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New	 Jersey	 Student	 Learning	 Assessment –
Science	 (NJSLA-Science)

The	NJSLA-Science:
¡ I s 	a 	federally	required	s tate	assessment	administered	to 	s tudents	
in 	grades	5,	8,	and 	11

¡ Provides	a 	snapshot	o f 	s tudent	performance on 	the	New	Jersey	
Student	Learning	Standards	for 	Science	(NJSLS-Science).

¡ I s 	s ign ificantly d if ferent	f rom	the	New	Jersey	Assessment	of 	Ski l ls 	
and 	Knowledge	(NJ	ASK) 	because	NJSLS-Science	are	more r igorous	
s tandards	and	NJSLA-Science	focuses	on 	the	app l ication	of 	science	
knowledge	and	ski l ls	ra ther	than 	memorization	of 	content.
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Compar ison 	of 	Robb insvi l le’s
Spr ing 	 2019 	NJSLA	 Admin istr at io n s

Sc ience 	 to	New	 Je rsey
Pe rcentages 	 for 	 2019

Grade Level	1,	
District

Level	1,	
State

Level	2,	
District

Level	2,	
State

Level	3,	
District

Level	3,	
State

Level	4,	
District

Level	4,	
State

5 15.3 34.8 36.9 36.0 36.9 22.7 10.8 6.6
8 11.7 35.7 42.9 44.5 26.6 15.3 12.9 4.5
11 21.7 49.0 29.9 23.6 35.7 19.5 12.7 7.8

Notes:	Percentages	may	not	total	100	due	to	rounding.
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Robbinsvi l le’s 	
Number 	of 	Students 	Tested 	

in 	Spr ing	2019	NJSLA	Admin is trations
Science

Grade Students	Tested	2019

5 271
8 258
11 230

Total 759

Note:	“Students	 Tested”	 represents	 individual	valid	test	scores	 for	Science.
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Robbinsvi l le’s
2019	 Spr ing	NJSLA	 School- &	Grade-Level 	Outcomes

Science	 Grade	5	- Percentages

Level	1 Level	2 Level	3 Level	4

%	of	
students	
at	Level	3	
and	4

PRMS-
5th
Grade

15.3 36.9 36.9 10.8 47.8
(compared	
to	the	
state	avg.	
of	29.2)
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Robbinsvi l le’s
2019	 Spr ing	NJSLA	 School- &	Grade-Level 	Outcomes

Science	 Grade	8	- Percentages

Level	1 Level	2 Level	3 Level	4

%	of	
students	at	
Level	3	and	

4

PRMS-
8th
Grade

11.7 49.2 26.6 12.5 39.1
(compared
to	the	state	
avg.	of	
18.8)	

6



Robbinsvi l le’s
2019	 Spr ing	NJSLA	 School- &	Grade-Level 	Outcomes

Science	 Grade	11	- Percentages

Level	1 Level	2 Level	3 Level	4
%	of	students	
at	Level	3	
and	4

RHS-
11th
grade

21.7 29.9 35.7 12.7 48.4	
(compared	
to	state
avg.	of	
27.3)

7



¡ In 	g rades 	5 	and 	11 , 	approximately 	1 0%	more	males 	met / exceeded 	expect at ions	
t han 	females . 	In 	g rade	8 , 	3%	more	males 	met / exceeded 	expect at ions	t han 	
females .

¡ Eng l i s h 	Language	Learner s 	were	l es s 	l i kel y 	t o 	meet / exceed 	expect at ions 	t han 	
t hei r 	peer s 	(because	o f 	 t hei r 	smal l 	popu lat ion , 	dat a 	i s 	s uppres sed ) . 	

¡ IEP 	and 	504 	S t udent s *	(Some	s t udent s	are	exempt 	f rom 	t es t ing )
§ 22%	of 	5th grade	 IEP	students	 (n=41) 	and	0%	of 	504	students	 (n=3) 	met/exceeded	

expectations
§ 3.6	%	of 	8th grade	 IEP	students	 (n=28) 	and	54.5%	of 	504	students	 (n=11) 	met/exceeded	

expectations
§ 0%	of 	11th grade	 IEP	students	 (n=15) 	and	33.3%	of 	504	students	 (n=24) 	met/exceeded	

expectations

¡ Econom ica l l y	Di s advant aged 	Popu lat ions
§ 9.1%	of 	5th grade	 economically	 disadvantaged	 students	 (n=12) 	met	or	exceeded	

expectations
§ 0%	of 	8th grade	 economically	 disadvantaged	 students	 (n=7) 	met/exceeded	 expectations.
§ 20%	of 	11th grade	 economically	 disadvantaged	 students	 (n=5) 	met/exceeded	 expectations.
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Robbinsvi lle’s
Sub-Group	 Populations



¡ We	have	recently	ad justed	K-8	curr iculum	so 	that	science	
content	areas 	sp iral	each 	year	and 	bu i ld	upon	previous	year ’s	
content	and 	ski l ls

¡ We	will	 continue	 to	 delve	 into	 professional	 development	 in	 these	 areas	 and	
work	on	building	 consistency	 across	 grade	 levels	 and	 buildings.	

