


ThreeSkles

Claiidhia Fewis

Three: skiesi i
_AbOVe our world—

Break through the blue on a rocket flight
And the skies are black, day and mght. 4

- .:"Break ‘through th: .black_ o

o what fourth sky,
On what flight?




; wh'atjAEé:f?ou, Wind?

M:ag;p O’Nei-'ll_”

What are you, wind?
Only air

Winding in and out of
Everywhere?

If only air,

And thinner than all gauze,
How do you know when
To bluster and to pause?
Or where to go?

How to drift and settle
Each star-flake of snow,
To crest a wave, :
Ripple stands of grain,
Make leaves talk:

And slant the rain?
What are you, wind
.~ lfeel and cannot see,

You, who as breath
Are life itself to me?

‘How can yoq-___s_-l_ap,
-~ Slam and sting,
- —Break; -d’és‘-tfo?,i uproot,
e -And yet so softly sing? o
- Push at apples =
-~ Until -they' fall, - '
~ You w1th no shape
And no color at all?




'Snowflakes
_.Damd McC'ord

0 ':Sometlme this wmter 11"' you go
~ To walk in soft new-falling snow =
S '-'Wher__z._.ﬂakes. ar_e I_blg and :c__o___rn_e down?.-slow

To settle on your sleeve as. brxght

S stars that couldn’t walt for night,

__'You won t know what. you have in 51ght—

Anotherv wodd—uniess you brmg

A masnifying glass. This thing
: We call a snowﬂake is the k:ng

\"Of crystals Do you llke surprrse'?
' Examme him three trmes his size:

- At first you won'’t believe your eyes.

. Stars ook alike, but flakes do riot:

w1 o .No two are the same in all the lot
Vi _'_That you w;ll get in any spot

' You chance to be for every one : o
'ICome spmnmg through the sky has none ' '_
| 'But hrs own wmclow-wmgs of sun: o

-‘-:':Jo'ints','"'f')o"ints' : and ';cross'e's. What 'cou'lél":'rnake
~ Such lacework: w1th no crack or break7

- ln bllllons blllrons no mlstake'7







 Lee Bennett Hopkins
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spiders,










Valerie Worth

> This small

Flat horseshoe

Is sold for :
A toy: we are
~ Told that it
- Will pick up pins
And it does, time

etting its red
a-i_nt chipped, being
Offered pins less
Often, until at

Last we leave it
Alone: then

It leads its own
Life, trading
Secrets with

The North Pole,
Reading

Invisible messages
From the sun.
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Crystal Vision

Lawrence Schimel

The prism bends a beam of light
And pulls it into colored bands.
My fingers tremble with delight:
[ hold a rainbow in my hands.




Aileen Fisher

o g

A

How does it know,
this little seed,

if it is to grow

to a flower or weed,
if it is to be

a vine or shoot,
or grow to a tree
with a long deep root?
A seed is so small,
where do you suppose
it stores up all

of the things it knows?




Under the Microscope
Lee Bennett Hopkins

- Unseen with
‘an unaided eye
amoebas 5
glide

on a small
glass slide.

Magnified Lo
one thousand times
protozoans

split in two—

it’s miraculous













How do seeds know which way is up?

It’s dark underground
Where sunlight can’t go,
So how does a seed
Know which way to grow?

The root is the first
To grow from the seed—
Down into darkness
It digs at full speed.

Gravity sensors
Within each young root
Teach it to follow
A straight downward route.

And once this young root
Has taken the lead,
A tender green shoot
Sprouts out of the seed.

The shoot only knows
That its life’s pursuit
Means heading the opposite
Way of the root.

Since shoots need sunlight
To live and to grow,
They force themselves up

Through dark dirt below.

The roots need water
And the shoots need light.
Each go their own way
And it works out just right!
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Why do onions make us cry?

Tomatoes do not make us cry,
But onions surely do.
Why do onions bring on tears,
And make us go “boohoo”?

When we cut an onion,
We break apart its cells.
Inside the cell is onion oil
Which really, really smells!

The oil turns to vapors
That sting our nose and eyes.
To wash away the stinging stuff
The eye makes tears and cries!
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Do spiders stick to their own webs?

9

The spider weaves a sticky web

!
e

To capture bugs to eat. 5

What keeps the spider’s sticky web (@)
From sticking to her feet? é
Spider webs are very tricky ?@
Because not all the strands are sticky. g&
Unlike the passing hapless fly, =

The spider knows which strands are dry.

But if she accidentally stands }C
Upon one of the sticky strands, ggj
She still would not get stuck, you see— Ve

'

ﬁ”gé&éﬁ O @q@’fi@ §

Her oily body slides off free.
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Do turtles leave their shells?

