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Summary
Write a brief, three to four sentence summary.  

The Breakdown

Include a picture that sums up the main idea of the 
article.

Source, publishing date:
Where does the source fall on the media bias chart?   

What is the author’s purpose?  Who is the audience?   

Where does it fall on the police reform scale (is it calling for 
support for police, moderate reforms, or a complete overhaul 
of the system)? Why do you think so?  

Who is the author?  Are they an expert in the field?  Why 
should we trust/why shouldn’t we trust them on this topic?

https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/media-bias-chart
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Structure

How does the source start?  How does the author hook
the reader’s attention?  

How does the author develop the ideas in the article?  (Do
they use interviews?  With who?  Anecdotes or personal 
narratives?  Case studies?  Poll results?  Statistics? etc.) 

What is the text structure?  
What is the medium/format?  Why do you think the 
author choose this form? Is it effective? 

Structure

 Whose voices, perspectives, and opinions are being 
heard in the article?  Whose voices are missing?  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jIsLPjmnyymIDekIN7S8PkXmCeGtucl_fIS34CHo4R4/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1AmF6lUTjNR_hDIc-A-qwnKwHeLuxeiL-04vc3JzLSwc/edit#slide=id.gcddf603441_0_192
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Effectiveness Effectiveness??

Does the author use facts, statistics, or results of 
studies to back up their points, or is the whole article 
opinion based?  Is there sufficient evidence to support 
the claims?  Is the evidence strong and valid?  Explain, 
citing a quote as evidence.    

Overall, do you think this source is effective in its 
persuasiveness? Why or why not? After reading or watching 
did your view or opinion on the topic change? 

Does the author include a fair counterargument?  
Does the author rebut it effectively?  Explain, citing a 
quote as evidence.  

Does the author use emotion to persuade the reader?  
(Think, emotional narratives, strong word choice, 
evocative interviews, etc.)  Is the use of emotion 
effective or manipulative?  Explain, citing a quote as 
evidence.  


