
Raccoon Rampage: 
Natural Selection

in Action



Forest Raccoon
Thick, Dark Fur: Helps with camouflage in dense forest 

environments.

⚬ Long, Flexible Tail: Used for balance when climbing 

trees and navigating dense canopies.

⚬ Sharp Claws: Useful for climbing trees to escape 

predators and access food.

⚬ Large Eyes: Adapted for seeing in low light, as they 

are primarily nocturnal.

• Habitat: Dense, tropical rainforests with abundant tree 

cover.

• Adaptation Benefits: Well adapted for an arboreal 

lifestyle, they excel at avoiding predators by climbing 

trees and using their nocturnal abilities to forage for 

fruits, insects, and small animals.



Shorter, Grayer Fur: Camouflages well in urban settings 

where they can blend into concrete, shadows, and debris.

• Small Ears: Adapted to reduce heat loss in cities, where 

it’s often warmer due to human activity.

• Large, Dexterous Paws: Highly skilled in opening trash 

cans, breaking into containers, and manipulating objects.

• Exposed Nose: Slightly larger and more sensitive to 

smells, helping them locate food scraps.

Habitat: Cities, suburbs, and human-occupied areas.

Adaptation Benefits: Highly adaptable to urban 

environments, they thrive by scavenging human waste, 

using structures for shelter, and navigating in the dark.

Urban Raccoon



• Light-colored Fur: Reflects heat and helps with temperature 

regulation during the day.

⚬ Thinner Fur Coat: Reduces heat retention and allows 

them to withstand extreme temperatures.

⚬ Large Ears: Help dissipate heat, as they have a large 

surface area for heat exchange.

⚬ Elongated Limbs: Allows them to move efficiently in the 

hot, open terrain and increase their surface area for 

cooling.

⚬ Sandy-colored Paws: Help them blend into the desert 

sand and provide better traction.

• Habitat: Hot, dry deserts with scarce water and food sources.

• Adaptation Benefits: These raccoons are well adapted to the 

desert’s extreme heat and can survive with little water, 

foraging at night and resting during the heat of the day.

Desert Raccoon



Swamp Raccoon
Webbed Feet: Allows efficient swimming and movement in swampy, wet 

environments.

• Prehensile Tail: Used for balance in marshy, waterlogged areas and to

help maneuver through dense vegetation.

• Shorter Fur: Keeps them from getting waterlogged, while their coat 

still offers some insulation in colder water.

• Flat Snout: Adapted to foraging in mud and shallow water for small 

aquatic animals and plants.

• Large Claws: Help dig through soft soil and muddy banks for food.

Habitat: Wetlands, swamps, and marshes with dense vegetation and 

abundant water.

• Adaptation Benefits: Swamp raccoons are excellent swimmers, 

foraging for aquatic plants, fish, and small animals in wetlands. Their 

adaptations help them thrive in environments where other raccoons 

might struggle.



Raccoon Nursery



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: �hþ ÿŀŵĝŚńĽĸÿľt is śĝch iĽ Ĉņod
ŠŇůŜðĀs, ĝĽñİűøĞľg ąśůiŨs, ŢĶåİį çľĜĺaıs, âľd 
ŋįåľt İife.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs żĝth ďņod æóñĀšs to 
Ĉņod ŠŇůŜòÿs žĝİį črńw.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ĕŝěŸÿs 

żĝth aëůŀøåľt ąśůĞŨs âľd ŢĶåİį Ōŝÿy iĽ 
Ūhþ ćŇŜĀšt ñæĽņpy.

• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ĕŝěŸÿs oĽ
aëůŀøåľt ėŰĶaĽ Ĉņod ƀæšte.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �űŞŹěŸÿs 
oĽ ðäñti, úĀšÿrt ąśůiŨs, âľd ŢĶåİį 
çľĜĺals.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ĕŝěŸÿs iĽ
Ūhþ Ťſämp żĝth aëůŀøåľt æŔůäũic Ĉņod 
ŠŇůŜðes.

Food Abundance



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: @ŰĶaĽ ðĜūĝÿs âľd ţűëůřéaĽ 
ãśÿas ĂƆŌçĿd, òŞÿäŨĞľg ľÿw Ĉņod ŠŇůŜòÿs 
âľd ţēÿıter.
rŮŪðome: �řêan-åúæŌŧÿd ŠōĀôĝÿs éÿŁāĈit 
Ūhþ Ķošt.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ÿŁāĉĞŨs 

ĆŚom ėŰĶaĽ Ĉņod ƀæŢtþ âľd ľÿw ůřéaĽ 
ãśÿas ćor ţēÿıter.

• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �üãŏŨs êy
ĀƅōĳŇŚĞľg Ūhþ ÿøČÿs ńf ůřéaĽ ãśÿas ćor 
Ĉńod.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+ȅ ĸþķëers) aay 
ąĚľd Ĉņod iĽ uľdþŸĂıńŋÿd ŐãŝŨs ńf Ūhþ 
ôity, êůt Łot a ŠĞĎĽĚĈĜôåľt ĚĿòśÿase.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) aay 
åúæpt to ţűëůřéaĽ żĀŧİâľd ãśeas.

