
Reading and Understanding
Circle Graphs, Bar Graphs, 
Line Graphs, & Informational 
Graphics



Why Do We Care?

 Important in science!
News!
Make a point!
Become a better candidate!
Become a better citizen of the world!



What should I know?

How to properly read a graph
How to understand what is being said
How to create your own graph

Why? 
◦ See previous slide!



Circle Graphs

• What’s 
missing?
• What 

could be 
done 
differently?



Bar Graphs

• What’s missing?
• What could be done differently?



Line Graph

• What’s missing?
• What could be done differently?



Informational Graphics

What should be 
included?
◦ Title
◦ Legend or key
◦ Units or correct 

proportions
◦ Source

What’s missing here?



Informational Graphics



Informational Graphics



Informational Graphics



Informational Graphics

What did you notice about these maps?
Were they the same?
Did they show the same things?
How else could the information be 

presented?



Informational Graphics

What can we do with 
this information?



Errors in Graphics



Let’s Practice!

Circle Graphs with Skittles!


