Public Affairs
“Curriculum Checklist”

When choosing your current event article keep in mind the following list.
Make sure you can reference the part or parts of government that is
applicable to your topic. Each section is from an appropriate internet source,
find source after each setion.

I. Bill of Rights

Amendment 1 The First Amendment protects the rights of every American. It
defines the freedoms of religion, speech, and press. Most Americans believe that the
First Amendment guarantees their most i mportant ri ghts.

Amendment 2 The Second Amendment guarantees Americans the ri ght tobear
arms, or own guns.

Amendment 3 The Thi rd Amendment prevents the government fromf orcing

citizenstoshelter soldiersintheir homes.

Amendment 4 The Fourth Amendment protects the privacy of Americancitizens.
1t prohibits, or prevents, unnecessary or unreasonabl e searches of a person's

property.

Amendment 5 Inthe Fifth Amendment, all Americans are guaranteedtheright toa
fair andlegal trial. It alsoprotects someone fromtestifyingagainst him- or hersel f

under oat h.
Amendment 6 Aright toaspeedytrial is guaranteedinthe SixthAmendment.

Amendment 7 The Seventh Amendment guarantees theright toatrial byjuryin
civil, or private, 1 egal cases where damages are more than$20. Civil cases sol ve
di sputes betweencitizens.

Amendment 8 Unreasonable bail or fines and cruel and unusual puni shment are
prohibitedinthe Ei ghth Amendment.

Amendment 9 The Ni nth Amendment recogni zes that Ameri cans have ri ghts that

arenot listedinthe Constitution.

Amendment 10 The Tenth Amendment says that the powers not giventothe
United States government by the Constitutionbel ongtothe states or tothe people.

http: //work. chron. com/duti es-executive-branch-8572. html

Bill of Rights-https://quizlet.com/4566256/bill-of-rights-summary-flash-cards/


http://work.chron.com/duties-executive-branch-8572.html

II. Executive Branch

The executive branchof the U. S. government i s responsiblefor enforcinglaws; its
power i s vestedinthe Presi dent. The Presi dent acts as boththe head of state and
commander-in-chief of thearmedforces. Independent federal agencies are tasked
withenforcingthel aws enacted by Congress. The President's Cabinet is anadvisory
body made up of 151 eaders fromeachagency. The Presi dent works closelywitha
Vice Presi dent, whomust take over l eadershi p of the Uni ted States inthe event the

Presi dent i s unabl e to conti nue.

A. Head of State

The Presi dent i s thel eader of the executive branchandis electedeveryfour years.
One presi dent may serve a maxi mumof two, four-year terms. The President is
responsibl e for appoi nting the heads of all executive agencies and federal

commi ssions. When Congress enacts legislation, the Presi dent hol ds the power to
vetobills. The President i s responsiblefor promotingdiplomacywithother nations,
signinginternational treaties, i ssuingexecutive orders, signingpardons and
presentinga State of the Uni onaddress to Congress onaregul ar basis. The
Constitutionrequires that eachPresident be at l east 35years oldat the time of
taking office, beanatural-bornU. S. citizenandhavelivedinthe UnitedStates for at

least 14 years.

B. Commander-in-Chief
The President serves as commander-in-chief of all branches of theU.S. military.

Under Articlell of the U.S. Constitution, "[t]he President shall be Commander i n

Chi ef of the Army and Navy of the United States, andof theMilitia of theseveral



States, whencalledintotheactual Service of the UnitedStates. " Theinterpretation
of this clause has beenthe subj ect of considerabl e debate, namel y the extent to

whi ch the Presi dent hol ds power to decl are war and order commi t ments of troops.
The President is permi ttedunder federal lawtoenter troopsintohostilities under

decl arationof war, statutoryauthorizationor exigent circumstances.

C. Vice President

Second-in-commandtothe Presi dent sits the Vice Presi dent, whois tobereadyat a
moment' s noticetoassume theroleof Presi dent due to death, resignationor
incapacitation. The Vice Presi dent assumes the rol e of Presi dent of the U. S. Senate
andcasts the decidingvoteinthe event of atie. Since 1974, Vice Presi dents have

residedinthe U. S. Naval Observatory, locatedinWashi ngton, D. C.

D. Federal Agencies
The executive branchrelies onvarious agenciestofulfill the day-to-daytasks of

enforcingthelaws enactedby Congress. There are currently 15 executive agenci es,
includi ng the Departments of Agricul ture, Commerce, Defense, Education, Energy,

Heal th and Human Servi ces, Homel and Security, Housi ng and Urban Devel opment,
Interior, Justice, Labor, State, Transportation, Treasury and Veteran's Affairs. Each
agencyisledbyadepartment headandis granteda specificbudget eachyear to

enforcelaws.

E. Cabinet
The Presi dent's Cabinet i s anadvi sory body made up of the heads of each of the 15

federal agencies. The Presi dent appoi nts each Cabi net member, who thenmust be
approved by the Senate. Cabi net members al sostandinlinetoassumetherol e of

President inthe event the Vice Presi dent, Speaker of the Senate and Speaker of the



House are unabl e. Eachagencyl eader holds thetitleof Secretary except theleader

of the Department of Justice, whoisreferredtoas the Attorney General.

III. State Equivalent
EachU.S. stateis organizedlikethe federal government withathree-branchsystem.

The head of the state executive branchis the Governor, whois accompani edby a
Li eut enant Governor. States are compri sed of agenci es that enforce thel aws enacted
by the statelegislature or general assembl y. State agencies mayvaryintheirtitles

andj obdescriptions and do not al ways mi rror the federal agency structure.

