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Al Capone 
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Choose appropriate images

• You want to enhance your readers 
understanding, not distract

• “Mug” Shot appropriate?





A Short Biography 
• Not too much detail necessary
• Bullet Points



A Short Biography 
• Capone was born on January 17, 

1899 in Brooklyn, New York. 
• Capone quit school at age 14 and 

joined 2 “kid gangs” 
• In 1918, Capone married Mary 

"Mae" Coughlin on December 30, 
Mae gave birth to their son, Albert 
"Sonny" Francis. 



Crime in the 1920’s
What background does your reader need
to understand the role of the individual 
using the context of the 1920s

Try formatting an image in Washout and 
placing it behind text

Stay Uniform



Crime in the 1920’s
Violence was an everyday occurrence in 
Chicago in the 1920’s. Prohibition and 
gangsters took a huge part also. Since 
the 18th amendment banned the use or 
distribution of alcohol many gangsters 
all over America sold alcohol illegally. 
One famous American gangster was Al 
Capone. His headquarters were in 
Chicago and he headed the market for 
the illegal substance, alcohol.



Public Enemy Number 1 
• Al Capone set the stage for organized 

crime in Chicago. Although he was a 
murderer and delved into prostitution, 
gambling and most importantly alcohol 
distribution he maintained a public 
image. He referred to himself as the 
man who owned Chicago. He was a 
public utility in that he mixed in with 
politics, business and social figures. 
Therefore he sustained his popularity 
by giving the people what they wanted.



The Cause
The main cause of the 
gangsters and crime in the 
united states was their refusal 
to obey prohibition laws. It was 
hard to regulate alcohol use 
therefore criminal behavior rose
and caused public opinion to 
change about prohibition. 



Resume for a Career in 
Crime 

• Capone held 161 drinking 
establishments 

• He was involved in 522 gang 
killings 





Quote
• Include a quote which enhances the 

reader’s understanding of the 
individual’s impact on 1920s America

• Quote may have been said by the 
person, OR about the person



Quote
• "I make my money by supplying a 

public demand. If I break the law, my 
customers who number hundreds of 
the best people in Chicago, are as 
guilty as I am. The only difference is 
that I sell and they buy. Everybody 
calls me a racketeer. I call myself a 
businessman."



Impact on 1920s America
Why does history remember 
this person? 



Capone’s affect on the 1920’s
• Capone’s affect on the 1920’s was his 

undeniable amount of killings and his 
stance on the prohibition era. By selling 
liquor and creating an underground 
company with an annual income of 10 
million; he clearly made his name known 
as the most famous gangster in Chicago. 





Rubric

• Access the Rubric on the Files page to 
ensure proper formatting and 
requirements for Distinguished Results

• 8-12 Slides
• Feel Free to include a poem, video or 

song of your subject


