« Moral lessons dose to the end of a
story

* Texts with parallel plots

» Texts with circular plofs

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

= Narative structure inchuding
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plat

+ Plots with detailed episodes

* Plots with subplots

* Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

» Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

Nonfiction

» Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

* Underlying structures (description,
comparison and conirast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts with muttiple topics and
categories within them

+ Variety in organization and topic

* Yariety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
baxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Topics that go well beyand readers’
péarsonal experiences and content
knowledge

» Fiction—settings requiring
knawledge of content (history,
geography, etc)

+ Most of cantent carried by the print
rather than pictures
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« Content supported or extended by
tustrations in most informational
texts

* Content requiring the reader Lo take
on diverse perspeclives {race,
language, culture)

+ Content particularly appealing to
preadalescents

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Complex ideas on many different
topics requiring real or vicarious
experiences (through reading)

+ Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

+ Some more challenging themes
{e.g., war, the environment)

+ Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

LANGUAGE AND

LITERARY _I_:_!_EATURES -

= Memorable characters, with bath
good and bad trits, who change
and develop over lime

+ Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that is important to

€ 2011, 2008 by Cay Su Pinnell and rene C Fountgs from Phe Continuum of Literacy Legrung Crades Prek-8 Portsmouth, NH Hememana

understanding setting and
characters

= Spedific descrptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

+ Seftings distant in time and spare
from students” experiences

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

* Building suspense through events
of the plot

* Some more complex fantasy
elements

» Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters'
behavinrs

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

» Longer {some with mare than
fiteen words) complex sentence
structures

+ Questions in diakogue (ficlion) and
questions and answers (nonfiction)

« Sentences with parenthetical
material

= Sentences with nauns, verbs, o
adjectives in series, divided by
commas
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VOCABULARY

Level §

Everyone has heard of that old joke
ahiout how everything goes wrong for some
guy. First he oversleeps; then, hustling out
the door, he stubs his toe badly. He hobbles
<0 s car anly to realize that his ear keys
are still lying inside the house somewhere.
So he stands there, locked out, with his toe
throbbing mercilessly, knowing he'll be late
for that important job interview. Sull, he
tries to be philosophical.

“T¢ could be worse,” he says, "At lenst it
not raining."

So here’s the punch line: it starts to pour.

1 know how that guy felt. Tt was cold when 3
T woke up. I rurned over and banged my knee
on the side of the battered van that was now
Home Sweet Home to Dad and me. Rain
clattered on the metal roof overhend.

Dad hopped inte the back, handed me
two warm hard-boiled eggs, and shed his

« Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
‘context or use ghossaries o
dictionaries

« Words with connotative meanings
esseritial to understanding the text

« Marny words used figuratively {Use
of common idioms, metaphor,
simile}

« Many highly technical words, mostly
defined in text, illustrations, or
glossary

+ Words with multipie meanings

« Words that stand for abstract ideas

WORDS

+ Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable praper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

» Words with a wide variety of very
carplex spelling pattesns

« Many multisyllable words, induding
proper nouns that are difficult to
decode

» Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

wet jacket.

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

« Many cornplex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

= Word connotations sigraled by
picture and print combination in
graphic texds

ILLUSTRATIONS

General
« Avariety of compex graphics, often
more than ore en a page

Fiction

« Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

+ In illustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text {mood, symbolism}

« Black and white illustrations in most
fiction fexts

+ Graphic texts that require inference
from pictures to understand setting,
characters, and plot

Nonfiction

« Full range of graphics providing
information that extends the text

+ Spme texts with graphics that are
complex and not fully explained

« Some texts with graphics that have
scales or legends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of words in italics, bold, or al
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
Meaning

« Variety in print and background
color

« Large variation among print styles
and font size (related to genre)

- Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

+ Captions under pictures that
provide important informeation

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

« Variely in fayout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boves, legends, call-
outs)

« More difficult layout of
informational text, and sorne fiction
texts, with denser format

» A variety of picture and print
combinations in graphic texts

Punctuation

» Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

« QOccasional use of less common
punctuation {colon, semicolon)

Tools

« Full range of reader's tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, kabels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,
author's notes, index, call-outs,
references

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, tulaways, tables,
graphs, timelines
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GUIDED READING JEYER)

Readers at Level T:

At level T, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer with many lines of
print on each page, requiring readers to remember information and connect ideas over a long
period of time (as much as a week or two). They use genre features to support comprehension,
Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge and an increased use of symbolism.
Readers understand perspectives different from their own, and understand settings and people
far distance in time or space. Most reading is silent; fluency and phraging in oral reading is well
established, Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific
and technical words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and read-
ers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of
word-solving strategies. They search for and use information in an integrated way, using com-
plex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowledpge.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

