
Personal Artifact
Objects have memory. Pick up a watch that belonged to your grandfather and you will instantly 
think of him. Look at a gift from a past birthday and the person who gave it to you will immediately 
come to mind. Objects have power. They connect us to the people and places from our past. They 
house our personal history. 
 

For this project you will select an object that has significance for you. You will 
make 2 types of still life photographs of this object- an environmental still life and a studio still life. 
You will also write a short statement about your object to further explain its significance to you. In 
the end you will submit your best shot combined with your refined writing. Of course you may be 
wondering, ‘What is a studio still life? What is an environmental still life?’ Read on...
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Studio Still Life images are shot using controlled 
lighting in a controlled ‘set’. The strength of these type shots 
comes from lighting and camera angle. Lighting and camera 
angle are used to intensify aspects of the object such as texture, 
shape, volume, etc. 

Environmental Still Life images show an object 
in an environment. The environment may be the place where the 
object is normally kept such as on a shelf, under a bed, etc. It 
may be in an unexpected or unusual place that shows the object 
out of context. Experiment with both.



Sample Submission

Just to be Clear:
 • shoot your object in 2 ways (environmental and studio style)
 • edit your best shot to maximize its emotional impact
 • combine your best shot with your edited writing sample 
 • That’s it.










