A CIVIL ACTION

Answer the below questions based on the movie A Civil Action. Be prepared for class discussion. 

1.
As stated in the video, why is the perfect victim a white male in his forties?

2.
Why was the firm of Schlichtmann, et al, initially reluctant to accept the Woburn case?

3.
How do law firms get paid in personal injury cases?

4.
How much do clients pay their attorneys for personal injury cases if they lose?

5.
When Mr. Schlichtmann went to the tannery, what did he see that caused him to accept the case?

6.
According to the video, lawsuits are what?

7.
How do lawsuits begin? (What is the name of the paperwork plaintiff submits)
8.
What is a motion?

9.
According to Mr. Schlichtmann, what are the odds of a plaintiff's attorney winning in court?

10.
According to Mr. Schlichtmann, what percentage of all cases go to trial?

11.
According to Mr. Schlichtmann's law professor, an attorney should never ask a witness a question unless he or she knows what?

12.
What was the jury's decision with regard to Grace and Beatrice?


Grace—

Beatrice—
13.
Why did Mr. Schlichtmann and his partners go to New York?

14.
How much money did Mr. Schlichtmann's partners want to settle the case?

$

15.
How much money did Grace's vice president offer Mr. Schlichtmann?

$

16.
How much money did Mr. Schlichtmann want to settle the case?

$

17.
Was a settlement reached?  If so, for how much?

18.
After paying the expenses of the case and the attorneys, how much money would each family receive?

19.
The plaintiffs were not happy with the settlement offer.  What did Mrs. Anderson state that the families wanted from Grace?

20.
After the case was settled, what did Mr. Schlichtmann say that he should have done instead of looking for someone who saw chemicals being dumped?

21.
According to Mr. Schlichtmann, what are the odds of winning an appeal?

22.
On appeal, what was W.R. Grace found guilty of doing?

23.
What was Mr. Schlichtmann forced to file?

PAGE  
3