» Informational texts

* Fantasy

+ Science fiction

+ Realistic fiction

* Traditional literature, including
myths and legends

+ Biography, memaoir, and
autobiography

* Historical fiction

* Mysterfes

* Hybrid texts

Forms

+ Picture books

. P[ays

* Chapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
+ Series books

« Short stories

+ Diaries and logs

+ Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

+ Narsative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

* Plots with detailed episodes

* Plots with subplots

* Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

» Some collections of short stores
that have interrelated themes or

build a single plot acioss the book

» Texts with a variety of plot structures

(paraflel, circutar)

Nonfiction

+ Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

+ Underlying struetures (description,
comparison and contrast, temparal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effedt)

» Teuts with multiple topics and
categories and subcategories within
them

« Variely in organization and tapic

» Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

+ Fiction—settings requiring
knowledge of content (history,
geography, etc.)

* Most of content carried by the print
father than pictures

» Content supported or extended by
iliustrations in most informational
texls

* Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspedtives (race,
language, cultura)

= Content particularly appealing to
preadolescents
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THEMES AND IDEAS

= Themes focusing on the prablems
of preadolescents

* Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

* Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

* Some thernes presenting mature
issues and the problems of society
{e.g., radsm)

+ Many texts focusing on human
problems {war, hardship, or
ECONOMIc issues)

» Themes that evoke alternative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

« Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or-think about them

* Long strefches of descriptive
language that is important to
understanding setting and
characters

+ Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

+ Seftings distant in time and space
from students” experiences

» Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

+ Building'suspense through evenis
of the plot

+ Many camplex narratives that are
highly literary

* Some more cornplex fantasy
elements, some showing conflict
between good and evil

* Some obvious symbalism

* Texts with muttiple points of view
revealed through characters'
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Longer (some with more than
twenty words) complex sentence
strurctlires

+ Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Many complex sentences indluding
dislogue and many embedded
phiases and dauses

= Sentences with nowns, verbs, or
adjedtives in series, divided by
€ommas

* Wide range of dedarative,
imperative, or intemogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

= Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

» Words with connotative meanings
essential to understanding the text

€ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Finnell and Irene €. Fountas from The Confiruum of Literacy Lesriing, Grades PreK=8 Forismowth, NH: Heinernann,




GUIDED READING

» Many words used figuratively
{metaphor, simile, idiom)

+ Many highly technical words, mastly
defined in text, illustrations, or
glossary

* Words used in regionat ar historical
dialects

+ Some words from languages other
than English

» Word connotations signaled by
piclure and print combinations

WORDS

tevel T

Types of Howls

Ressons For Howls
Its comman for walves 1 howl before setting
out ts huat for food. The purpase of this how!
may be 10 excite pack members and help chem
hond. Itk as if they are a tesin preparing ro
compete. Bur ance the hunt starts, the wolves

There are several ypes of wolf hawls, each
with its own particotar porpose. The most
conmon howl is a lowd, deep call that can be
beard up ta ten miles away, depending on the
wenther. The purpose of this type of howl is t
unite the paek. The wolves within a pack are
usnally related, and the average-sized pack is

eight w fifteen
wilves, Sounetines,
while hunting,

one ot mare nack
members may
become separated
from the rest of the
group. A chorus of
wolves may howt

ts help the lost
walves get back w
the family. ]

* Many words with a large number of
syllables

« Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode}

+ Wards with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

* Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

* Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

* Many complex plurals, conteadtions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General
« A variety of compex graphics, often
mare than one on & page

Fiction

* Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

+ In fliustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text (moad, symbolism)

» Black and white illustrations in some
fiction texts

Monfiction

+ Full range of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

= Some texts with graphics that are
complex and not fully explained

+ Some texts with graphics that have
scales or fegends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

» Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of words in italics, bald, or all
capitals to indicate emnphasis, level
of importance, of signal other
meaning

« Viariety in print and background
color

- Large variation among print styles
and font size {related to genre)

» Many sentences continuing over
saveral lines or to the next page

» Captions under pictures that
provide important information

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

= Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
ouls)

+ More difficult Jayout in
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

» Infarmation shown in a variety of
piciure and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation

» Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

« Qcasional use of less common
punctuation {colon, semicolon)

Tools

» Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, sidebars,
headings and subbeadings, call-
outs, captions, pronunciation
guides, index, references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
giaphs, timelines

TAan
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Readers at Level u:

At level U, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading. They automatically ad-
' just the different genres and use genre characteristics to support comprehension, Complex fan-
tasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge and an increased use of symbolism. Readers un-
derstand perspectives different from their own, and understand settings and peaple far distance
in time or space. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established.
Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and technical
words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such
as glossaries, They can take apart long multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving
strategies. They search for and use information in an integrated way, using complex graphics
and texts that present conient requiring background knowledge.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

