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Lesson 1: Brainstorm Topics for Your Essay

©Jen Goasdone, ELA Skill Builder 2023

Ideas W r i t i n g  p r o c e s s Prewriting

Students will…
• Understand the characteristics of opinion writing.

• Brainstorm topics for their opinion essay.

• For Teacher: Opinion Writing poster, I Love Insects read aloud by Lizzy Rockwell, 

The Writing Process poster, Brainstorm organizer, Opinion Writing youtube video

• For Students: Brainstorm organizer

• Gather students and explain that in this unit they will learn how to write an opinion essay. Have 

students share their prior knowledge about opinion writing.

• Show the Opinion Writing youtube video to help your students understand opinion writing.

• Read through the Opinion Writing poster. Discuss the definition and characteristics of opinion 

writing.

• Read aloud I Love Insects to students. Discuss the opinions that the characters have in the book. 

• Explain that today we will begin writing our own opinion essay. Explain that good writers always 

prewrite before they write. Explain the prewriting stage with The Writing Process poster.

• Project your Brainstorm organizer. Explain that the first thing you need to do is brainstorm topics 

for your opinion essay. Explain that one of the best ways to do this is to think about some of your 

favorite things because you are likely to have a strong opinion about them. Model how to use 

the organizer to brainstorm topics that you have a strong opinion about. 

• Ask your students to help you select which opinion to write about. Perhaps you could have your 

class vote for the topic that they want you to write about. Circle the topic you plan to write 

about.

• Distribute the Brainstorm organizer to students. Ask students to brainstorm and record some of 

their favorite topics that they have a strong opinion about. 

• Conference with individual students as the class works on their writing.

• Pair students. Ask partners to share their Brainstorm organizer with one another and to help 

each other select a topic for their opinion essay. 

• Ask students to circle the topic they plan to write about on their Brainstorm organizer.

• Invite a few students to share what they worked on today and provide them with positive 

feedback. (Optional: You may want to put their work under a document camera.)
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