Mr Dixon’s Psychology Style Sheet

Knowing how to look for information is fine, but it’s only useful if you can tell me what information you used.  This is not as difficult as you probably think.

Acceptable Sources


Generally, I’ll let you use any written source that you’ll find in the WHS library or in any public library.  Books are best, because they’re usually the most accurate sources you’ll find.  Magazine articles are also fine, provided they come from reputable sources like Time, Newsweek, National Geographic, professional journals, or university publications.


If you wish to use the internet in your research, you generally may.  There is, however, a catch:  since the internet is the least accurate source available, I will only let you use sites with addresses ending in .gov, .edu, or .ed.uk.  Alternately, you may check out news sources like CNN, MSNBC, Fox, the BBC, al-Jazeera, the Jerusalem Post, or Boston.com.  All these sources are fact-checked and reputable.  Similarly, the American Psychological Association (APA) has a good links page.


Whenever possible, back up an internet source with a written source.

Citations


Whenever you use a piece of information in your written document, you must tell me where it came from.  This is called “citing your sources;” you put your cites in citations.  You may have seen footnotes, end-notes, and in-text citations in the past.  Here, we’ll use in-text citations.  They couldn’t possibly be more simple.  Immediately after you use the information, right smack in the middle of the paragraph, even in the middle of the sentence, you’ll include a set of parentheses containing the author’s last name, a comma, and the page number (Dixon, 23).  That’s it.  Nothing more.  The intent is that I’ll take that citation, look up the author’s last name in the bibliography (see below), and go to the appropriate page number.

Bibliography


There is no shortage of acceptable formats for you to use in your bibliography.  Style guides recognize two major ways to list your references: the MLA (Modern Languages Assoc) system and the APA system.  Many English, history, and other “liberal arts” journals still use MLA, but APA is becoming the system of choice among scientific and journalistic publications because it does not give away the author’s gender or race.  I’ve used both, and you’ll eventually need to know both; since this is a psychology class, though, it makes sense that we’ll use APA.  


Two main points:  make sure you put only the author’s initials, not his/her name.  And don’t put the author’s last name first.  Secondly, even though the title is usually capitalized, psychologists only capitalize the first word.


Just remember not to get too hung up on punctuation in your bibliography.  Remember that you need to include essential information; include it all, and you won’t go too far wrong.

· Author

· Title

· Publisher

· Location published

· Year published

Example, single author

J. F. Smith (2004).  Basic reference source for Mr. Dixon’s psychology students. 

      
Boston, MA:  Random House.  

Example, multiple authors

A. G. Howard and J. F. Smith (2004).  Basic reference source for Mr. Dixon’s

psychology students. Boston, MA:  Random House.

Example, magazine article

J. F. Smith (2004).  “Basic reference source for Mr. Dixon’s psychology 

students.” Time Magazine, vol 66 (pp 124-32).

Example, internet source

Nobody agrees on how to do this yet.  The MLA has a “temporary” system, and the one I want you to use is in APA style endorsed by the influential Alliance for Computers and Writing.  Remember the essential info above:  try to find out who wrote the text on the website.  

Author (year written).  “Timeline of psychoanalysis.”  Retreived 30 April 2004 from  http://yadayadayada.gov.

Note that I included, at the end of the source, the date I accessed it.  This is unbelievably important, since information on the internet changes all the time.  Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES will you use “google.com” or any other search engine as your source in your bibliography.  “Author,” in this case, often will not be a single person.