= Informational texts

« Fantasy

» Science fiction

« Realistic fiction

» Traditienal literature, including
myths and legends

» Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

= Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ own
cultural histories

= Mysteries

+ Hybrid texts

Forms

+ Picture books

* Plays

» Chapter books

+ Chapter books with sequels
« Series books

» Short stories

» Diaries and logs

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narative structure incduding
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single piot

« Plots with detaled episades

* Piots with subplats

* Same complex plots with multiple
story lines

» Some callections of short stories
that have interrefated themes or
build a single plot across the book

» Texts with a variety of structures
(parallef, circular)

Nonfiction

= Presentation of multiple topics that
tepresent subcategories of & larger
topic or theme

» Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
(desciption, comparison and
contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

+ Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

* Variely in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ Many themes presenting mature
isstes and the problems of sodety
{e.g., racism, war)

» Many texts facusing on human
prablems (war, hardship, or
ECoNOMIC issties)

+ Themes that evoke altermnative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

» Fiction—settings requiring
knowdedge of content (history,
geography, efc)

» Mast of content carried by the print
rather than picturas

» Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

« Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
{anguage, culture)

» Content particularly appealing to
preadolescents

THEMES AND IDEAS

» Themes focusing on the problems
of preadalescents

» Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity
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» Muttiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think abaut them

» Testts requiring inference to
understand characters and why they
change

* Multidimensional characters that
develop over time

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

v Specific descriptions of settings that
pravide important information for
understanding the plot and
character development .

+ Sefiings distant in time and space
fram students’ experiences

+ Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

» Many complex narratives that are
highly literary

+ Fantasy and science fiction showing
struggle of good and evit

« Sorne obvious symbolism

+ Some literary devices (for example,
stories within stories, symbelism,
and figurative language)

» Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

« Longer {some with more than
twenty words) complex sentence
structures

» Sentences with parenthetical
material

+ Many complex sentences including
dialague and many embedded
phrases and dauses

= Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjedives in a series, divided by
commas

* Wide range of declarative,
imperative, or interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

* Many new vacabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

» Words with connotative meanings
essential to understanding the text

+ Many words used figuratively
{comman idioms, metapher, simile)

= Many highly technical words that
require background knowledge and
are not defined in the text

+ Words usad in regional er historical
dialects

* Some words from languages other
than English

* Words with multiple meanings

€ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Finnell and Irene C. Fountas lrom fhe Contivuum of Literacy tearning, Grodes Fref-8 Portsmouth, #H: Heinemana,
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GUIDED READING

* Words that represent abstract
Concepts

+ Word connotations signaled by
picture and piint combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

Level U

Scientsts describe the seismograph’ megsurements
with numbers. Since the 19305, they have used
a system calted the Richeer [RI-ter| scale. If an
earchquake measures below 3.0 on the Richter, pecple
wsually can't feel it. Earthquakes uver 5.0 on the seale

entof 2.0 is

can cause d

ige, while &

¢ of o mojer earthy

A pon attached to a seismograph dravs sn image that
shoves the magnitude of an earthquake.

What Causes Earthquakes?

How nnd why do ell these earchquakes ooeur?
Earth bhas nany different lapers, Its vucerivosr layer is
called the erust and is made up af huge sections called
wectonic plates. Below the cmsr is anather Jayer, ealled
the mantde, which & made up of softer rack. When
tecnhic plates push against each other, a huge amount
of force or pressove hoildsup. @

Eventually, de force couses ehe plates w shift an
top of the mantle in ditferent ways: they can push
toward each ether, pull awty [rom each ether, or
sinply slide past each other. These mavements pre

ILLUSTRATIONS

+ Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, muitisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

* Words with & wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

« Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

* Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

+ Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

* Long, multisyilable words requiring
altention to roots to read and
understand

* Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound waords

Fiction

= Most texts with na illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbelic
dacoration on margins or at chapter
headings

+ Black and white illustrations in some
texts

* Long series of word and pidure
combinations in graphic texts

Nonfiction

» Full range of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

+ Some texts with graphics that are
dense and challenging

* Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

« A wide variely of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

= Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, ievel
of imporiance, or signal other
meaning ’

« Large variation arnang print styles,
font size, and color

« Many texts with very small font

+ Many sentences continuing aver
several lines or to the next page

+ Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

= More difficult layout of
informational text, and sorne fiction
texts, with denser format

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often ocourning across a two-
page spread

+ Wide variety of layouts and picture-
print corbinations in graphic texts

Punctuation

+ Full range of puncluation &s needed
for complex sentences

» Occasional use of less common
punctuation (colon, semicalon)

Tools

* Full range of readers” toods (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, indes,
references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, CUtaways, tables,
graphs, timelines

Guided Reading 333
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GUIDED READING VR

Readers at Level v:

