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Part 1A. North Carolina Read to Achieve Program. 
§ 115C-83.1.  State goal. 

The goal of the State is to ensure that every student read at or above grade level by the end 
of third grade and continue to progress in reading proficiency so that he or she can read, 
comprehend, integrate, and apply complex texts needed for secondary education and career 
success.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.2.  Purposes. 

(a)        The purposes of this Part are to ensure that (i) difficulty with reading development is 
identified as early as possible; (ii) students receive appropriate instructional and support services 
to address difficulty with reading development and to remediate reading deficiencies; and (iii) 
each student and his or her parent or guardian be continuously informed of the student's 
academic needs and progress. 

(b)        In addition to the purposes listed in subsection (a) of this section, the purpose of this 
Part is to determine that progression from one grade to another be based, in part, upon 
proficiency in reading.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.3.  Definitions. 

The following definitions apply in this Part: 
(1)        "Accelerated reading class" means a class where focused instructional 

supports and services are provided to increase a student's reading level 
at least two grades in one school year. 

(2)        "Alternative assessment" means a valid and reliable standardized 
assessment of reading comprehension, approved by the State Board of 
Education, that is not the same test as the State-approved standardized 
test of reading comprehension administered to third grade students. 

(3)        "Difficulty with reading development" means not demonstrating 
appropriate developmental abilities in any of the major reading areas, 
including, but not limited to, oral language, phonological or phonemic 
awareness, vocabulary, fluency, or comprehension, according to 
observation-based, diagnostic, or formative assessments. 

(4)        "Instructional supports and services" mean intentional strategies used with 
a majority of students to facilitate reading development and remediate 
emerging difficulty with reading development. Instructional supports 
and services include, but are not limited to, small group instruction, 
reduced teacher-student ratios, frequent progress monitoring, and 
extended learning time. 

(5)        "Reading deficiency" means not reading at the third grade level by the end 
of the student's third grade year, demonstrated by the results of the 
State-approved standardized test of reading comprehension 
administered to third grade students. 

(6)        "Reading interventions" mean evidence-based strategies frequently used 
to remediate reading deficiencies and include, but are not limited to, 
individual instruction, tutoring, or mentoring that target specific reading 
skills and abilities. 

(7)        "Reading proficiency" means reading at or above the third grade level by 
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the end of a student's third grade year, demonstrated by the results of 
the State-approved standardized test of reading comprehension 
administered to third grade students. 

(8)        "Student reading portfolio" means a compilation of independently 
produced student work selected by the student's teacher, and signed by 
the teacher and principal, as an accurate picture of the student's reading 
ability. The student reading portfolio shall include an organized 
collection of evidence of the student's mastery of the State's reading 
standards that are assessed by the State-approved standardized test of 
reading comprehension administered to third grade students. For each 
benchmark, there shall be three examples of student work 
demonstrating mastery by a grade of seventy percent (70%) or above. 

(9)        "Summer reading camp" means an additional educational program outside 
of the instructional calendar provided by the local school administrative 
unit to any student who does not demonstrate reading proficiency. 
Parents or guardians of the student not demonstrating reading 
proficiency shall make the final decision regarding the student's summer 
camp attendance. Summer camps shall (i) be six to eight weeks long, 
four or five days per week; (ii) include at least three hours of 
instructional time per day; (iii) be taught by compensated, licensed 
teachers selected based on demonstrated student outcomes in reading 
proficiency; and (iv) allow volunteer mentors to read with students. 

(10)      "Transitional third and fourth class combination" means a classroom 
specifically designed to produce learning gains sufficient to meet fourth 
grade performance standards while continuing to remediate areas of 
reading deficiency.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 

  
§ 115C-83.4.  Comprehensive plan for reading achievement. 

(a)        The State Board of Education shall develop, implement, and continuously evaluate a 
comprehensive plan to improve reading achievement in the public schools. The plan shall be 
based on reading instructional practices with strong evidence of effectiveness in current 
empirical research in reading development. The plan shall be developed with the active 
involvement of teachers, college and university educators, parents and guardians of students, and 
other interested parties. The plan shall, when appropriate to reflect research, include revision of 
the standard course of study or other curricular standards, revision of teacher licensure and 
renewal standards, and revision of teacher education program standards. 