¡ Compared	to 	the	s tate	averages,	we	are	s trong	in 	the	areas	of
§ Life	 Science
§ Earth	 and	 Space	 Science
§ Conducting	 investigations
§ Sense-making/problem	 solving

9

Robbinsvi lle’s
Notable	 Achievements



¡ Purchase	o f 	fu l l y 	NGSS-a l i gned 	mater i a ls 	fo r 	grades 	6-8	 i n 	2019-
2020	fo r 	6th and 	7th grade	s tudents ;	8th grade	wi l l 	o ccu r 	i n 	2020-
2021

¡ Month ly 	Science	Pro fess iona l	Lea rn ing	Commun i ty 	tha t 	exp lores	
NGSS-a l i gned 	assessments ,	i n s t ructional 	p ract ices , 	and 	mater i a ls

¡ Focus 	on 	ski l l -based 	in st ruct ion	(the	NGSS	Science	and 	Engineer ing	
Pract i ces ) 	such 	a s 	Engaging	in 	A rguments 	Us ing	Evidence	and 	
Ana lyz ing	and 	In terp ret ing	Data

¡ Des ign ing	common 	assessments 	to 	p romote	cons i s tency	in 	
expecta t ions

¡ Equ i ty 	and 	Cu l tu ral 	Awareness	p ro fessional	development 	fo r 	a l l 	
s ta ff 	to 	i n crease	access 	and 	opportun ity 	

¡ Di fferen t ia ting	In st ruct ion	p ro fessional	development 	to 	support 	
s t ruggl ing	l ea rners
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Robbinsvi lle’s
Intervention	 Strategies
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Frequently	Asked	
Questions



Why	 did	we	need	 a	new	 test?

¡ A	new	test	was	needed	to	measure	the	State’s	new,	
more	rigorous	science	standards (NJSLS-
Science) that	are	informing	classroom	instruction.

¡ The	NJSLS-Science	standards	were	adopted	by	the	
State	in	2014. 	The	t imeline	for	transit ion	to	the	
new	standards	for	districts	required	full 	
implementation	in	grades	6-12	by	September	2016	
and	full 	implementation	in	grades	K-5	by	
September	2017. 	
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When	will	 the	NJSLA-Science	 scores	 be	
utilized	 in	NJQSAC?

¡NJQSAC	for school	year 2021-2022	will 	be	the	first 	year	in	
which	results	from	the	NJSLA-Science	will 	be	factored	
into	NJQSAC, util izing	the	results	from	the	2020-2021	
administration	of	the	assessment.

13



Does	 a	student	 have	 to	pass	 the	NJSLA-
Science to	graduate?

¡ The	NJSLA-Science	is	not	a	state	graduation	
assessment	requirement.

14



Why	do	NJSLA-Science	 scores	look	different	 from	
those	of	 the	previous	state	science	tests?

¡ The	NJSLA-Science	assessment	reflects	new	expectations	
outlined	in	the	new	science	standards,	the	NJSLS-Science,	
which focuses	on	the	application	of	science	knowledge	
and	skil ls.

¡ The	prior	assessment,	New	Jersey	Assessment	of	Skil ls	
and	Knowledge	(NJ	ASK),	emphasized	the	memorization	of	
content.
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¡ The	NJDOE	Office	of	Standards	has	a	repository	of	
various	resources	to	help	support	educators	and	
districts	with	the	implementation	of	the	NJSLS-Science:
§ https://www.nj.gov/education/aps/cccs/science/mc.htm

¡NJSLA-Science	practice	tests	are	also	available	online	at	
the	following	site:
§ https://measinc-nj-science.com/

¡ The	NJDOE	plans	to	continue	to	develop	addit ional	
resources,	such	as	K-12	instructional	units	based	on	the	
2020	NJSLS-Science	and	connect	educators	with	
free resources	and	course	materials.
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What	 resources	 are	available	 for	 further	
support?	


