
Reading Journal Responses-

For your weekly journal entry, be sure to do the following:

1. On a new page in the first section of your writer’s notebook (or the back of a sheet) , label the 
title of your book, the date, and the page number you are currently on. 

2. Choose one of the questions/sentence starters on this sheet. 
3. Your response should NOT be a summary and it should be at least a paragraph in length (6-8 

sentences).  Use RAGU when answering your question 

Prompts for Reading Journals

 Describe the main character of the book
 What is the main conflict in the story? Explain
 Tell about some other conflicts in the story.
 Describe the setting of the novel. Why is it important to the story?
 What are some text-to-text, text-to-self, or text-to-world connections you can make with the 

story?
 Are you puzzled or confused about anything in the story? What is it that confuses you, and why 

do you find it confusing? 
 What are some predictions you have for later in the story?
 If I were the main character,
 If I were the author, ….
 If I were a character in the story…. (be sure to name the character)
 This story reminds me of…..
 Write 2 “Author and You” QARs about your book and answer them.
 Something new I learned from reading this book…
 Does this story or its characters remind you of another story you have read? Does it remind you 

of a movie? How are they alike? And how are they different?
  If you could change the setting in this story to another setting, what setting would you choose? 

Why? How would it change your story?
 Sometimes we are pulled toward one or two characters in the story. We identify with them or 

feel sympathy for them. With which characters do you identify in the book, and why do you 
believe you identify with them?

 If you could ask any character a question, what would you ask? If you could ask the author a 
question, what might that be? Explain why you chose these questions.

 As you read today, what surprised you? Explain how this will affect the story or how it changed 
your thinking about the story.

 After reading tonight, I felt…. (Explain)
 This part of the book is very realistic/ unrealistic because… 
 I think the relationship between______ and _______ is interesting because…  
 This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life because…





 Additional Fiction Prompts



4. If you could change the life or lives of a story character, to make their lives more like the lives 
of the characters in the book or story you are reading, whose lives would you change? How 
would you change their lives? Why did you pick these people or that person?

5. If you were to put this story into your own life, in the area where you live, around the people 
and friends that you know, how would the story have to change? How would the people 
change? Would the setting have to change? Why would these changes have to take place?

6. Sometimes we are pulled toward one or two characters in the story. We identify with them or
feel sympathy for them. With which characters do you identify in the book, and why do you 
believe you identify with them? 

7. Sometimes when we read, certain words or phrases or images stand out. Maybe they are 
words or phrases that make an impression because of their sound, or maybe the meaning or 
image they make strikes us? Sometimes we find words or expressions we just do not 
understand. Share those that you have come across and describe why you listed them.

8. Now that you are this far into the story, what do you look forward to learning next? What 
conflicts or problems do you think the characters will face? What qualities of your character 
(honest, loyal, cruel, dishonest, angry, vengeful) will affect how the character handles the 
problems and conflicts he or she encounters? 

9. If you could ask any character a question, what would you ask? If you could ask the author a 
question, what might that be? Explain why you chose these questions.

10. As you read today, what surprised you? Explain how this will affect the story or how it 
changed your thinking about the story.

11. When you wish to learn when you read again tomorrow; what do you hope will happen in 
the story or to the characters? Why do you wish for that to happen?

12. Are you puzzled or confused about anything in the story? What is it that confuses you, and 
why do you find it confusing?

13. It is not unusual to wish that our lives were more like the lives of characters in stories. How 



would you change your own real life to be more like the world of your story?

14. Why do you think the author wrote this story? Where did he or she get the idea or the 
characters? What message do you think that the author is trying to share?

Non-fiction

1. What did you learn today as you read that you did not know before? What surprised you? Explain why
it surprised you?

2. As you read today, were any questions that you had answered by what you read? List the questions 
that you had and the answers that you came up with from the reading. Are you satisfied with what you 
learned, with these answers? Why or why not?

3. Did you come across a problem in your reading that you had not considered before? What was the 
problem? Could you solve it? How?

4. Are any of the real life situations or people that you read about in your material for today similar to 
situations that you have experienced before in life? How were they similar? How were they different?

1. After reading the beginning of this book, I felt… 
2. I wonder what this means… 
3. I really don’t understand this part because… 
4. I really like/dislike this idea because… 
5. This character reminds me of someone I know… 
6. This character reminds me of myself because… 
7. This character reminds me of (name of character) in the book (title of a different 

book) because… 
8. I think the setting of this book is important because… 
9. This part of the book is very realistic/ unrealistic because… 
10. I think the relationship between______ and _______ is interesting because…  
11. This situation reminds me of a similar situation in my own life because…

(Use your own sentence starter)


	Non-fiction