(b)        The State Board of Education shall report biennially to the Joint Legislative 
Education Oversight Committee by October 1 of each even-numbered year on the 
implementation, evaluation, and revisions to the comprehensive plan for reading achievement 
and shall include recommendations for legislative changes to enable implementation of current 
empirical research in reading development.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.4A.  Advanced courses. 

(a)        It is the intent of the State to enhance accessibility and encourage students to enroll 
in and successfully complete more rigorous advanced courses to enable success in postsecondary 
education for all students. For the purposes of this section, an advanced course is an Advanced 
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Placement or International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme course. To attain this goal, to the 
extent funds are made available for this purpose, students enrolled in public schools shall be 
exempt from paying any fees for administration of examinations for advanced courses and 
registration fees for advanced courses in which the student is enrolled regardless of the score the 
student achieves on an examination. 

(b)        Eligible secondary students shall be encouraged to enroll in advanced courses to 
expose them to more rigorous coursework while still in secondary school. Successfully 
completing advanced courses will increase the quality and level of students' preparation for 
postsecondary career paths and their pursuit of higher education. 

(c)        The results of student diagnostic tests administered pursuant to G.S. 115C-174.18 
and G.S. 115C-174.22, such as the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT) and ACT, shall be used to identify students who are prepared or who need 
additional work to be prepared to enroll and be successful in advanced courses. Students may 
also be identified for potential enrollment in advanced courses based on other criteria established 
by schools to increase access to those courses for their students. 

(d)        Local boards of education shall provide information to students and parents on 
available opportunities and the enrollment process for students to take advanced courses. The 
information shall explain the value of advanced courses in preparing students for postsecondary 
level coursework, enabling students to gain access to postsecondary opportunities, and qualifying 
for scholarships and other financial aid opportunities. 

(e)        Local boards of education shall ensure that all high school students have access to 
advanced courses in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Such access may be 
provided through enrollment in courses offered through or approved by the North Carolina 
Virtual Public School. 

(f)         The State Board of Education shall seek a partner, such as the College Board, to 
form the North Carolina Advanced Placement Partnership, hereinafter referred to as Partnership, 
to assist in improving college readiness of secondary students and to assist secondary schools to 
ensure that students have access to high-quality, rigorous academics with a focus on access to 
Advanced Placement courses. 

In order to implement its responsibilities under this section, the partner selected by the State 
Board of Education shall provide staff to do the following: 

(1)        Provide professional development in the form of support and training to 
enable teachers of Advanced Placement courses to have the necessary 
content knowledge, instructional skills, and materials to prepare 
students for success in Advanced Placement courses and examinations 
and mastery of postsecondary course content. 

(2)        Provide administrators, including principals and counselors, with 
professional development that will enable them to create strong and 
effective Advanced Placement courses in their schools. 

(3)        Provide teachers of students in grades seven through 12 with preadvanced 
course professional development and materials that prepare students for 
success in Advanced Placement courses. 

(4)        Provide consulting expertise and technical assistance to support 
implementation. 

(5)        Prioritize assistance to schools designated as low-performing by the State 
Board of Education and provide for frequent visits to the schools 
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targeted by the Partnership. 
(g)        The Partnership shall report annually to the Department of Public Instruction on the 

Partnership's implementation of its responsibilities under subsection (f) of this section. 
(h)        Beginning October 1, 2014, the State Board of Education shall report annually to 

the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee on advanced courses in North Carolina. 
The report shall include, at a minimum, the following information: 

(1)        The North Carolina Advanced Placement Partnership's report to the 
Department of Public Instruction as required by subsection (g) of this 
section and the State Board's assessment of that report. 

(2)        Number of students enrolled in advanced courses and participating in 
advanced course examinations, including demographic information by 
gender, race, and free and reduced-price lunch status. 

(3)        Student performance on advanced course examinations, including 
information by course, local school administrative unit, and school. 

(4)        Number of students participating in 10th grade PSAT/NMSQT testing. 
(5)        Number of teachers attending summer institutes offered by the North 

Carolina Advanced Placement Partnership. 
(6)        Distribution of funding appropriated for advanced course testing fees and 

professional development by local school administrative unit and 
school. 

(7)        Status and efforts of the North Carolina Advanced Placement Partnership. 
(8)        Other trends in advanced courses and examinations.  (2013-360, s. 

8.27(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.5.  Developmental screening and kindergarten entry assessment. 

(a)        The State Board of Education shall ensure that every student entering kindergarten 
shall be administered a developmental screening of early language, literacy, and math skills 
within 30 days of enrollment. 

