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Objective: Focus on creating striking, artistic images that emphasize the product as 
the main subject.

Topics Covered:

● The concept of "hero" shots in advertising and editorial 
photography

● Creative lighting techniques to highlight the product’s 
features

● The role of composition and color in making the product 
stand out

● Post-production for enhancing visual impact



What is a Hero Shot?
○ A hero shot is a powerful, 

visually striking image that 
highlights the product as the 
main focus.

○ These images are often used 
in advertising and editorial 
photography to make the 
product stand out.

○ Hero shots capture the 
essence of the product, 
making it the "hero" of the 
image.



Key Characteristics

● Focus on the Product: The product 
should be the central element with no 
distractions.

● Dramatic Lighting: Use of creative 
lighting to enhance the product’s features.

● Strong Composition: Every element in 
the shot should direct attention to the 
product.

● High Visual Impact: The image should be 
memorable and evoke emotion.



Visual Inspiration



Planning Your Hero 
Shot

● Understand the Product: Know 
its unique features and selling 
points.

● Concept Development: Plan the 
mood, style, and story behind the 
shot.

● Lighting Setup: Consider how 
light will interact with the product; 
use softboxes, reflectors, etc.

● Background Selection: Choose 
a background that complements 
the product without overpowering 
it.

● Post-Processing: Enhance the 
image to emphasize the product's 
key features.



Assignment 1 - 
Create a Hero Shot

Objective: Create a hero shot that highlights a product of your 
choice.

○ Guidelines:
■ Select a product that has 

distinct features you want to 
emphasize.

■ Plan the composition and 
lighting to make the product 
the central focus.

■ Experiment with different 
angles and lighting setups.

○ Submission: Submit 3-5 final 
images showcasing your hero 
shot.



Assignment 2 - 
Thematic “Hero” 

Shot
Objective: Create a hero shot with a specific theme (e.g., 

luxury, technology, nature).

https://youtube.com/shorts/C5Pv4k5MWrs?si=l3V4NV64L6aG
zZWE

Guidelines:

● Choose a theme that aligns with 
the product's brand or message.

● Incorporate elements (props, 
colors, textures) that enhance the 
chosen theme.

● Focus on how the theme can 
elevate the product's appeal.

Submission: Submit a final image with 
a brief explanation of your theme and 
creative choices.

https://youtube.com/shorts/DJQqkWBBoLk?si=zinIrzUX
pXBSnWl0

https://youtube.com/shorts/XGhyXlqahU0?si=2986nSuF
8IJrSxJw

https://youtube.com/shorts/rOq2xh_ORAc?si=DMzcLbl5
41tQf8Tu
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