
Personal Project Photography 

STEP 1: EXPLORE

STEP 2: DEVELOP
- Plan your shoot, do some thumbnail sketches of ideas for your photos. 
- Take some images of your idea, trial different techniques. Print a contact sheet. Write a summary of the photos and 
explain what you could improve for your next shoot, consider things like the composition, lighting, techniques and 
how to best communicate your idea. 

STEP 3: REFINE
-Go out and take some more photos. Ensure you are improving off your last shoot. Ask the teacher for advice if you 
don’t know how to improve off your last shoot. 
- Create a contact sheet, circle the best 3-5 images.

STEP 4: RESOLVE
-Edit 3-5 photos in Photoshop. Screen shot each of the layers and stick this in your book. Save a PSD and a JPEG. Stick 
the edited version in your book. Annotate each of the images and answer the following questions;
How did you communicate your idea through your image? 
What art elements and principles did you apply? 
What techniques and processes did you use to create this image?

STEP 5: PRESENT AND EVALUATE
-Submit your 3-5 best images on compass as JPEGS.
Answer the following questions for your evaluation;
-How successful do you think your finished pieces are? Give a reason why. 
- What were some of the challenges you faced over the course of this task and how did you overcome them?
-If you were to do this task again, what would you improve? 

 -Create a mindmap of your ideas. 
- Find 2 inspiration images and annotate them by answering the following questions;
How does this image link to your idea?
What art elements and principles have been applied in the image?
What materials/techniques/processes have been applied to create the image? I.e, Apeture, Shutter speed, Photoshop, 
Film etc.
Look on these sites for inspiration:
www.featureshoot.com
www.magnumphotos.com
www.phasesmag.com
www.oitzarisme.ro
www.newlandscapephotography.com
www.muybridgeshorse.com/artist-index/



EXPLORING LOOKS LIKE....



DEVELOPING LOOKS LIKE....



REFINING LOOKS LIKE....



RESOLVING LOOKS LIKE....



RESOLVING LOOKS LIKE....



PRESENTING AND EVALUATING LOOKS LIKE....



0 1 2 3 4 5

Researches and interprets the use 
of techniques, styles, materials, 
processes,  ideas and themes in 
sources of inspiration. 

Sources of inspiration are evident in 
the studio process.

A range of sources of inspiration 
are linked to ideas in the studio 
process. 

Sources of inspiration are documented 
to explore, develop and refine ideas in 
the studio process.

Investigation and use of sources of 
inspiration interpret individual ideas
to explore, develop and refine in the 
studio process.

Detailed annotations and citations of 
sources of inspiration that evaluate
the exploration, development and 
refinement of individual ideas, 
aesthetic qualities, materials and 
techniques
in a studio process.

Exploration of conceptual
possibilities in the studio
process that develops individual 
and personal subject matter.

Subject matter is
presented and there is
reliance upon borrowed
imagery.

Subject matter is
identified and conceptual
possibilities are
documented.

A range of conceptual
possibilities are identified
and documented to
explore individual and
personal subject matter
and ideas in a studio
process.

A range of conceptual
possibilities are identified
and documented to
explore and develop
individual and personal
subject matter and ideas
in a studio process.

A range of related conceptual 
possibilities
are clarified and documented to 
explore,
develop and refine individual and 
personal subject matter and ideas
in a studio process.

Apply skills to explore art ele-
ments, art principles, materials, 
techniques and processes that 
communicate individual ideas and 
demonstrate aesthetic qualities.

Materials and techniques, art 
elements and principles have been 
used
to demonstrate aesthetic qualities.

Application of skills in the use 
of art elements and principles, 
materials,
techniques and processes relevant 
to the art form/s and aesthetic 
qualities.

Demonstrates skills in the explora-
tion of art elements and principles, 
materials, techniques and processes 
relevant to the
art form/s to communicate individual 
ideas and to communicate aesthetic
qualities.

Progressive and considered applica-
tion of
skills in the exploration of art 
elements and principles, materials, 
techniques, and
processes relevant to the art form/s to 
communicate individual ideas and
aesthetic qualities.

Accomplished and considered ap-
plication of skills in the exploration 
and refinement of art elements and 
principles, materials, techniques, 
processes and aesthetic qualities that 
demonstrate
connections between art form/s and 
individual ideas.

Demonstratio n of the cohesive 
relationship between at least 
three finished artworks.

At least three finished artworks have 
been presented.

Relationships have been 
established between at least three 
finished
artworks.

Cohesive relationships are presented 
through at least three finished
artworks.

Considered and cohesive relation-
ships are established through the 
presentation of at least three finished 
artworks.

Consistent, cohesive and unified rela-
tionships are established through 
the presentation of at least three 
finished artworks.

Written documentation that 
evaluates and reflects on the 
studio process.

The evaluation outlines the studio 
process.

The evaluation describes the studio 
process selected to present at least 
three finished
artworks.

The evaluation uses art terminology to 
discuss the studio process and to
clarify the presentation of at least 
three finished artworks.

The evaluation uses appropriate art
terminology to critique the studio 
process selected and to clarify the 
presentation of at least three finished 
artworks.

The evaluation uses considered art
terminology to critique, reflect 
upon and justify the studio process 
selected
and to clarify the presentation at 
least three finished artworks.

Personal Project Photography rubric