(b)        The State Board of Education shall ensure that every student entering kindergarten 
shall complete a kindergarten entry assessment within 60 days of enrollment. 

(c)        The developmental screening instrument may be composed of subsections of the 
kindergarten entry assessment. 

(d)        The kindergarten entry assessment shall address the five essential domains of school 
readiness: language and literacy development, cognition and general knowledge, approaches 
toward learning, physical well-being and motor development, and social and emotional 
development. 

(e)        The kindergarten entry assessment shall be (i) administered at the classroom level in 
all local school administrative units; (ii) aligned to North Carolina's early learning and 
development standards and to the standard course of study; and (iii) reliable, valid, and 
appropriate for use with all children, including those with disabilities and those who are English 
language learners. 

(f)         The results of the developmental screening and the kindergarten entry assessment 
shall be used to inform the following: 

(1)        The status of children's learning at kindergarten entry. 
(2)        Instruction of each child. 
(3)        Efforts to reduce the achievement gap at kindergarten entry. 
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(4)        Continuous improvement of the early childhood system.  (2012-142, s. 
7A.1(b).) 

  
§ 115C-83.6.  Facilitating early grade reading proficiency. 

(a)        Kindergarten, first, second, and third grade students shall be assessed with valid, 
reliable, formative, and diagnostic reading assessments made available to local school 
administrative units by the State Board of Education pursuant to G.S. 115C-174.11(a). Difficulty 
with reading development identified through administration of formative and diagnostic 
assessments shall be addressed with instructional supports and services. To the greatest extent 
possible, kindergarten through third grade reading assessments shall yield data that can be used 
with the Education Value-Added Assessment System (EVAAS), or a compatible and comparable 
system approved by the State Board of Education, to analyze student data to identify root causes 
for difficulty with reading development and to determine actions to address them. 

(b)        Formative and diagnostic assessments and resultant instructional supports and 
services shall address oral language, phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics, 
vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension using developmentally appropriate practices. 

(c)        Local school administrative units are encouraged to partner with community 
organizations, businesses, and other groups to provide volunteers, mentors, or tutors to assist 
with the provision of instructional supports and services that enhance reading development and 
proficiency.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.7.  Elimination of social promotion. 

(a)        The State Board of Education shall require that a student be retained in the third 
grade if the student fails to demonstrate reading proficiency appropriate for a third grade student, 
as demonstrated on a State-approved standardized test of reading comprehension administered to 
third grade students. The test may be readministered once prior to the end of the school year. 

(b)        Students may be exempt from mandatory retention in third grade for good cause but 
shall continue to receive instructional supports and services and reading interventions 
appropriate for their age and reading level. Good cause exemptions shall be limited to the 
following: 

(1)        Limited English Proficient students with less than two years of instruction 
in an English as a Second Language program. 

(2)        Students with disabilities, as defined in G.S. 115C-106.3(1), whose 
individualized education program indicates the use of alternative 
assessments and reading interventions. 

(3)        Students who demonstrate reading proficiency appropriate for third grade 
students on an alternative assessment approved by the State Board of 
Education. Teachers may administer the alternative assessment 
following the administration of the State-approved standardized test of 
reading comprehension typically given to third grade students at the end 
of the school year, or after a student's participation in the local school 
administrative unit's summer reading camp. 

(4)        Students who demonstrate, through a student reading portfolio, reading 
proficiency appropriate for third grade students. Teachers may submit 
the student reading portfolio at the end of the school year or after a 
student's participation in the local school administrative unit's summer 
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reading camp. The student reading portfolio and review process shall be 
established by the State Board of Education. 

(5)        Students who have (i) received reading intervention and (ii) previously 
been retained more than once in kindergarten, first, second, or third 
grades. 

(c)        The superintendent shall determine whether a student may be exempt from 
mandatory retention on the basis of a good cause exemption. The following steps shall be taken 
in making the determination: 

(1)        The teacher of a student eligible for a good cause exemption shall submit 
documentation of the relevant exemption and evidence that promotion 
of the student is appropriate based on the student's academic record to 
the principal. Such evidence shall be limited to the student's personal 
education plan, individual education program, if applicable, alternative 
assessment, or student reading portfolio. 