The turtle’s shell is cumbersome

And makes his movements slow.
Why doesn’t he just take it off?
That’s what I’d like to know.
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Between his backbone and his shell
There is a strong connection.

It suits him well, he likes to have
His own built-in protection.

For if he tried to leave his shell,
He’d have to leave his bones as well.
So turtles really do not mind
That they can’t leave their shells behind.
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What is the “Man in the Moon”?

What puts the face
On the “Man in the Moon”?
Is it the shadows
Of crater and dune?

No mountain or crater
Is so high or low,
That seen from our planet
Its shadow would show.

The face isn’t shadows,
The scientists find,
But rocks the moon’s made of
And how they combine.

Some rocks absorb light,
And others reflect it—
That changes the way
That our eyes detect it.

So sunlight’s reflection
Off each different place
Makes light and dark patches,
Which form the moon’s face.
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What is the sound in a seashell?

Inside the shell there is a sound,
Mysterious to me.
How is it that the seashell can
Sound so much like the sea?

A seashell held up to your ear
Will block out background sound.
If you used a jar instead,
The same sound would be found.

Air molecules that bounce around
Are half of what you hear.
And half the sound is your own blood
That’s rushing through your ear!




Why do leaves change colors?

The oak tree always lets me know
When autumn has begun.
But why do its dark green leaves
Change colors one by one?

It’s chlorophyll that feeds the tree

And makes the leaves look green.

But underneath and out of view
Are hues that can’t be seen.

When the summer ends at last,
And days grow short and cold,
The chlorophyll then fades away,
Revealing flecks of gold.

When all the chlorophyll is gone,
Instead of green we see,
Lovely yellow, orange and red,
Bright leaves on the tree!




How do cats purr?

A dog knows how to wag her tail,
But only kitties purr.
How do they make that purring sound,
So deep inside their fur?

Their belly muscles flutter
When the kitties are content.
The flutter makes small puffs of air,
Which to their throats are sent.

There the tiny puffs become
The purring sound so sweet.
Hold a happy kitty close
And feel the rapid beat.

Bigger cats, like tigers, purr.
The ocelot and cheetah, too.
They purr just like the kitty does.
I think that’s neat, don’t you?




What do clouds feel like?

Would clouds feel fluffy, [ 1
Soft and grand,

If I could touch them
With my hand?

To clutch a cloud
Inside your fist |
Would be like holding \J'
Morning mist.

Clouds are not
The way they seem.
They weigh no more
Than fog or steam.

They’re made of tiny
Water drops,
So light they float
Above rooftops.




UNDNUNGNGNYNUNYYNHN

VAN

N

H\

Why do snakes shed their skins?

Elephants don’t shed their skins,
Nor do pigs or crows.
So why do snakes take off their skins
Like people take off clothes?

Snake skin doesn’t stretch too much,
And snake skin doesn’t grow.
So as the snake gets bigger,
He has no place to go.

He simply has no other choice,
Except to shed his skin.
He slides it off in one long piece,
Starting with his chin.

Before he’s through, he even sheds
The clear skin from his eyes.
And then he wears a brand new skin
That’s in a larger size!
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Do islands float?

Does an island
Bob and float
Upon the ocean
Like a boat?

Islands are the
Part we see,
Of mountains
Underneath the sea.

They are as solid,
And as still,
As any other
Ridge or hill.

They do not move
Despite the motion
Of the heaving,
Rocking ocean.
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How do birds fly?

If I had wings
Could I then fly,
And swoop and soar
Across the sky?

To fly, I'd need
Much more than wings.
’Cause wings are just
The start of things.

Some birds have wings
That are too small.
Ostriches
Can’t fly at all!

A flying bird’s
Proportioned right,
To make her swift

And strong and light.

Her beak weighs less

Than teeth and jaws.

Her bones are hollow,
Head to claws.

With lungs and heart
Big for her size,
She hardly tires
When she flies.

And feathers are
The perfect touch.
They keep her warm,
But don’t weigh much.




Why does popcorn pop?

Popcorn does the strangest thing
Of all the foods we eat.
Why does it pop and get so big
When it’s put over heat?

Popcorn kernels have a shell
That keeps their moisture in.
The kernel’s shell is fairly tough,
But also very thin.

When you heat the kernels up,
The moisture turns to steam.
If you make them hotter still,

The pressure gets extreme.

The steam inside the shell expands,
The kernel overloads,
"Til it’s as full as it can be
And “POP!” the corn explodes!
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Where do fish go
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Who are living below?

When lakes turn to ice
And are covered with snow,

What becomes of the fish
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