
NARRATIVE ART 

VOCABULARY



NARRATIVE

•A narrative is a work of art 
that tells a story.



SETTING

•Setting is the time and 
place where the story 
happens.



SUBJECT
•Subject is what the artwork 
is about.  It can be a story, 
an idea, a person, or an 
emotion or feeling.



SYMBOL
•A symbol is an object or 
thing that has a meaning 
more than the object itself; 
a visual sign for an idea or 
concept.



FOREGROUND

•Foreground is the part of 
the picture that seems 
closest to the viewer.



BACKGROUND

•Background is the part of 
the picture that seems 
farthest away from the 
viewer.