(2)        The principal shall review the documentation and make an initial 
determination whether the student should be promoted. If the principal 
determines the student should be promoted, the principal shall make a 
written recommendation of promotion to the superintendent for final 
determination. The superintendent's acceptance or rejection of the 
recommendation shall be in writing.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 

  
§ 115C-83.8.  Successful reading development for retained students. 

(a)        Students not demonstrating reading proficiency shall be enrolled in a summer 
reading camp provided by the local school administrative unit prior to being retained. Students 
who demonstrate reading proficiency on an alternative assessment of reading comprehension or 
student reading portfolio after completing a summer reading camp shall be promoted to the 
fourth grade. Students who do not demonstrate reading proficiency on these measures after 
completing a summer reading camp shall be retained under G.S. 115C-83.7(a) and provided with 
the instruction listed in subsection (b) of this section during the retained year. 

(b)        Students retained under G.S. 115C-83.7(a) shall be provided with a teacher selected 
based on demonstrated student outcomes in reading proficiency and placed in an accelerated 
reading class or a transitional third and fourth grade class combination, as appropriate. 
Classroom instruction shall include at least 90 minutes of daily, uninterrupted, evidence-based 
reading instruction, not to include independent reading time, and other appropriate instructional 
supports and services and reading interventions. 

(c)        The State Board of Education shall establish a midyear promotion policy for any 
student retained under G.S. 115C-83.7(a) who, by November 1, demonstrates reading 
proficiency through administration of the alternative assessment of reading comprehension or 
student reading portfolio review. 

(d)        Repealed by Session Laws 2013-360, s. 8.30, effective July 1, 2013. 
(e)        Parents or guardians of students who have been retained twice under the provisions 

of G.S. 115C-83.7(a) shall be offered supplemental tutoring for the retained student in evidence-
based reading services outside the instructional day.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b); 2013-360, s. 8.30.) 
  
§ 115C-83.9.  Notification requirements to parents and guardians. 

(a)        Parents or guardians shall be notified in writing, and in a timely manner, that the 
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student shall be retained, unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause, if 
the student is not demonstrating reading proficiency by the end of third grade. Parents or 
guardians shall receive this notice when a kindergarten, first, second, or third grade student (i) is 
demonstrating difficulty with reading development; (ii) is not reading at grade level; or (iii) has a 
personal education plan under G.S. 115C-105.41. 

(b)        Parents or guardians of any student who is to be retained under the provisions of 
G.S. 115C-83.7(a) shall be notified in writing of the reason the student is not eligible for a good 
cause exemption as provided in G.S. 115C-83.7(b). Written notification shall also include a 
description of proposed reading interventions that will be provided to the student to remediate 
identified areas of reading deficiency. 

(c)        Parents or guardians of students retained under G.S. 115C-83.7(a) shall receive at 
least monthly written reports on student progress toward reading proficiency. The evaluation of 
the student's progress shall be based upon the student's classroom work, observations, tests, 
assessments, and other relevant information. 

(d)        Teachers and principals shall provide opportunities to discuss with parents and 
guardians the notifications listed in this section.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).) 
  
§ 115C-83.10.  Accountability measures. 

(a)        Each local board of education shall publish annually on a Web site maintained by 
that local school administrative unit and report in writing to the State Board of Education by 
September 1 of each year the following information on the prior school year: 

(1)        The number and percentage of third grade students demonstrating and not 
demonstrating reading proficiency on the State-approved standardized 
test of reading comprehension administered to third grade students. 

(2)        The number and percentage of third grade students who take and pass the 
alternative assessment of reading comprehension. 

(3)        The number and percentage of third grade students retained for not 
demonstrating reading proficiency. 

(4)        The number and percentage of third grade students exempt from 
mandatory third grade retention by category of exemption as listed in 
G.S. 115C-83.7(b). 

(b)        Each local board of education shall report annually in writing to the State Board of 
Education by September 1 of each year a description of all reading interventions provided to 
students who have been retained under G.S. 115C-83.7(a). 

(c)        The State Board of Education shall establish a uniform format for local boards of 
education to report the required information listed in subsections (a) and (b) of this section and 
shall provide the format to local boards of education no later than 90 days prior to the annual due 
date. The State Board of Education shall compile annually this information and submit a State-
level summary to the Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee by October 
1 of each year, beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. 
(d)        The State Board of Education and the Department of Public Instruction shall provide 
technical assistance as needed to aid local school administrative units to implement all provisions 
of this Part.  (2012-142, s. 7A.1(b).)	  