At level V, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading, They automatically ad-
just strategic actions to skillfully use genre. Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added
challenge and an increased use of symbolism. In addition, readers will encounter some abstract
special forms of literature, such as satire, Readers understand perspectives different from their
own, and understand settings and people far distance in time or space. Most reading is silent;
fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established. In addition, readers can be very expres-
sive when they present poetry or readers theater. Readers are challenged by many longer descrip-
tive words and by content-specific and technical words that require using embedded definitions,
background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable
words and use a full range of word-solving strategies. They search for and use information in an
integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background

knowledge.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

+ Fantasy

» Science fiction

» Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature, induding
myths and legends

* Biography, memair, and
autobiography

« Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ culture

* Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

» Satire

Forms

* Picture books

» Plays

» {hapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
= Series hooks

+ Short stories

» Diaries and logs

* Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

» Plots with detailed episodes

* Plots with subplots

* Texts with a variety of structures
(parallel, circular)

« Some gomplex plots with multiple
story lines

= Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a singfe plot across the book

Nonfiction

+ Presentation of muitiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

« Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
{description, comparison and
conlrast, temporat sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

+ Texts with multiple tapics,
catagories, and subcategories

+ Variety in organization and topic

» Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Many texts requiring knowledge of
history

+ Content supported or extended by
iltustrations in mast informational
texts

+ Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culturs)

» Content particularly appealing to
preadolescents and adolescents
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+ Critical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informationaf texts,
historical fiction, and biography

« Heavy content load in many texts,
both ficion and nonfiction,

requiting study
THEMES AND IDEAS

v Themes focusing on the problams
of preadolescents and adolescents

« Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

* Some themes presenting mature
issues and the problems of sodety
(e.g., racism, war)

* Mary texts focusing human
problems (hardship, of racism)

* Themes that evoke alternative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

I M e S R

» Specific descripions of setfings that
provide important information for g
understanding the plot

+ Settings distant in time and space
{rom students’ experiences

+ Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

= Some switching through dialogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

* Many cormplex narratives that are
highly fiterary

+ Full range of literary devices
{flashback, stories within stories,
symbolisen, figurative fanguage)

+ Texts with multiple points of view
ievealed through behavior

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Multiple characters révealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

« Interpretation of characters essential
to understanding the theme

« Multidimensional characters that
develop over tine, requiring
inference to understand how and
why they change

» Long stretches of destriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

* Longer (some with more than
twenty words) complex sentence
structures

« Sentences with parenthetical
matertal

* Many complex sentences including
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and clauses

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
COMMas

* Wide range of dedarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

& 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell snd Irene C. Fauntas from The Cantinuum of ¢ feracy Leoming, Gradies FreK~3. Portsmoulh, NH: Heiremann,
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With no food o ies, Ari cling pa 3 picce of wood
far Fvm days, Wiaen he sporred an shandoned Fishing caft,
Asi mstered what Lirde ameegth he hod ket and dimbed
o, Orice an T raft, he discovernd  fewr bottlen of fresh
wiater: Laker, be wparred cocanuts drifring in ot 1,
winmichait thems ug, and, bevaiee be had ne tooly, cmched theut .
open with bia rarht Blimeutausly, Ani wag ablo 1o sapvive for
rvr mvore el an pothing Sut cocomum and wator Asexh
day passed, Ari began radonbe that he would sucvive.

Ho woubd sec many chips siling atong the hosizon, bt
soute of thut could sze Bim, Fimlly, & ship cunghe sighe of
Ari, raeucd hiin, and delvarcd hirn Tame safely Flavar

VOCABULARY

« Manty new vocabuary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries of
dictionaries

+ Words used figuratively of with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

» Many highty technical words that
require background knowledge and
are not defined in the text

+ Regional of historical dialects

» Some non-English words

= Words with multiple meanings

« Many words that represent abstract
ideas

» Ward connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

* Many words with three of more
syllables

« Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decade)

« Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelfing patierns

+ Many multisylfiable words and
proper nouns that are difficult to
decode

wunamlaf 2004

Wiat Happened

debydramed but lucky 1o bealve. B

Amashe earthquake in the dlsn Ocean cavved the greol

Auils amazing 1y began on Treccsmber 36, 2004, when
an carthguate off the coest of Swmarra in che Indian Oceut

» Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

« Long, multisyllable words requiring
attention to roois to read and
understand

« Many complex plurals, cantractions,
and compound words

+ Archiaic words or words from
kanguages other than English that

~ do not follow conventional

pronunciation patterns

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texts with no illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

+ Black and white illustrations in some
fiction texts

» Action, setting, and characters
carried through picture and print
combinations in graphic texts -

Nonfiction

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

« Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
wikh legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps}

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around piclures

« More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser farmat

» Variety in layout of nenfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often accurring across @ two-
page spread

Punctuation
« Full range of punciuation as needad

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texis having dense print

+ Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasts, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Large variation among print styles,
color, and font size

+ Many texts with very small font

» Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

for complex sentences
» Occasional use of less common
punctuation (colon, semicolon)

