
of Design



Building Art
The Elements of Art are the 
building blocks of art. The 

Principles of Design are how the 
artist organizes the Elements of 

Art to create a complex and 
meaningful work of art.



Balance
      Symmetrical                           Asymmetrical                                   Radial

Each half is different, 
but has equal visual 

weight.
Each half of the 

artwork is identical 
or very similar.

Equal parts 
radiate out from 

the center.



Unity
Also called “harmony” means that an artwork has a sense of completeness or 

wholeness, and helps the composition make sense.



Variety
When different visual elements are placed next to each other in an artwork, adding

interest.



Emphasis
When an area or object in the artwork stands out to draw the attention of the 

viewer and creates a focal point in the artwork. 



Movement 
When the viewer’s eye follows a path or direction through the artwork. Or the 

illusion of action is created.



Pattern(Rhythm)
The repetition of an object or symbol in an artwork.



Proportion
The size relationship between objects, or the relative size relationships of the 

parts to the whole.



Ms. Cherivtch’s example of Proportion
I cƋoưƈ ProƓƒƯtƦoƑ beƆƄƲưe I 
tƋiƫk it is tƋe moƖƱ fuƑ 
pƕiƫcƌƓƩƢ to woƕƨ wiƗƥ. I liƎƈ to
cƕeƄƱƢ unƘƖƲaƩ, anƇ soƐƈƱƦmeƖ 
veƕƶ siƏƩy arƗ! MakƌƑƤ obƍƈƠtƖ 
diƖƭrƒƓƬƯtiƒƑƞƱelƜ laƕƤƈ or 
sƐaƩl caƑ adƇ coƐƈơy to a 
piƈƆƢ of arƗ. I tƋoƘƤhƗ tƋaƱ 
maƎƌƫg tƋe anƗ huƊƈ anƇ tƋe 
boƜ veƕƶ sƐaƩl woƘƏơ adƇ a 
coƐƌƠ elƈƐƢƫt to tƋiư piƈƆƢ. 
PluƖ, I liƎƈ anƗư. One of mƜ 
faƙƒƯƦte moƙƌƢư wƋeƫ I waƖ a 
kiƇ waƖ “HonƈƜ, I Shƕuƫk tƋe 
KidƖ”, wƋeƯƈ a boƜ beƉƯƌƢnƇư 
an anƗ.       -Ms. CheƕƌƳtƆƥ



Activity: Create & Present

1.Choose one principle of design to focus on, and create an 
artwork that emphasizes that principle.

2.Submit or share the artwork that you have created by 
uploading your image to Google Docs or Slides, or Email to: 

lisa.cherivtch@seaford.k12.de.us

Don’t forget to include your name and grade level!

mailto:lisa.cherivtch@seaford.k12.de.us


Resources
https://artclasscurator.com/

https://thevirtualinstructor.com/

https://www.sophia.org/

https://www.getty.edu/

https://artclasscurator.com/
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/
https://www.sophia.org/
https://www.getty.edu/