Urban Expansion



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: HŰĶaĽ ðĜūĝÿs âľd ţűëůřéaĽ 
ãśÿas ĂƆŌçĿd, òŞÿäŨĞľg ľÿw Ĉņod ŠŇůŜòÿs 
âľd ţēÿıter.
rŮŪðome: �řêan-åúæŌŧÿd ŠōĀôĝÿs éÿŁāĈit 
Ūhþ Ķošt.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ÿŁāĉĞŨs

ĆŚom ėŰĶaĽ Ĉņod ƀæŢtþ âľd ľÿw 
ůřéaĽ ãśÿas ćor ţēÿıter.

• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �üãŏŨs 
êy ĀƅōĳŇŚĞľg Ūhþ ÿøČÿs ńf ůřéaĽ ãśÿas
ćor Ĉńod.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+ȅ ĸþķëers) aay 
ąĚľd Ĉņod iĽ uľdþŸĂıńŋÿd ŐãŝŨs ńf Ūhþ 
ôity, êůt Łot a ŠĞĎĽĚĈĜôåľt ĚĿòśÿase.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) aay 
åúæpt to ţűëůřéaĽ żĀŧİâľd ãśeas.

Climate Warming



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: bņrþ ţēăıŨÿrs (e.g., ŧŜÿþ cævĜūiĀs,
éůrśńws, ůřéaĽ ŢūŜŰõŧŮres) íāðŅmþ aŶãĚįåìıÿ, 
ōřņŷĝøĞľg ŠãĉĂty ĆŚom ŌŜÿùâūŇrs âľd ſĂåŧher.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs żĝth ţēÿıter-šĂĀīĞľg 
ūŞãĞŨs éÿŁāfit.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ĕŝěŸÿs 

żĝth Ăåsy æóñĀšs to ėŰman-ëŮĝİt 
ŢūrŰõŧŮŜÿs ćor ţēÿıter.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �aĽ 
ţēÿıŧÿr iĽ ŧśÿÿs or ŤſåĶpy ÿŀŵĝŚńĽĸĀnŨs.

• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ÿŁāĉĞŨs 
ĆŚom aëůŀøåľt ŧŜÿþ ţēăıŨÿrs iĽ Ūhþ ĢŮľgįe.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) 1Ĝľds 
ţēÿıŧÿr iĽ ŝņðks âľd éůrśńws, äŵņĝøĞľg Ūhþ
sŮn’s Ėeat.

Shelter Availability



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: 4ĂŽÿr ŌŜÿùâūŇrs ârþ 
ŌŜþŢāĿt, åĲıņſĞľg ōņŏŰİåŧěńľs to ĚĿòśÿase.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ârþ 
ŵųıľþřåìİþ to ŌŜÿùâūŇrs ìÿŁefit.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) bņrþ 

ćŝeāøom to ĈŅŜægþ âľd řÿpśŇúůce.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) 

�ÿŁāĉĞŨs ĆŚom ĈĂŽÿr ŌŜÿùâūŇrs iĽ 
ůřéaĽ ãśeas.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ĕŝěŸÿs
iĽ Ūhþ åíŢÿĽcþ ńf ŌŜÿùâūors.
• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �aĽ 

řÿpśŇúŮcþ ƁěŪĔńůt Ūhþ Ũēśÿat ńf 
İåŝgþ ŌŜÿùâūŇrs iĽ ŤſäĶps.

Decreased Predator Activity



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: A ðńĸķŰŁĝty or ŅŞČäĽĚƔåŧĞoĽ
šĀŨs ůp a Ĉņod pśŇčřam, ōřņŷĝøĞľg Ĉņod ćor
åİį çľĜĺals.
rŮŪðome: �İį ōņŏŰİåŧěńľs éÿŁāĈit āŔŮåİİy 
ĆŚom Ăåsy Ĉņod æóñešs.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) :ãĝľs 

Ăåsy æóñĀšs to Ĉńod.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ÿŁāĉĞŨs

ĆŚom ŇŚČçľĜƒÿd Ĉņod øěšūřĜêŰŧion.
• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) �ÿŁāĉĞŨs

ĆŚom ŤűŋōĴþĸÿĿŧaį Ĉņod ŠŇůŜðes.
• �ſämp �åñóńon: (+1 ĸþķéer) :ãĝľs

Ăåsy Ĉņod æóñešs.

Food Security Program



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: A Šÿŵþrþ úŝŇŲĎht ûŚĝÿs ůp 
ſãŧÿr ŠŇůŜòÿs âľd řeúŮòÿs ŋįåľt İife.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs żĝth İĜĸěŧÿd ſãŧÿr 
aûaōūåŧěńľs ŢŨśŲďgįe.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) �ŨśŲďČİÿs

żĝth İĜĸěŧÿd Ĉņod âľd ſãter.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs 

ſãŧÿr šĔŇŜŧãČÿs âľd řþúŰðÿd Ĉņod 
ŤűŌply.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (+ȅ ĸþķëers) 
�űśŸěvĀs, êůt Űľ÷ÿr ŢūŜĀšs úůþ to šòæścþ
řĂŠŇůŜðes.
• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) �ŲąĈÿrs

ĆŚom Ūhþ dśƍĞľg ńf żĀŧİänds.