Tools

« Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)

« Full range of graphics. photos,
drawings, maps, cUtaways, tables,
graphs, imelines

Guided Reading 337
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GUIDED READING RRISER

Readers at Level W:

At level W, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading. They automatically ad-"
.just strategic actions to skillfully use genre. Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added
challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest” Biographies offer a
range of individuals whé may not be previously known fo readers and may not be admirable.
Readers will encounter mature themes that expand their knowledge of social issues. In addition,
readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature, such as satire, and literary devices,
such as irony. Themes are multidimensional and may be understood on several Ievels. Most
reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established. In addition, students
are able to read aloud with expressiveness after practice (for example, readers theater). Readers
are challenged by heavy load of content-specific and technical words that require using embed-
ded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such ss glossaries. They search for
and use information in an integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content
requiring background knowledge. Many texts require knowledge of historical events and may
contain language that is archaic or from regional dialects or languages other than English.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« [nformaticnal texts

» High fantasy and science fiction

» Realistic fiction

» Traditional [iterature, induding
imyths and legends

» Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

« Historical fiction, many with seftings
different from students’ own
cultural histories

* Mysteries

» Hybrid texts

» Satire

Forms

* Picture boaks

« Plays

« Chapter books

« Chapter books with sequels
= Series books

= Short stories

« Diaries and logs

« Photo essays

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
« Unusua! text organizations (e.g,
flashbacks)

* Plots with detailed episodes

+ Plots with subplots and some
multiple story lines

« Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot acvoss the book

« Texts with & variety of structures
(parallel and cirular)

Nonfiction

» Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subcategories of a larger
topic or theme

« Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
(description, comparison and
contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

» Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Many texts requiring knowledge of
history and current world events

= Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (culture)

« Content particularly appealing to
adolescants

» (iitical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historical fiction, and biography

340 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Grades PieK-8: A Guide o Teaching

+ Heavy content load in many texts,
bath fiction and nonfiction,

requiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

» Many texts with complex themes
focusing on human problems (war,
hardship, racism, sociat class
barriers)

» jany texts presenting mature
sacietal issues, especially those
important to adolescents (family
issues, growing up, sexuslity)

+ Many texts presenting multiple
themes that may be understood in
many [ayers y

+ Wide range of challenging themes
that buiid social awareness and
reveal insights into the human
condition '

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Multipie characters revesled by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

+ Multidimensional characters that
develop over time

« Character interpretation essential to
understand the theme

+ Some texts with heroic or larger-
than-ife characters who represent
the symbolic struggle of good and
evil

« Lang stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
undestanding setting and
characters

= Some texts with archaic language,
incuded for authenticity

» Specific desciptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plat

» Many texts with settings distant in
time and space from students’
experiences

+ Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

+ Some switching through dialogue
from setting to setting, induding
time change (often unsignated)

* Many complex narratives that are
highly literary

» Fantasy incorporating classical
motifs (such as "the quest”)

+ Use of symbolism

» Full range of literary devices (for
example, flashback, stories within
stories, symbolism, and figurative
anguage)
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GUIDED READING .

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

» Langer {some with more than
bwenty words) complex sentence
structures

« Many complex sentences induding
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and dlauses, as well as
parenthetical material

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, of
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

* Wide range of declarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

YOCABULARY

« Many new vacabulary words that
readers musst derive meaning from
context or use glossaries ar
dictionaries

« Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

» Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

» Words used in regional or historical
diafeds

+ Some words from tanguages other
than English

Level W

Seprember 2008

How | Speat
My Summer Vacation
by Kim Carson

for Mx Bukowski's Brplish Clnss
Seprember 2005

1 1 i 3 choiee, 1 wondd have picked going camping
for eur vacarin, but 1ad suggesed wudineeering in Thaitand
with 4 group ot wur ¢l inech un help with dizisier relici.
Aawe dian BIUD peeple died there in the 300 puvami
Conrithin imhiirs Iat theie huries 2l pogsezsions. The
durastation was wnion ginble.

B dlidln't wank ko gos, b T reallp bl ran ander aprian. W2
wire gebnyg i Thailapil, We were cach dlersed naly one naall
herg, 5o | paweel Fghely, OF eowrse Luore: the beart-shapd
It chae’s sheaya scqmiv] iy neck My griat-geandmmthor
ol givans e cho backe, 1e was the only thing she'd been able
v save wlun der Fandily's peianiene in Hraly vas desteoyod Inan
vorvluale, She was jmst a girl o i tiene.

