Presenting the poetry of

Langston Hughes

Learning Targets:

-encourage students’ appreciation of and critical thinking about poetry

-adapt speech to a variety of purposes, audiences, and situations in order
to meet communicative goals.




Langston Hughes

1902 (Joplin) - 1967 (New York City)

James Mercer Langston Hughes was an
American poet, social activist, novelist,
playwright, and columnist. He was one of the
earliest innovators of the then-new literary
art form called jazz poetry. Hughes is best
known as a leader of the Harlem
Renaissance. He famously wrote about the
period that "the negro was in vogue" which
was later paraphrased as "when Harlem was
in vogue".



Project guidelines:
1. Read through poems by Langston Hughes
a. Poetry.com
b. PoetryFoundation.org
2. Pick a poem that speaks to you
3. Find a way to present that poem to the class
a. Potential ideas:
i. Create artwork inspired by the poem
ii. Recite the poem like a poetry slam
iii. Create a lyric video
iv. Rewrite the poem using creative lettering
v. Find images to represent your poem
vi. Write your own analysis - explain what it means to you and why you
chose the poem
vii.Play an instrument - pick a song inspired by the feeling of your poem
viii.Anything else creative!
4. Beready to present to the class tomorrow!



http://poetry.com
http://poetryfoundation.org
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Craft & Structure - Understands
figurative language, form, and point of
view and how they impact a text.

Grammar - Uses appropriate language
conventions in speaking and writing.

Creating - Able to create for a variety of
purposes independently.

Speaking & Listening - Adapts speech
to a variety of contexts; listens to
understand.

Learning habits: Completes
assignments with attention to quality
and timeliness and seeks assistance
when necessary
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Dreams
Langston Hughes

Hold fast'to dreams
Fur n‘ dreams dlt :

That cannot ﬂy.
Hold fast to dreams /
For when dreams g0
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.
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The night is beautiful,

So the faces of my people.

The stars are beautiful,
So the eyes of my people.

Beautiful, also, is the sun.

W,
also, are the souls
of my people.