IV. Legislative Branch

Thelegislativebranchis made up of the two houses of Congress—the Senate and
the House of Representatives. The most i mportant duty of thelegislativebranchis
tomakelaws. Laws arewritten, discussedandvotedonin Congress.

There are 100 senators inthe Senate, twofromeachstate. Senators are el ected by
their states andserve si x-year terms. The Vi ce Presi dent of the U. S. is consideredthe
head of the Senate, but does not voteinthe Senate unl ess thereis atie. The Senate
approves nomi nati ons made by the Presi dent to the Cabi net, the Supreme Court,
federal courts and other posts. The Senate must ratifyall treaties byatwo-thirds

vote.

There are 435 representatives inthe House of Representati ves. The number of
representatives eachstate getsis basedonits population. For example, California
has many more representati ves than Rhode I sl and. When Census fi gures determi ne
that the popul ati onof astate has changedsignificantly, the number of
representativesinthat statemayshift proportionately. Representatives areelected
by their states and serve two-year terms. The Speaker of the House, el ected by the
representatives, is consideredthe head of the House.

Bothpartiesinthe Senate and the House of Representatives el ect l eaders. The
l eader of the party that control s the houseis calledthemajorityleader. The other
partyleaderis calledtheminorityleader.

Source-http: //www. factmonster. com/i pka/A0774837. html



https://www.whitehouse.gov/1600/legislative-branch

V. Judicial Branch

A. Role of the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court has aspecial roletoplayinthe UnitedStates systemof
government. The Constitutiongivesit the power tocheck, if necessary, theactions of
the President and Congress.

It cantell aPresident that his actions are not all owedby the Constitution. It cantell
Congress that alawit passedviolatedthe U. S. Constitutionandis, therefore, no
longeralaw. It canalsotell the government of astate that oneof itslaws breaks a
ruleinthe Constitution.

The Supreme Court i s the final judgeinall casesinvolvinglaws of Congress, andthe
hi ghest lawof all —the Constitution.

The Supreme Court, however, is far fromall-powerful. Its powerislimitedbythe
other two branches of government. The Presi dent nomi nates justices tothe court.
The Senate must voteits approval of the nomi nations. The whol e Congress al so has
great power over thel ower courtsinthe federal system. District andappeals courts
are createdby acts of Congress. These courts may be abolishedif Congress wishesit.
The Supreme Court islikearefereeonafootball field. The Congress, the President,
thestate police, andother government of ficials arethe players. Some canpass|1aws,
and others canenforcelaws. But all exercise power withincertainboundaries.
These boundaries are set by the Constitution. Asthe "referee”" inthe U.S. systemof

government, it is the Supreme Court's jobtosaywhengovernment officialsstep



out - of - bounds.

B. How the Justices Make Decisions

The deci si ons of the Supreme Court are made i nsi de a whi te marbl e courthousein
Washington, D. C. Heretheninejustices receive approximately 7, 000to8, 000
requests for hearings eachyear. Of these the Court will agree tohear fewer than

100. If the Court deci des not to hear the case, therulingof thel ower court stands.

Those cases whi chthey agreetohear are gi vena date for argument.

On the morni ng of that day, thelawyers andspectators enter alarge courtroom.
When an of ficer of the Court bangs his gavel, the peopleinthe courtroomstand. The
ninejustices walkthrougharedcurtainandstandbesideninetall, black-1eather
chairs. The Chief Justices takes themiddleandtallest chair. "Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!"
shouts the marshal of the Court. (It's anoldCourt expressionmeaning hearye.)
"God save the United States and this Honorabl e Court. "

The justices take their seats. Thelawyers stepforwardandexplaintheir case. The
justiceslistenfromtheir highseats andofteninterrupt toaskthelawyers questi ons.
Several cases may be arguedinone day. Finally, inthelate afternoon, the Chief
Justice bangs his gavel, rises fromhis seat, andl eads the other justices throughthe
red curtainout of the courtroom.

The justices may take several days tostudyacase. Thenthey meet aroundalarge
tableinalockedandguardedroom. Fromtheir table, they may occasionallylookup
toseeapaintingonthewall.

[tisaportrait of amandressedinanold-fashioned, high-collaredcoat. This manis



John Marshall, one of the greatest Chief Justices inAmericanhistory. More than
anyone el se, he hel pedthe Supreme Court devel opits power andimportance.
Before Marshall became Chief Justice, the Supreme Court had not yet chall enged an
act of Congress. The Constitutiondidnot clearlygivethe Court power tojudgelaws
passed by Congress. Therefore, the Court wasn't evensureit hadthis power.

But Marshal ]l made a dari ng move. Ina famous court casein 1803, Marbury V.
Madison, he wrote the Court's opinion, whichdeclaredalawpassedby Congress to
be unconstitutional.

Thi s decisiongave the Supreme Court its power of judicial review. Ever since, the
hi ghest court has used the power torevi ewthe nation' s 1aws andjudge whether
they were all owed under the Constitution. It has al sorevi ewedthe actions of the
President.

The Constitutiondoes not all owCongress or statelegislatures topasslaws that
"abridge the freedomof speech. " Freedomof speechis protectedinthe United
States, andnol awmaki ng body mayinterferewiththat freedom Right? Usually. But
theremaybelimits, eventofree speech.

No freedom, evenonespecificallymentionedinthe Constitution, isabsolute. People
convi ctedof serious crimeslosetheirright tovote. Somereligions encourage aman
tohave several wives. But that practiceis forbiddeninthe UnitedStates, even
thoughthe Constitutionsays that thereshall benolaws that prohibit the"free
exercise" of religion. Evenwords themsel ves may pose a"cl ear and present danger"
tothe well-beingof the country.

Source- The Presidency, Congress, and the Supreme Court, schol asticInc., 1989.