» Some archaic words

» Words with multiple meanings

+ Words used in satirical ways

= Many words that represent abstract
concepts ’

« Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

» Many words with three or more
syfiables

« Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

» Wards with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

» Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

+ Marwy technical words that are
difficult to decode

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

» Long, multisyllable words requiring
attention o word parts

+ Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dialect, or from
kanguages other than English

= Wany complex plurals, contradtions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texts with no ilustrations other
than caver jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

Nonfiction

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

« Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

+ A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in italics, boid, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

« Large variation among print styles,
color, and font size

« Many texts with very smali font

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wiapping
around piciures

» More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

» Yariety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, calk
outs) often occurming across a wo-
page spread

= Some text layouts in columns

» Long series of complex picture and
print combinatiens in graphic texts

Punctuation

» Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

» Oceasional use of less commen
punctuation (colon, semicolon)

Tools

« Full range of readers’ toals {table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs, pronundiation
guides, index, references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs, imelines

Guided Reading 341
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Readers at Level X:

At levels X, Y, and Z, readers are able to process and understand a wide range of texts, including
all genres. Although many texts are long and have complex sentences and paragraphs as well as
“many multisyllable words, they vary greatly because readers are expected to understand and re-
spond to mature themes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty, and war. Complex fantasy, myths, and
legends offer added challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest”
- and to identify moral issues. Biographies offer a range of individuals who may not be previously
known to readers and may not be admirable, requiring critical thinking on the part of readers.
In addition, readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature, such as satire, and literary
language to convey irony, They may even encounter parody, allegory or monologue. Themes and
characters are multidimensional, may be understood on several levels, and are developed in
complex ways. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established.
Readers are challenged by a heavy load of content-specific and technical words that require us-
ing embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. Texts
include archaic language or regional dialect. Readers search for and use information in an inte-
grated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowl-
edge. They have developed knowledge of content, including scientific information and historical
events and apply prior understandings in a critical way when reading fiction and nonfiction

texis.

GENRE/FORMS TEXT STRUCTURE CONTENT » Wide range of challenging themes g
« Many texts reguiring knowledge of that build social awareness and 3
Genre Fiction history or cument wggr[d mﬂg reveal insights into the human %

» [nformational texts
» High fantasy and science fiction

= Unusual text organizations (e.g.,
flashbacks)

» Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,

condition

+ Realistic fiction + Elaborate plots and subplots .
stional li ineludi . ; i language, culture) LANGUAGE AND .
gﬁ;ﬂ"ﬂﬂ ll'g :::é;e' including gt?}?ﬁi?e? ple plots with multiple Content particulaily appealing to LITERARY FEATURES 3
» Biography, memor, and + Some collections of short stories ad_o_ltf:!cehrjiskl o * Multiple characters revealed by ;
autobiography that have interrelated themes or = Critical thinking required 1o judge what they say, think, and do and
AN . . build a si authenticity of informational texts, what others say or think about them
« Historicab fiction, many with settings uild a single plot across the book hictorical fict dbi N - CITETS - ;
differant fram students’ own . istorical Tection, and biography » Multidimensional characters that
- Nonfiction » Heavy content load in many texts, develop over time 3
cultural histories . : eavy & my P
- Mysteries » Muttiple topics that represent bath fiction and nonfiction, « Charadter interpretation necassary ;
« Hybrid texts Subtopic_ of a larger topic or _tht_ame requiring study for comprehending theme
SV'?” > " = Underlying structures (description, « Some texis with heroic or farger-
atire, parady, allegory comparison and contrash, temporal  THEMES AND IDEAS than-life characters representing the
* Monologue sequence, problem and sclutien, . —— stitizle of ood and evil
cause and effect) » Many ideas and themes requiring gale of g al
Forms « Variely of underivine s understanding of cultural diversity ~ * Long stretches of descriptive
+ Picture books oﬂeﬁwo lI;P edrslﬂng ru[ctures » Many texts with complex themes language that are important to
* Plays .T ml: men. ']n comprex ;Uays focusing on human problems (war,  understanding setling and
exts with multiple topics an hardship, sodial class and race characters ;

» Chapter bocks

» Chapter books with sequels
» Series books

+ Short stories

+ Diaries and logs

+ Phote essays

+ Graphic texts

categories within them

« Variety in organization and topic

« Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

344 7he Continuurn of Literacy Learning, Grades Prek-8: A Guide to Teaching

barriers)

» Many texts presenting mature
societal issues, especially those
important to adolescents

= Many texts presenting muttiple
themes that may be understood in
marty fayers

+ Many texts with archaic language to
create authenticity

» Spexific descriptions of settings that
pravide important information for
understanding the plot

» Many texts with seftings distant in
time and space

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Finell and Irene C. Founitas irom The Contimawn of Lieracy tearting, Grades Frek-8 Portsmoulh, MH: Heinemann.
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GUIDED READING

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

+ Some switching from setting to
sefiing, including time change
(often unsignaied)

+ Many literary complex narratives

* Fantasy incorporating classical
motifs (such as "the quest™

* Full range of literary devices
{flashback, symbeolism, figurative
language)

