
Of Mice and Men 
Idioms

English 10



Of Mice and Men
• Blow their stake—lose or spend all 

their money
• Bustin a gut—engage in very hard 

labor
• In hot water—to be in trouble
• Live off the fatta the lan’—having 

the best of everything



Of Mice and Men
• Get the can—get fired
• Got the eye—to look at other men
• Pants is full of ants—to be nervous and 

restless
• Picking scraps—to provoke fights
• Pokin’ your big ears into our business—

eavesdropping on a private conversation



Of Mice and Men
• Rattrap—hopeless situation—no 

good can come from it
• Shove off—leave
• Shove out of here—get out of here
• Cut off his wind—having trouble 

breathing



Of Mice and Men
• Set on the trigger—on the verge 

of causing trouble
• Throw a scare—to scare or 

intimidate
• We’d never do her—they’d never 

accomplish their dream of getting 
their own place.


