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What is a
photo
essay?

A photographic essay is a form of

visual storytelling, a way to present

a narrative through a series of

images. A great photo essay is

powerful, able to evoke emotion

and understanding for viewers. A

photo essay delivers a story using a

series of photographs, sometimes

incorporating text, and brings the

viewer along your narrative

journey.  



Devoted his work to the country’s

untouched fragments of wilderness, such

as national parks and other protected

areas in the American west, and was also

very involved in the conservation

movement

Ansel Adams
United States

Traditional  Landscape Photographer  &
Environmentalist

1902- 1984
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Had no interest in her photographs being

considered art, she made them to create

social change.

"The camera is an instrument that teaches

people how to see without a camera.”

Dorothea Lange
United States

Traditional Documentary Photographer 
1895- 1965

MIGRANT MOTHER, NIPOMO, CALIFORNIA  |   1936
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Lee Jeffries
United Kingdom

Contemporary "spiritual photographer"
1971- present

Raises awareness of, and funds for,

homeless people around the world.
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L E E  J E F F R I E S " I F  Y O U  W I L L  F O R G I V E  M Y  I N D U L G E N C E ,  T H I S
W O R K  I S  M O S T  D E F I N I T E L Y  N O T
P H O T O J O U R N A L I S M .  N O R  I S  I T  I N T E N D E D  A S
P O R T R A I T U R E .  I T ' S  R E L I G I O U S  O R  S P I R I T U A L
I C O N O G R A P H Y .  I T ' S  P O W E R F U L  S T U F F .
J E F F R I E S  G A V E  T H E S E  P E O P L E  S O M E T H I N G
M O R E  T H A N  P E R S O N A L  D I G N I T Y .  H E  G A V E
T H E M  A  L I G H T  I N  T H E I R  E Y E S  T H A T  D E P I C T S
T R A N S C E N D E N C E ,  A  G L I M M E R  O F  L I G H T  A T
T H E  G A T E S  O F  E D E N ,  S O  T O  S P E A K .  T H E
C L A R I T Y  I N  T H E I R  E Y E S  I S  A W E S O M E  T O
B E H O L D ,  A S  I F  G O D  I S  S O M E W H E R E  I N  T H E R E .
H E  H A S  M A D E  T H E S E  P E O P L E  I N T O  M O R E
T H A N  P O O R  O L D  B R O K E N  H O M E L E S S  P E O P L E
L A Z I L Y  W A I T I N G  F O R  A  H A N D O U T  F R O M  S O M E
U R B A N E  A N D  T H O U G H T F U L  C O R P O R A T E
A G E N T .  H E  I N F U S E D  T H E M  W I T H  L I G H T ,  N O T
D A R K N E S S .  E V E N  T H E  B L I N D  G U Y  H A S  L I G H T
P O U R I N G  F R O M  H I S  S I G H T L E S S  E Y E S .  I  T H I N K
J E F F R I E S  I N T E N D E D  H I S  A R T  T O  H O N O R
T H E S E  P E O P L E ,  N O T  P I T Y  T H E M .  H E  H O N O R S
T H O S E  P E O P L E  B Y  G I V I N G  T H E I R  L I K E N E S S E S
A  G R E A T E R  M E A N I N G .  H E  G I V E S  T H E M  A
R E L I G I O U S  S P I R I T U A L  S I G N I F I C A N C E .  H E
I M B U E S  T H E M  W I T H  T H E  I C O N I C  S O U L  O F
H U M A N I T Y .  I  T H I N K  T H A T ' S  W H A T  H E  W A S
T R Y I N G  T O  D O ,  A T  L E A S T  T O  S O M E  D E G R E E
T H E R E O F . "  - J A C K  C O N R A N ,  R A N G E F I N D E R
F O R U M ,  2 0 1 1



Brandon Stanton
United States

Contemporary photographer-
1 of Time's "30 under 30 People Changing

the World"
1984- present

Author, photographer, and blogger. He is

the author of Humans of New York, a

photoblog and book
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Storyboarding
A  S T O R Y B O A R D  C O N T A I N S  I N F O R M A T I O N
A B O U T  T H E  S C E N E ,  L O C A T I O N ,  A N D
D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  A N Y  A C T I O N  T A K I N G
P L A C E .  I T  A L S O  H A S  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T
C A M E R A  E Q U I P M E N T  O R  T E C H N I Q U E S  T H A T
W I L L  B E  R E Q U I R E D .

I T ’ S  M A D E  U P  O F  A  N U M B E R  O F  S Q U A R E S
W I T H  I L L U S T R A T I O N S  O R  P I C T U R E S
R E P R E S E N T I N G  E A C H  S H O T .  T H E R E  A R E
A L S O  N O T E S  A B O U T  W H A T ’ S  G O I N G  O N  I N
T H E  S H O T S .

I T ’ S  L I K E  A  C O M I C  B O O K  V E R S I O N  O F  Y O U R
P H O T O  S H O O T .

I N  P H O T O G R A P H Y ,  S T O R Y B O A R D I N G  I S  A
T O O L .  U S E  I T  W H E N  Y O U  W A N T  T O  S H O O T  A
S E R I E S  O F  I M A G E S  T H A T  N E E D  T O  F I T
T O G E T H E R  C O H E S I V E L Y  A N D  T E L L  A  S T O R Y
V I S U A L L Y .



Your Photo Essay
S H O U L D  F O C U S  O N  A  C H O S E N  T O P I C
T H A T  I S  R E L E V A N T  &  M E A N I N G F U L  T O
Y O U -  T H I S  I S  A  C H A N C E  F O R  Y O U  T O
U S E  Y O U R  V O I C E  T H R O U G H  P H O T O S

C O M B I N E S  I M A G E R Y  &  T E X T  T O
C O N V E Y  Y O U R  M E S S A G E S  &  I D E A S

U S E S  T H E  E L E M E N T S  O F  A R T  &
P R I N C I P L E S  O F  D E S I G N  T O  C R E A T E
C O M P E L L I N G  C O M P O S I T I O N S

S H O U L D  B E  M A D E  U P  O F  Y O U R  B E S T -
O F - T H E - B E S T  I M A G E S  ( O V E R S H O O T I N G
I S  N E C E S S A R Y )