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

Leve!l X

Biltisocs o v-n1al ieasagy b ore crehanzed crery day

For several decades, the Intemet was viewsd as

peeating in and impractical for use by (he
I putslie: then, b I began
integiating ding technologicat develop ke UALS

Wnlform Rasource Locatorsy and hyparas. By 1996, it wan
poisiblu for 1he Internet to display not only words bt alse a
whole range of multimadiz. By the mid-nineties, i L

ke Web browsars and search enginas had wmned the Web
inte an #ssy-ta-use and waciting feature of the whale Internet
experience. A visually uninspiring too! bafors the World
Wide Wk caone intt use, the eternet tame alive with ¢olor,
graphics, e piclures, as wall 25 audio and video streaming.
Users have "wirtuslly™ a1 theie fingerting, virtually evary kind
of information they might want 1o seek. Pukblic consumption

+ Some very long sentences (some
with more than thirty words)

£ * Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Many complex sentences (dialogue,
enbedded phrases and clauses,

parenthetical material)

¢ * Sententes with nouns, verbs, or

adjectives in series, divided by
Commas

* Wide range of declarative,
imperative, and interrogative
senfences

VYOCABULARY

* Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

hat exploded, and this d ic ool eantinues to wvolve.
3
* Words used figuratively or with ILLUSTRATIONS
unusual of hard-to-understand Fiction

connotations
» Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
" ghossary or dictionary
* Words used in regionel or historical
dialects
« Some non-English words
» Many archaic words
+ A variety of words that stand for big
ideas and abstract concepts
+ Words used in a satirical way that
change the surface meaning
» Word connolations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

= Many words with affixes

* Many multisytlable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

» Many technical words

+ Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

* Long, multisylable words requiring
attention to word parts

« Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dialed, or from
languages other than Engfish

* Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

+ Most texts with no illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbalic
decoration on margins or at thapter
headings

+ Long series of varied picture and
print combinations

Nonfiction

« A wide varigty of complex graphics
that require interpretation {photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

» Some texts with graphics that are
dense and chéllenging

+ Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

+ Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout
» Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

* Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals ta indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

» Large varfation amang print styles
and font size (related to genre)

» Many texts with very small font

» Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

« Print and iliustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

* iore difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser forrmat

» Variety in layout of nonficion
formats (question and answer,
paiagraphs, boxes, legends, call
auts) often occurring across a two-
page spread

+ Some text layouts in columns

Punctuation

= Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

* Occasional use of less common
punctuation {colon, semicalon)

Tools

* Full range of readers’ tools {table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)

fiided Readineg 4%

[ O RIS



GUIDED READING [P R

Readers at Level v:

At levels X, Y, and Z, readers are able to process and understand a wide range of texts, including
all genres. Although many texts are long and have complex sentences and paragraphs as well as
many multisyllable words, they vary greatly because readers are expected to understand and re-
spond to mature themnes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty, and waz. Complex fantasy, myths, and
legends offer added challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest”
and to identify moral issues. Biographies offer a range of individuals who may not be previously

known to readers and may not be admirable,
In addition, readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature,
language to convey irony. They may encounter parody, allegory,
characters are multidimensional, may be understood on several
complex ways. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in o
Readers are challenged by a heavy load of content-specific and tech
ing embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ to
include archaic language or regional dialect. Readers search for and use

requiring critical thinking on the part of readers.
such as satire, and literary
or monologue. Themes and
levels, and are developed in
ral reading is well established.
nical words that require us-
ols, such as glossaries. Texts
information in an inte-

grated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowl-
edge. They have developed knowledge of content, including scientific information and historical
events and apply prior understandings in a critical way when reading fiction and nonfiction

texts.

GENRE/FORMS TEXT STRUCTURE CONTENT reveal insights into the human
Genre Fiction » Many texts requiring knowledge of ~ condition
. - history or current word events
* Informational texts * Unusual text organizations (e.g, i o
* High fantasy and science fiction fiashback, flashforward, time Japses) c"':}_‘*“‘ requiting the reader totake  LANGUAGE AND
* Realistic fiction ' » Texts with unusual structures for !On verse plerspectwes (face LITERARY FEATURES
angLage, culture) » Multiple characters revealed by

* Traditiona! |iterature, including

presenting information
(combination of different genres)

* Content particularty appealing to

what they say, think, and do and

hs and legends :

' ‘B]?}:r[graphv, mﬁemnir, and * Many texts with the complex adolescents _ o what others say or think about thern

autobiography structure of adult-level reading * CntI;cal t_hf"kgg rft:)quwegj o IJ'-ldi%ie « Character Interpretation necessary
« Historical fiction, many with seﬂingg . HO[S, with multiple story lines ?}lﬂtoﬂﬂulflfh& n rygflona texts, for ':Ompff-'he.ﬂdmg thEme .

