Parent and Community Involvement

Clinton Public Schools develops ways to include parents or guardians of ELL students in matters pertaining to their children’s education.

At Clinton Public Schools, parent involvement is obtained through multiple opportunities and a variety of methods for parent-teacher communication including the following:

Report Cards and Progress Reports
Report card and progress report comments to parents are available in the major native languages found in our district, Spanish and Portuguese. NOTE:  Translation into Haitian Creole is in progress.  Parents, who speak languages other than the major native languages, may request a translation of their child’s report card or progress report by contacting the ELL Coordinator at Clinton Public Schools.  
iParent / Rankbook

Parents are able to access their child's grades and attendance through iParent/Rankbook, a means of enhancing communication between parents, teachers, students and administrators. It is not meant to be a replacement or substitute for telephone conversations, parent/teacher meetings or any other direct interaction with the District. It is intended to serve as a tool in helping to support the education of students at Clinton Public Schools.  Users are asked to please read the iParent guidelines carefully and abide by them.
Document Translations

School agendas, Program of Studies, school forms, and notices are translated into the major native language of the district.  Spanish is the major native language of CPS.   Many forms are also available in the second major native language of CPS, Portuguese.  Some forms are available in Haitian Creole.  The translation of documents into Haitian Creole is still in progress.
(The ELL coordinator communicates with the Superintendent of Schools when important documents and notices translated into CPS’ ELL students’ native languages are necessary or when a request is made.)
ELL Parent Notification

At Clinton Public Schools, when a student is identified as ELL, and annually thereafter, a notice is mailed to the parents or guardians written where practicable in the primary/home language, as well as in English, that informs parents of:  the reasons for identification of the student as ELL, the child’s level of English proficiency, program placement and/or the method of instruction used in the program, how the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of the students, how the program will specifically help the child learn English, the specific exit requirements, and the parents’ right to apply for a waiver or to decline to enroll their child in the program.  The letter also informs parents who to contact should they have questions or concern regarding their child’s instructional placement.
Clinton Public Schools’ Title III Parent Informational Night

New this school year, there will be a Title III parent informational meeting at CPS.  The goal of the meeting is to inform parents of ELLs how Title III funds are being used towards children’s education.  (more information to follow)
Monthly Clinton Public Schools ELL Parent-School Communication Form

At the beginning of each month an ELL parent-school communication form is sent home with ELL students.  The form asks parents for their concerns, ideas, or suggestions regarding their children’s education as well as parent contact information.  Parents are also provided with a space in which to request being contacted by the ELL department at the present time or not.  Members of the ELL department follow up on parents’ requests to be contacted and issues are resolved as they are presented.
Clinton Public Schools English Language Learners’ Parent Involvement Survey

Every year the Clinton Public Schools English Language Learners’ Parent Involvement Survey is sent home with ELL students.  Parents return the surveys to the ELL teachers and all responses are reported to the ELL coordinator.  The ELL coordinator gathers survey responses and reports back school administration regarding parent responses.  

Clinton Adult Learning Center (CALC)
Located in the central office building, the Clinton Adult Learning Center provides ESL classes, Adult Basic Education - Graduate Equivalency Diploma classes to adults in the community and surrounding areas.
Clinton Public Schools School Improvement Council Bilingual Reps
Bilingual parents serve as members on the CPS School Improvement Council.
CPS Website 
The Clinton Public Schools’ English language learner website section contains ELL program information, program forms, and LINKS.

Community Newspaper   
The CPS ELL program keeps the community informed about happenings with our ELLs via the Clinton town newspaper, the Clinton Item, which is also available online.  
Open House
At the beginning of each school year, all parents are invited to attend the OPEN HOUSE at their child’s school.  (Because Spanish is the major native language of ELLs, staff who are fluent in Spanish and English are available to ELL parents in all three schools during this time.)  
November Parent-Teacher Conferences
All parents are invited to the November Parent-Teacher Conferences held at their child’s school.  Bilingual CPS staff serve as interpreters as needed during this time.
Clinton Public Schools’ Connect-ED Phone System

The connect-ed phone system is used by the Superintendent of Schools and school principals to inform all parents of all events, activities, emergencies, snow days or delays occurring at Clinton Public Schools.  The connect-ed system is also used to inform staff and parents of community activities occurring in the Town of Clinton.  (CES vice-principal and CHS principal assist in providing messages in Spanish, when necessary, for ELL parents and students.)