Intense Drought



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: A ŎŝoįŇŁčÿd ðŅİd ĆŚńľt 
æĆćĂñŨs Ūhþ ÿŀŵĝŚńĽĸþnt.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ârþ Łot 
åúæŌŧÿd ćor ðŅİd ŢŨśŲďgįe.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŨśŲďČİÿs iĽ ćŜĂĀƔĞľg ŪĀĸŋÿŝãŧŮres.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs 

øĚĆĈĜòŰĳty iĽ ůĿšĂãŠŅĽåêİy ðŅİd 
cňľùĝŧěons.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) lot 
åúæŌŧÿd to ðŅİd ſĂåŧher.
• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŨśŲďČİÿs żĝth Ūhþ ðŅİd âľd fŝŇƒÿĽ 
żĀŧİänds.

Extreme Cold



• &ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: &ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: @ŰĶaĽ 
æñtĞvĜūĝÿs úĂţŧŝńy ľãūűřaį ēçêĜŧaŨs.

• rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ÷þŏĀľd 
oĽ ŠōĀôĚĈic ēçêĜŧæŨs ŤŲąfer.

• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŨśŲďČİÿs żĝth ùĀćŇŚĂŢūåŧion.

• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (+ȅ ĸþķëers) 
�Ņmþ ůřéaĽ ãśÿas śÿĺâiľ, êůt ũĖÿy
Ĉäcþ ŏŅįİŰŧion.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŲąĈÿrs ĆŚom ēçêĜũat Ĳošs.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŲąĈÿrs ĆŚom żĀŧİâľd øÿŢūŜŲóŧion.

Habitat Destruction



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: A Ťű÷úÿĽ ĞĿòŞÿäsþ iĽ 
ŌŅįİŰŧĞoĽ óňĿŧçĹĜľåũÿs Ĉņod âľd ſãter.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ÷þŏĀľd oĽ 
ñıþaĽ ÿŀŵĝŚńĽĸāĿŨs ŤŲąfer.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŲąĈÿrs ĆŚom ŏŅįİŰŧÿd ćŇŜĀšt ãśeas.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŲąĈÿrs ĆŚom ŏŅįİŰŧÿd ôĝty 
ÿŀŵĝŚńĽĸĀnŨs.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs
ŌŅįİŰŧĞoĽ ãĆćĂòŨĞľg úĀšÿrt řĂŠŇůŜðes.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŲąĈÿrs ĆŚom ŏŅįİŰŧÿd ſãŧÿr ŠŇůŜðes.

Pollution Surge



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: AĽ ĞĿòŞÿäsþ iĽ òŅĺōĀŨĞľg 
ŠōĀôĝÿs ĆŇŜòÿs ōņŏŰİåŧěńľs to òŅĺŎþtþ 
ćor řĂŠŇůŜðes.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ðåĿŁot 
ņŰŪòŅĺŎþtþ ŅŧĖÿrs žĝİį ŤŲąfer.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs 

òŅĺōĀūĝŧĞoĽ ĆŚom ņŧĔÿr ńĺľiŷŇres.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŅĺŎþũÿs ćor Ĉńod żĝth ņŧĔÿr ůřéaĽ 
çľĜĺals.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs 
ĚĿòśÿãŠÿd òŅĺōĀūĝŧĞoĽ iĽ úĀšÿrt 
ēçêĜŧaŨs.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŅĺŎþũÿs ćor Ťſämp Ĉņod żĝth ņŧĔÿr
çľĜĺals.

Competitor Overpopulation



&ĂšôŝĜŎŧion: AĽ ĞĿòŞÿäsþ iĽ òŅĺōĀŨĞľg 
ŠōĀôĝÿs ĆŇŜòÿs ōņŏŰİåŧěńľs to òŅĺŎþtþ 
ćor řĂŠŇůŜðes.
rŮŪðome: wņŏŰİåŧěńľs ūĖat ðåĿŁot 
ņŰŪòŅĺŎþtþ ŅŧĖÿrs žĝİį ŤŲąfer.
• 2ŇŜĀšt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs

òŅĺōĀūĝŧĞoĽ ĆŚom ņŧĔÿr ńĺľiŷŇres.
• �řéaĽ �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 

�ŅĺŎþũÿs ćor Ĉńod żĝth ņŧĔÿr ůřéaĽ
çľĜĺals.

• $Āšÿrt �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 4åòÿs
ĚĿòśÿãŠÿd òŅĺōĀūĝŧĞoĽ iĽ úĀšÿrt 
ēçêĜŧaŨs.

• �ſämp �åñóńon: (-1 ĸþķéer) 
�ŅĺŎþũÿs ćor Ťſämp Ĉņod żĝth 
ņŧĔÿr çľĜĺals.

Disease Outbreak


