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Case

One way in which Russian differs from English is that Russian nouns, adjectives and pronouns have endings
that indicate their function in a sentence. Consider these two English sentences.

Mother loves Maria and Maria loves mother
You can tell which is the subject and which is the object in these sentences because, in English, the word order

tells you which is which. In Russian, the word order is much more free and so the way you can tell a word’s
role in the sentences is by the endings on the nouns and adjectives.

Mama mrobut Maputo and Maputo m00UT Mama
Both mean Mother loves Maria.
The system of putting endings on nouns, pronouns and adjectives is called the case system. Russian has six

cases: nominative, accusative, genitive, prepositional, dative and instrumental.

Nominative Case
The nominative case is used for naming. Nouns and adjectives given in the dictionary are in nominative case.
The nominative case is used for:

1. The subject of the sentence.

I[)ROH—aMepI/IKaHeH John is an American

2. The predicate complement in an equational sentence (any word that “is” the subject)

I[)KOH—aMepI/IKaHeII John is an American

Prepositional Case
The prepositional case is used in many situations, but to start with, it indicates a stable location. (Some people
also call this the locative case)

e JIxOH KHUBET B AMEpUKe

e J>KeilH )KUBET B Hbm-flopKe
e [lom xuBér B Muunrane

e DHH x)uBET B KanmnpopHum

To indicate location, use the prepositions B or Ha followed by the noun in the prepositional case. You can figure
out the prepositional case form of a singular noun if you know its nominative case form.



If the noun in nominative case ends in a consonant other than - i1 , add —e:

Nominative Prepositional
Hsro Uopk B Hrro Nopke
Cankr IletepOypr B CaHkt [leteOypre

If the noun in nominative case ends in a i, a, or s1, drop that letter and add —e.

Nominative Prepositional
My3€eun B My3€ee
MockBa B MoOCKBe
Ans 00 Ane

Never end a word with- ue as the last two letters in the prepositional case. Write — uu instead.

Nominative Prepositional
Kanmudopuus Kamudopuun

For foreign words ending in -o, -u, or -y , prepositional case looks the same as the nominative case.

Nominative Prepositional
Konopano Konopano
Muccypu Muccypu
baky baky

To say “in an American state,” you may put the word mrar in the prepositional case and then keep the
state name in the nominative.

Nominative Prepositional
51 xuBy B Hero Mopke 51 xuBy B mwrare Heto Mopk
51 xxuBy B Muuunrane 51 xxuBy B mirare Muunrax

To say “in an American city,” you may put the word ropon in the prepositional case and then keep the
city name in the nominative.

Nominative Prepositional
A xuBy B Herto Mopke A xuBy B ropoae Hero Mopk
S xuBy B AHH-ApOope S xuBy B ropoae AHH Apbop
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Indicate which words are in the nominative case (N) and which ones are in the prepositional case (P)

JlxoH (_ )—crynenTt ()

JlxoH (_ )—amepukanern ()

JlxoH () yuurtcs B yHuBepcurete () B boctone ()
Jlxon () xkuBET B Maccauycerce ()

Bbocton () B Maccauycerce ()

Jlxelin () poaunack B bydpdamo ()

Write the sentence to tell where the following people live.

Example: Muma—Kpacnomap

Write: Muwia srcueém 6 Kpacrnooape

U

. JIKOH—Y JUIMHOMC

2. Kapon—Apxkansac

3. Baus—Cankr-IletepOypr

4. Crro3an—HMunnana

5. Kypr—Monrana

6. Canmrta—MockBa

7. Iuma—Poccus

8. Mapu—Kanudopuus

9. llennnc—Konopamno

10. Capa—Muccucunu