different from students” own * Collections of short stories with tstorical fiction, and biography * Some texts with heroic or larger-

cultural histories interrelated themes, plots across the  * HeEavy content load in many texts, than-ife characters representing the
« Mysteries - book beth fiction and nonfiction, struggle of good and evil
* Hybrid texts Nonfiction requiring study . |I.ong strett;]hes of descriptive

i ; . that are impaortant to
* Satre + Multiple topics that represent anguage fhat are I
" Parody subto[;’nir: ufp alarger toEic or theme THEM ES AND IDEA.S. 'ég:?:}';dmg setting and
- Allegory + Varety of underying suciures * Many ideas and themes requiring o N ,
+ Monologue often combined in complex ways understanding of cultral diversity any text;m 11 Arnaic Rnguage to
{destription, comparison and * Many texts with complex themes greate aulhenticly .
Farms contras!, temporal sequence focusing on human problems (war,  * Specific descriptions of settings that
» Picture books oblern 2 dgolutionq e and hardship, race and class barriers) provide important information for
* Plays gffect) ‘ * Many texts presenting Irlnatuna ;ﬂndqitax‘:sdm%l:h;gm .
. r books L . societal issues, especially those * Many texts with seftings distantt in
' g:apt:r b 0:: ith I5 » Yafiety in noniicton formats impartant to adol'gscemg time and space from students’
apter books with seque (question and answer, paragraphs , , ;
! "« Many texts presenting multiple experiences

* Series books

boxes, legends, and call-outs)

themes that may be understood in

» Some long strings of unassigned

: é?:r?e: E;):ﬁg many layers dialogue from which story action
* Photo essa ® « Wide range of challenging themes must be inferred
e that build sociaf awareness and

» Graphic texts
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GUIDED READING

« Soeme switching through dizlogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

+ Fantasy incorporating classical
matifs (such as “the quest’)

» Full range of literary devices (for
example, flashback, stories within
stories, symbalism, and figurative
language)

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

« Many very long sentences (some
with more than thirty words)

« Many complex sentences (dialogue,
embedded phrases and dauses,
parenthetical material)

+ Sentences with aouns, verbs, o
adjectives in series, divided by
Commas

« Complex sentences with compound
sentences joined by semicolons of
colons

+ Wide range of declarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

» Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
contest or use tools (glossaries or
dictionaries)

« Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-tc-understand
connotations

Level Y

The International
Space Station

by Misha Kees

Space-Age Laboratary

Imagine an éncrmous labovatory &4 leng & adootbal
fiedd and weighing almost ane million pounds. Mow imagine
ks gigntic Iaboratary ficating in space. Scintinls and
nihers from all avgr the workd would be able ta live theie—
Tar imanlis, of mayba sven years, at 3 thme—Dafare murnng
1o Esrth. Bacaube ervitonanantel concliiiona in ipace are vary
Jilfwont from thase we erporkence an Earth, scientiss covkd
e e many cribieal gaperiments whide Ting in this spaea
Isborstony that they can nok egry wut an this planee.

Ity sond ke scienen fiction, b an Tternational
space station i slready well undireay to bacoming # resliiy
Tha rienetinnel $pace Stetlen, or 185, i a ginnt reazench
Fatdlity now baing sssembled in orbit aboun 250 mitas e
Earth, Itk not the Gl space stationin exlstance, but upen

Tle158 in orbit

its complation wil be by s
tha lergast and mast complax
nkjact Bver consTuCted
inapats.

Sclantics aee contidedng
adaptations that would
amed to be madz in ordar
o conduct fong-taim
piparimentation in spate. At
the zame T, they have 1o
wanmine the potenifal impact
on humans, bath physicaly
and paychologically, of lning

« Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

« Words used in regional or historical
diglects

« Some words from languages other
than English

+ Many archaic words

+ A variety of words that stand for big
ideas and abstract concepls

» Words used in a satirical way that
change the surface meaning

» Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

« Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, muttisyliable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

+ Many multisyllable prapar nouns
that are difficult to decode

» Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

= Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult fo decode

» Long, muitisylable words requiding
attenticn to roots to read and
understand

» Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dialect, or from
languages cther than English

« Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

» Most texts with no illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

« Wide variety of layouts of pictures
and print in graphic texis

+ Long series of graphics in graphic
teuts

Nonfiction

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

« Somie texts with graphics that are
dense and challenging

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

» Many tests that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

BQOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in itatics, bald, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

« Large variation among print styles
and font size {related to genre}

« Many texts with very small font

« Many sentences continuing over
several lings or to the next page

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

= More difficult layout of
informational text, and seme fiction
texts, with denser format

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across  two-
page spread '

« Some text layouts in columns

Punctuation

« Full range of punctuation as necded
for complex sentences

+ Oceasional use of less common
punctuation {colon, semicolan)

Tools

« Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)




