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Step back more than three hundred years to when life was
much different. Imagine a time before the United States was
a country. It is a period known as the

Colonial Times.

It is a cold morning. You wake
up before the sun rises. You have
much work to do. Only some
lucky children get to go to school.
Most kids spend their days
working beside their parents.
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You begin the day by washing up

in the washbasin and getting dressed.
The water isn’t hot unless your mother
or father has already boiled some.
Then you light a lantern and

walk outside to gather wood from the woodpile.

This is your first chore of the day.
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After you put the wood in the fireplace, a fire is lit to warm

the house. Your mother uses the fire to cook breakfast.
You soon sit down to a big breakfast. You need it because
you have a day of hard work ahead of you.
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If you are a girl, you probably have to help your mother

cook, gather eggs from the chickens, or wash the laundry—
by hand! You might also have to churn the butter. That
means that you sit over a large wooden bucket full of
cream. You grab a long, funny-shaped stick and gently
move it up and down in the bucket. This churns the cream
until it slowly turns to butter. The butter tastes good, but it
takes many hours to make. Once you make it, you are not
able to keep it for long. You see, there are no refrigerators
in colonial days. You have to chill things in a stream —

if you live near one.



"JUDIDS Apnjs jJou op Nox
‘3unm pue ‘3urpear grew
— AP0} JOOYDS UI UIes]
SJUIPN)S JeUM 0} IBIWIS dIe
Apnys noA jeyy spalgns ayJ,
URIPTYD Y} JO [[e Yoes}

0} Sey Iayded)} au() "d3e
A12A9 JO UDIPIIYD YIIM PI[[Y I
WOO0ISSEd 9, "9SNOYJO0dSs
WIOO0I-9Uo ‘[[ews & Ul [00Yds
puaje pue A[rurej Jjjo-Jem
© WOIJ 9WO0D JY3TW NOx

; 1
L
=

\

N

- A " \\\u,\\um..\lh.w.‘.imnilr,l\\\!lf A i /i

W

)

N

@‘!

]

Colonial Life e Level L

Ol



6 119037 o 3417 [E1UOJ0D

/

T N
0 M ULNPE
"t ey
“eren\ fyn 1 ! IV,.

L} et v ’
’fﬂ n‘ 73 l m'tlf I\
A e eI
oy

If you are a boy, you might have to work on the farm.

You plant seeds and till soil with a plow pulled by oxen.
You might repair the barn, milk the cows, or chop down
trees for wood. Some days, you might help to build a new
neighbor’s house or even work in the local mill. You have
to work many hours both in the cold of winter and in the
heat of summer. There is no air conditioning in the summer.
In the winter, you have only a fireplace to keep warm.



