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Eastway

School Information:
1501 Norland Road

Charlotte, NC 28205
Courier # 381
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Upcoming Events

October 2016
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P: 980-343-6410 | F: 980-343-6406
Principal: Mary Webb

LC: Northeast-Garinger Learning
Community

Bell Schedule: 815 AM - 3:15 PM
Grades: 6-8
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Mary Webb, Principal
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Sixth Grade News (Class of 2023)

LANGUAGE ARTS

NEWS:

The students have been hard
at work with our first unit on
Literary Devices in Literature.
We've been discussing the
layout of a story using the Plot
Diagram and developing and
analyzing characters in our
texts by giving them character
traits as well as demonstrating
how characters can change and
develop based on the events in
the story. We'll continue the
literary journey by examining
the theme of texts, summariz-
ing, and looking at foreshadow-
ing and how those elements
enhance a book. This will lead
us into our first beacon com-
mon assessment at the end of
October. Encourage your child
to read at least |15 minutes a
night—whether it’s to a sibling
or parent, or reading a maga-
zine or newspaper. Every little
bit helps in the long run.

MATH NEWS:

In mathematics, our Jaguars
have started learning the foun-
dations of middle grade num-
ber systems. The Common
Core Standards of N.S |
through N.S. 4 was covered in
the month of September which
includes long division, opera-
tions with decimals, greatest
common factors and least
common multiples, and multi-
plying and dividing fractions by
fractions. We will complete
this unit by the end of October
in preparation for our first
beacon common assessment.

SCIENCE NEWS:

Sixth grade science students
just finished their Scientific
Inquiry/Method unit. Students
were very engaged during the
skittles science experi-

ment. Students will review
this information throughout
the year as it will come up in
every scientific experiment or
investigation. The new unit on

matter involves studying the
structure, function, and classifi-
cation of matter. This unit
encompasses three sub units
and will take us to the end of
the quarter in October. Be
sure to ask your students
about all the exciting things
they are leaning in 6th grade
science!

SOCIAL STUDIES NEWS:
We spent the first few weeks
of school explaining rules and
procedures. There are also
several assignments designed
to help us get to know your
children. As we dig deeper
into the curriculum, the work
will become more challeng-
ing. It is important that stu-
dents understand their respon-
sibility in their learning. We
just finished our first unit of
study on Map Skills. Students
took their first test this week
on that unit. We will begin
our unit on the Five Themes of
Geography next week.

Jaguar News

UPCOMING EVENTS &
REMINDERS:

The sixth grade team has been
hard at work since day one
welcoming the new Jags to
Eastway. We have been dili-
gently working on making sure
all 6™ grade Jaguars are work-
ing on following the rules and
procedures set by their teach-
ers and meeting the expecta-
tions that are set by Eastway
Middle and the 6™ grade team.
On October 19, sixth graders
have a field trip to the Renais-
sance Festival. Permission slips
went home with your child On
September 27-29. The cost to
attend the trip is $16.00. If
students want to purchase
items at the festival, they will
need to bring extra money to
make those purchases. Per-
mission forms and money
are due on October 14.

Seventh Grade News (Class of 2022)

LANGUAGE ARTS

NEWS:

Students are currently extract-
ing inferences and themes us-
ing textual evidence. Texts
used during this unit include:
“Thank you Ma’am” by
Langston Hughes, and “Names/
Nombres” by Julia Alvarez. Ad-
ditionally, students are beco-
ming familiar with root words,
prefixes, and suffixes through
their “Word Within A Word”
learning station.

MATH NEWS:

Students are currently studying
the Number System, and Expres-
sions & Equations. An important
focus of instruction is students’
ability to solve multi-step real-
life and mathematical problems
where teachers are supporting

students’ understanding of
how math connects to the real
world.

SCIENCE NEWS:

Students are currently working
towards becoming knowledge-
able of the composition and
structure of the earth’s atmos-
phere, which consists of the
earth’s layers, air pressure,
weather, water cycle, and air
fronts. Students will be able to
identify and thoroughly under-
stand these properties and
their role in the earth’s atmos-
phere.

SOCIAL STUDIES NEWS:
Students are currently gaining
additional knowledge on the
foundations of Social Studies,
needed for application to ma-
terials learned throughout this

academic year. The Foundations
Unit consists of subunits cover-
ing Continents & Oceans, 5
Themes of Geography, Primary &
Secondary Sources, Economic
Systems, and Political Systems.
Next week, students will begin
the Renaissance Unit, where
they will be working towards
understanding and analyzing
the motivations of the Renais-
sance, describing events that
led up to the era, and iden-
tifying how contributions have
benefitted today’s society. In
observance of Political Season,
Social Studies teachers are
implementing a student mock
election, demonstrating the
purpose of elections &
procedures followed when
elections are held.

UPCOMING EVENTS &
REMINDERS:

Students have been receptive
to the adoption of the Jaguar
Bucks Initiative, where they are
given an opportunity to collect
“lag Bucks” for displaying
exemplary behavior
throughout the day. These
bucks can be disbursed either
each Friday where students are
given an opportunity to have
free time outside for 3 “Jag
Bucks”,or at the end of the
academic quarter where
students are given another
opportunity to spend |5 “Jag
Bucks” for admission to a
school social.
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Eighth Grade News (Class of 2021)

LANGUAGE ARTS
NEWS:

Students have just completed
MAP testing. Ask them about
their lexile range, and they
should be able to tell you.
They should use this infor-
mation to read a text at their
level every night. Students can
check out books from their
core classroom libraries. Addi-
tionally, students should be
studying their Words within a
Word stems daily. They can
practice online through
Quizlet. Over the past month,
students have been examining
elements of fiction and how
things like suspense, humor
and point of view impact the
story. In the following month,
we will be studying the struc-
ture of texts as well as using

evidence to support an argu-
ment or claim.

MATH NEWS:

Math has gotten off to a great
start with insights into how
fractions and decimals relate
to each other. Next, we'll be
looking into exponential nota-
tion with activities to raise our
awareness of the power of
exponents. These studies will
later lead to using scientific
notation and seeing how prac-
tical exponents are in the real

world.

SCIENCE NEWS:

In science, our students are
exploring the periodic table,
and using that knowledge to
balance chemical equations.

Next we are going to dive
deep into the water unit.

SOCIAL STUDIES
NEWS:

Social studies has been fo-
cused on understanding Na-
tive American history and cul-
ture, the Age of Exploration,
and studying the origins of the
I3 Colonies in the America's.
We have studied everything
from the Salem Witch Trials--
where New England colonist
feared witches were taking
over their colony!--to the
massive importing of African
slaves into the Southern Colo-
nies to harvest cash crops on
plantations. This week, we
begin our study for the causes
for the American Revolution,
and how our country became

Jaguar News

independent from England!




